DSI to dasgow in 1827, aged 17

Appr ai sement of Garth Estate, the Property of John Stewart Esquire on the Quarter
of North Naparima in the Island of Trinidad. 21st Day of April 1821.

Bui | di ngs:

Boi I ing and Curing Houses - 60 feet by 20, with a Gallery to hold three coolers
24 feet by ten, Iron Boilers etc., etc. £1000

MII - Cattle MII conplete - £500

Magass House - 100 feet by 20 - £100

Dwel i ng House - 38 feet by 20 with a gallery of 8 feet all round consisting of
a Hall and 3 bedroons - £300

O fice Houses _ consisting of a Horse Stable of six stalls, Kitchen, stores etc -
£25

Negro Houses and Hospital - 11 Negro Houses £110. Hospital £10

£2045

Land Garth Estate.

30 acres in canes @£35 - £1500

15 acres in provisions @£30 - £450

36 acres felled and partly cleared @£10 - £360

239 acres Wod @£7 - £1673

£2983

A Horse - £50

2 Mules -£100

£150

Negr oes

. Jack, carpenter - £150

John Houston, Do & Field - £125
John Sharp, Do & Field - £125
G asgow, cooper, - £100

John Brown, Do & Field - £80
Bob, driver - £150

Duncan, boiler - £175
Neptune, fireman, £150
Robert, Carter - £170

10. Joseph, Mule boy 7 field - £100
11. Mbses, Do, - £100

12. Daniel, Do, - £80

13. Jackey, Do - £40

14. Wlliam Do - £20

15. Charles, Do - £20

16. Ann, Field - £130

17. Charlotte, Do - £110

18. Fatima, Do - £80

19. Liddie, Do - £130

20. Mary Ann, Do - £130

21. Mary Leslie, Do - £130

22. Mary Melville, Do - £100

23. Jessie, Do, £130

24. Polly, Do - £130

25. Queen, Do £80

26. Rosette Ker, Do - £100

27. Rosette, Mule Grl and Field - £100
28. Eve, Do - £75

29. Phebe, Do - £60

30. ?Fran, Do - £75

31. Charlotte, Do - £50

£3195

Recapi tul ati on

Lands - £3983

Bui | di ngs - £2045

Stock - £150

CONDURWNE




Negroes - £3195
Total £9373

270730DSG Copy letter to M Jno Stewart from A R Irvine. ‘The GCeneral has
requested of nme to wite you that he has received your letter of 20th May here on
his way North and will wite you when he goes honme. The object of nmy witing in
the nmeantime is to explain his disappointment to find from your letter there is
no provision made from the shipment of produce this year for his relief which he
had relied on. As he could not at the time wite hinself he thought it right I
should do it and explain the difficulties the disappointnment has placed himin.
My know edge of them he considered as a proper reason for doing it. He observed
that he has renmitted since he had charge of his father’s and brother’s affairs 4
or £5000 I forget which under the confident expectation of regular remttances to
rei mburse him |Indeed but for this he could have done it because beyond a certain
period it could not be wanted. O this sum he has only received £500 which was
sone years ago and nothing since. He trusted particularly to considerable relief
this year & you may easily suppose therefore how grievous the disappointnent is
to him It would be wong in me to conceal from you his feelings on the subject
and it obliges ne tho with no little reluctance to communicate his sentinments. He
observed that nothing prevents him from taking strong neasures by |aying
Arrestments in the hands of the house the Sugars are consigned to but that it
woul d injure your credit both here & in the Island. He even went so far as to say
he woul d be under the necessity of sending out a power of Attorney to the West
Indies to take steps for himthere. These are dreadful alternatives for a brother
who has your interest at heart as nmuch as his own and has given proofs of it.
Nothing it may be relied on could lead himto contenplate such a thing but the
urgent nature of his own affairs here. At this nmoment it consists with ny
know edge that he does not know how to neet the demands upon him The properties
are already nortgaged to the full extent they will bear and it is not to be
supposed he can raise noney on personal security. Even the Interests at present
he is not prepared for. Wth the bad crops of last year and the | osses sustained
by the tenants he cannot get his rents as wusual. It is therefore matter of no
smal |l regret that on receiving his letters of 22nd January and 12th March you had
not allotted part of the produce afterwards shipped for his relief but I hope you

will do it still. Indeed it is for your own interest because by not relieving him
at this tinme it puts it out of his power to assist you afterwards and you know
how well disposed he is at all tinmes to accommobdate you but he cannot do
mracles. | amsure | need say nothing nore on the subject to engage your earnest

consideration of it. Your plans he observed are commendable and so far are what
he reconmmended but then the first thing was to consider your ability wthout
distressing himin withholding the relief he expected. | must now apologise to
you for dwelling so long on this painful subject but believe ne nothing could
induce nme to do it but from good intention & under a conviction that it is for
the interest of the one as well as the other that your Brother should not be
di sappoi nted of the supply he expected and trusted to

To John Stewart, Garth Pl antation, Trinidad’

291001DSI to DS of G dasgow, My dear Sir, | had the pleasure to receive your
letter of the 27th June and am glad to find you were then well and that the
newspapers | had sent you were acceptable. | remark that | had said sonething of
bad times which displeased you and had led you to inmagine that ny Uncle John had
been inculcating bad notions of things into nmy head. | regret that ny letter
shoul d have given rise to this remark as John has al ways been kind and attentive
to nme, holding out good prospects to ne should ny behavi our and conduct nerit his
patronage and support. That our tines in this Country are bad, the wetched state
of the Country, the want of nopbney, and the absence of credit are evidence enough,
but so far, ny dear Sir, from this consideration making nme despond it only
instigates ne to greater exertions, and when |I reflect on the many difficulties
which you had to encounter and struggle with, and which you have so fully
overcones, | can only hope thro your kind interest, that ny course through life
may be attended with the sane success as yours, and | shall be contented with one
hal f the popularity and respect paid you at hone and abroad. | am glad you concur



in nmy Mdther's keeping Wlliam at hone to finish his Medical Studies. So far as
he has gone he has done well, and has already got a very flattering character
from the surgeon under whom he studied. | saw M Huggins, proprietor of the
Estate on which Robert is manager at Trinidad, during his stay here. He is nuch
pl eased with Robert’s application and industry. By a letter | had from Robert
|ately he nentions that his salary as manager is still uncertain, but that he is
to let us know, and with his usual consideration offers to contribute to the
defraying of WIlliams studies. This attention is nost gratifying to nmy Mother
and the good accounts she frequently has fromthe West |Indies keep up her spirits
and make her, if possible, nmore contented and happy. | was at hone for 3 weeks
[ ast nmonth and ny Modther was then going regularly about. She is not now so |liable
to cold as she fornerly was, and by a reginen to which she strictly adheres we
may be blessed by a continuance of her good health. | comrunicated to Messrs
Hunt er ?Aughtenon & Co your reason for not taking wine fromthem They are nuch
i ndebted to you for your kindness and proud that had you not been engaged they
woul d have enjoyed your support, and I am equally pleased that any recomendati on
of m ne shoul d have your consideration. John MDiarmd nmeans to wite you by this
opportunity and to send you sone whi skey. Wlliamstudies with ne in 3 asgowthis
winter, which is the cheapest way, and where there is such an i Mmense popul ation
the nunber of sick cases nust be conparatively great and his know edge thus
i nproved. Janes John goes to Perth Acadeny and will be boarded with M Bisset.
Neill | believe remains at Garth, at least ny Mdther intends to send him from
home | have heard nothing of it. The nmanse at Foss is getting on but Alexr wll
not be settled there before Witsunday next. He has been preaching and | am nost
happy to say is popular. His Gaelic is clipped, and has an English tone about it,

whi ch practice | hope will overcone. | hear Chesthill is going to marry Sir Neil

Menzies's el dest daughter. At |east so the country reports say, but as to the
truth of the report | cannot vouch. You would probably hear of John Stewart’s
death. He was at Perth where he was taken ill, from whence he renoved to d enlyon
House where he died. His nother and the rest of the famly are still there and
well. Charles & Walter Stewart are still idle. Charles has not taken a farm nor
are his friends anxious he should from his want of experience. | regret he did

not go abroad, but by the foolish interference of his nmother and sister he is
kept at honme doi ng nothing. W have you dead several tinmes since you went out. On
going home | found the report very general and | need not tell you the joy and
satisfaction of the Highlanders on ny stating to them that you were in good
health, and their anticipation of the protection and support they have
experienced, and they fondly |l ook to your return to your native country. | hear
now from hone that you are married tho I question much if this report be not of a
piece with its predecessors. M Janes Eccles is highly gratified by the Pines you
sent to Ms Eccles. He is now in England and will of course wite you very soon

Had he been here when this opportunity occurred he woul d have taken advantage of
it. The Barrel of Sugar you sent to Garth reached there in safety and was very
good strong sugar. The Arethusa our last ship arrivd from Trinidad two days ago
bringing the remai nder of the Crop. The quantumw th some Planters will be short,
and the quality of the Sugar in every case is inferior to last year’'s
inportation. I amquite well in dasgow and have as nuch to do as | can possibly
attend to. Wth M Eccles (Janes) attention and the kindness of Ms Eccles | am
quite happy and nuch as | feel nyself indebted to that famly, yet ny services in
the Counting House and in a private capacity may be sonme renuneration. The latter
however is ny duty the fornmer | had no reason to expect. WIIliam has gone to
Garth for a few weeks, and | have only now to add that | shall wite you very
soon by way of Trinidad, Yr very faithful and affectionate DS

300319DSI Losh to JS of G Port of Spain, 19th March, My Dear Sir, Since the
mel ancholy affliction in the sudden and unexpected death of M [Robert] Irvine
(whose decease | greatly lanent) | very nuch doubt if you will pay us a visit in
Town so early as you would as a matter of course have done. | take advantage of
this safe opportunity to enclose you Steven's draft on Eccles for your signature
and have to thank you for the pronptness with which you executed this matter as
well as the other matters committed to your care when last in Town. | forget



whether | quoted to you our advice from dasgow by the Packet in which fine
sugars are said to have risen from the |owest point of depression 2/- to 3/-.
Inferior qualities from 1/- to 2/-. No news in Town yrs etc JOHAN LOSH. PS |
communi cated the nelancholy occurrence |last night to Col Hamlton & M Coodsir.
Pl ease send up your other invoices for entry, particularly Arethusas.

300617DSI to ARI. | think you want nore in your queries than you can know at
present. M WIIliam Eccles’ “disheartening’” answers proves this, but | shall as
far as | can answer your Queries as | know as nmuch fromreading all the letters
fromMMrtin & Co as the Eccles’ do. You ask “Can M Janes speak for self and

t he other Executors” | answer he can. The others are his servants and creatures &
what he dictates is law and tho they nust in obedience to their trust act
inpartially on the other side, yet M Janes will answer all your questions and
satisfy you so far as he knows on everything. This nmuch then you know but | don’t
know i f M Janes’ quietness all along has struck you. As Executor he should have
witten my Mother with a Copy of the WII which was sent hone to himfor that

pur pose, but he coolly tells me “you had better send thema copy of that will”
which | did, but in everything el se he keeps the sanme reserve. “What is ny
nother’s property in the Wst? The Garth & Druntharry | ands, Negroes, Negro
huts, Steam Engine, Boiling House, Dwelling House etc etc when di scunbered. They
are as you say “virtually” the property of Eccles’ for the present because they
hol d a second nortgage on the | ast 47 Negroes purchased and a joint nortgage on
all the Negroes, Land, Boiling houses etc belonging to John before the purchase
of the 47. “\What are the burdens on the property?’ This is not yet known. W know
t he debts at home, and any other debt in Trinidad. McMartin & Co nust |et us
know, and you can by and bye ascertain them It is inpossible to say when it will
be clear. WIIliam Eccles answered you so. It depends upon the season, the Sugar,
the Market and, nost inportant of all, proper managenent. How is ny nother to be
satisifed of the property being properly conducted - She nust trust to the
Executors and Manager or appoint an Attorney which would be nore of an expense
than a benefit. The property at this tinme owes us £7235 including a Bill of £100
due 1st July this year, all the supplys we know of for this season & two bills of
£600 & £400 for stock. On 1st July 1831 there is another Bill of £1000 due and

one of the same anmobunt on 1st July 1832. And on 1st July 1833 one Bill nore of
£1580. [Total] £10,815. There is £309 at the credit remains of |ast years Sugar
but none at all of this years. | closed a sale however of 22 Hhds by the Cal ypso

which only bring £194. 2.7 about £9 each, and granting we receive 200 hhds, that
is only £1800 to cone agai nst the Bal ance of £7235 what the Estate now owes. The
Engine is to put up and this will cost £500 at |east, but the stock sold when the
Engine is up should pay this expense. You should nost unquestionably wite M
James but wait till Septenber. You then allow all the ships to cone. You have
probably all the West Indian papers. You see what the Crop has been. You can then
know t he reversion, and whether you can conveniently claimany part of this
reversion.

| was a little anused lately with a petty specinen of the reserve in our affairs.
I wanted a cask of Sugar for ny nother and told M Janmes so. He said nothing. |
then told Ronal d. he answered. He could do nothing wthout orders, and yet al
this fuss about a cask which they |lost would only be 25/-. “Ch ?Bunpere. OCh
Moses!” WIlliam Eccles | did not speak to. He has too nmuch matter of fact
severity and does not deal his favours nmuch like a gentleman tho he may nean
well. On the contrary he carries his “scoundrel maxini even to the sacrificing of
his private friends if he don't |ook out. The cask | alluded to was marked
“Barrel” in the manifest of the Ship and McMartin & Co’s manifest, but M WIIliam
made it “tierce” a cask considerably larger, but ? I do not know but if | my
suspect that it is to keep nmeat say “tis pitiful. Tis wondrous pitiful”. It may
be too bad to suspect a gentleman in this way but they will give me no reason for
their doing and I must find one. | wote Losh yesterday with all and sundry of
your requests, It was a day too late for this week’s packet, but it nmay overtake
her and there would be no other before 6th July. | preferred letting it take its
chance. If this letter be in tinme for the Packet now sailing Losh will have it in
good tinme for or last ship | eaving there and can thus send home your demands.
They are probably now on their way and if so so nuch the better. My remarks to



Clementina | see do not please you but they are not nore than just. My nother
may be allowed a sumfromthe Estate but it is optional with the Mrtgages. The
nost unfortunate business was this |ast purchase of poor John’'s. Had the property
remained as it did it would now have been clear and we shoul d have had a certain
incone of at |east £800 a year, but this is sunk and tho | personally see the
advantage | amto receive fromthe Garth Estate and an expenditure upon it, yet
we nmust submt to the property remaining as it is, for tho ny nother's tithe wll
be acknow edged, yet any advantage she can receive fromit while nortgaged wl|
depend upon good years and good managenent. Perhaps it may be necessary to see
matters in propria persona, and it nust be sooner or later, but of this
hereafter. My nother is quite entitled to know how she stands with regard to the
Property and this you can ascertain at the tinme | nmentioned, at all events you
know from WI | iam Eccles’ own nouth how you stand at present. That you know the
debts at home, but not abroad. That Sugar will not pay nore than the interest on
t he debts and expenses for this year as tines go, and tho this is disheartening
you cannot help yourself. This is carrying the property to the extrene of | owness
but the Estate cannot do nuch nore till the Engine is at work when the Crop
shoul d be 300 Hhds if well conducted and at this rate for 5 or 6 years should
clear it, at the rate Sugar now brings, about half as much as usual. | know t hat
“our forlorn hope” as my sister calls it will annoy and agitate you but you
shoul d not fret yourself. Allow things to go on till Septenber when you shoul d
take, as M Janes says, “nore decided steps”. What he nmeans by this he best

knows, but | again think you should allow themthe chance of know ng nore before
you wite them | will let you know every sale made of the Garth Sugars & every
thing else that I think can interest you fromtine to tinme. | amnuch obliged to
Chesthill for his handsonme present, nore particularly his Pony for Clenentina’ s
sake - perhaps | may hope to get an outside seat on himby and bye - | feel for
poor Don - poor in noney, poor health & poor in everything. | was glad to hear

t hat you had got over your sacraments well. | congratul ate you on the
satisfaction you gave all our friends on that occasion and trust you nay go on
and prosper. | heard of Clementina s attenpt to found a sect of Baptists in your
burn. It was certainly a burning shame to do the |like so near to an Established
mnister’s house. | amglad to hear of your boat - It will be a great pleasure to
me if | visit you in Septenber and have tine to pay ny respects with Loch Tunmel
trout. | saw W I Iliam Fergusson Dunfallandy here two days ago - | had the offer of
an introduction but it ‘didn’t suit’ and | got off. | paid a visit to the Botanic
Gardens | ast night where there was a pronenade of |adies and gentlenen. It was a
sal amagundi turn out but there were a few respectables - just imagi ne one G asgow
merchant of ‘high degree’ wal king about with his hand in the flap of his

i nexpressi bl es and anong the | adies too another again was strutting with his
hands in his Coat pockets displaying the extent of his ‘honor’, and this was
necessary for he got into a duel and was said to have shown the white feather -
This fundanental display | dare say satisfied npst present that he was only

sl andered. | mean to go again as a stranger. | have now paid three visits in that
capacity and have al nost run out of nanes, next tinme | shall give them ‘' Donach
More’, | think. This will be a tickle for the Clerk. | feel lighter of |late since
ny | eeching, and believe now that ny stomach is my only bother. One of our clerks
is laid up with a fever at honme. | will see how he gets on by and bye. WIIiam
wote you to the day about some noney. He studies very hard if not too nuch so
but I will take himout in the nornings. | shall be thankful for your promn sed
£10. | amglad you have the C ock so near you, of course you will visit her “in
course”. | have encroached on Counting House hour & nust plead this as my apol ogy
“still an’on you oonderstand” the letter is long, is long Sir.

300905DSI Copy letter to Eccles” fromGarth. My Dear Sir, | feel gratified by the
manner i n which you reduced Ki ppen’s passage noney, and the recei pt of your
letter of the 25th Aug. | was glad to see that you had returned safely from your
trip to England tho | daresay the gale you sustained would add little to the
confort of the voyage in ny friend Wllianm s eyes who | understand was to
acconpany you. | amsorry that | should not have sent you nore gane hitherto. The
Loui sa’s | ong voyage has del ayed the arrival of a Gun which | expect by her and
the crops here are all standing as partridge shooting not conmenced nor will not



for a fortnight or so, and even then not generally. | was surprised to hear of M
Taylor’s marriage. | should have [thought] himtoo old to indulge in a wife, but
he was probably gui ded by the good maxim “better |late than never” tho | can’'t say
that | would have exactly selected himas Husband for a Young Lady of 18. M

Ronal d’s letter of the 2nd brought ne the welcone intimtion of the Louisa's
arrival. | see there are 4 trunks or packages for my nother which she is

exceedi ngly anxious to get as soon as possible. | should hope no application may
be necessary to the Board of Custons tho |I question whether the forner one only
referring to the Plate & Books can refer even in a general way of the present
packages which we conceive consist principally of swords, medals, watches etc.

see that Neill & G ay were to take the trouble of witing to Port G asgow for a
copy of the Board s order to that Establishnment and trust that no further form
will be required. | was also glad to see that things were doing well on Garth

The | oss of the carter who was “a valuable Negro” is severe but M Ronald states
t hat you have been witten to send out an overseer or carter in his stead. Young
Ki ppen (of whom | wote to you) | find goes to Duncan Stewart and w |l be on

Garth. He might be able to take the part of overseer required. | nust however
state to you that this youth has beat his relations & Father & Mther to make
anything of him He is not ill disposed nor has he behaved ill but he is so | azy

t hat sending hi mout woul d be nonsense were he not a burden to his parents who
are very intelligent and industrious people for their rank. Stewart is his
cousin, and on being put on his guard of Kippen's propensity mght bring him
round to an Overseer or at |east make a carter of him for all his
acconpl i shments in this country are conproni sed by nmeat, drink & sleep. | have
been di sappointed in not hearing fromM Losh. He has not witten any nmenber of
our famly as ny late Uncle & Brother’s friends nor as an Exr and | nust say that
he has very inperfectly filled the part of both, let his notives be what they
may. We have heard nothing fromhimby this ship, as yet, and as | hardly expect
he shoul d have put his letter inside one of the packages. Stewart the manager was
by one letter of intimation we had fromhimwas to wite in fully by the very

first opportunity & yet his letter or letters have never reached us. | have
t hought seriously of late of the propriety of ny going to Trinidad to settle on
Garth. | would use many argunents to back nmy proposal, but of these you are nuch

nore sensible than | am You are aware how we are fettered at honme. How the Garth
property at Trinidad is just nowin as far as concerns ny nother, a sunk capita
and tho | amsatisfied of the honor and intelligence of those in charge, yet it
is notorious that the nore we are interested the nore we econom se. My own idea
is that | should go but this is strictly ny owmn. My fam |y know nothing of it,
and to you | appeal for you and your brother’s sanction or disapproval. In either
case | amyour servant at least to the termof ny indenture & you will probably
be guided in your answer by considering whether ny services can be of nost use to
you in Trinidad or dasgow. If ny nother is satisfied that | should go and has
your sanction | know her strength of mnd and interest in all wll make her

agai nst her own feelings perhaps (and you know how fully these have been tried)
acqui esce in the arrangenent but should you di sapprove of the ideas then | have
spared her the pain of broaching a subject which afterwards was di sm ssed. |

shall expect to hear fromyou by Thursdays post. | beg you to nmake enquiry in the
Counting Room & if | amneeded | shall be with you imMmed. My nother & sister join
me in regards to Ms Eccles & Msses Eliza & Noriana & with best w shes

301127DSI Copy to ARI. To Lewis Grant, Gov of Trinidad. Sir, Afriend of mne in
Perth made me acquainted with the ternms in which your Excellency expressed
yourself towards ny famly. You are aware of my misfortune at St Lucia &
Trinidad. Had ny brother survived | should then have taken the l|iberty of
clai m ng your Excellency’s patronage towards himbut his death does not in the

| east take away fromthe pleasure | feel in acknow edgi ng yr Excellency’'s polite
and friendly attentions towards us. When nmy uncle M Stewart of Garth died, |
determ ned on going out to Trinidad to superintend my nother’s estate of Garth
there but | found I should have to begin the world anew after having had nearly 3
years experience in a nercantile house here, but could |I hold a situation there
that woul d support ne, | should be glad to accept it, no Il ess on ny own account
that that | should be present to | ook over the conduct of a property at present



in the hands of entire strangers to nme. |If your Excelly knows of any such
situation | should feel honored by your answering ny letter. DS

30th Nov 1830 London. Sir, | have this nmoment received your |etter regarding
your nother’s property in Trinidad, As to any tenptation by obtaining a
situation, | can with safety assure you that | see no opening for several years

to come for any person. Various situations which now exist are to be done away
with and the present holders are to be allowed small pensions of renuneration

for loss of office until vacancies occur to replace themin others, |I had a true
regard for both General Stewart and John Stewart and in consequence, as well as
froma natural wish not to | ose property averted fromits right channel, | was

anxious that the friends of that gentleman should know all Property in the Ws to
be deteriorated in nore ways than one if no person is present to take a right

charge of it. | strongly suspect this will be the fate of Garth unl ess sone
active steps are taken to prevent it, nore especially that M MMrtin, who was a
very worthy person is recently deceased. | wite this in a very great haste as |

have nmuch business on hand and little tinme, but | may repeat that nmy hunble
opinion is that the property should be ascertained to be under proper and
trustworthy managenment or otherwise it would be best disposed of it. | know not
now who is in charge of it. If you should see a M Andrew Johnston, a merchant of
Trinidad now in 3 asgow, | would recormend you to speak to himon the subject,
know nobody whom you could better rely upon if he is informed of the late M
Stewart’s circunstances. LEWS GRANT

DSI to ARl 5th Dec. As Ceneral Grant was good eno to state what you had in M
Rissel’s letter to ne, | thought it was ? to wite himin return even for the
sake of courtesy. You have here ny letter to himand his answer. He has behaved
handsonely in answering my letter so precisely, and as sone passages may al arm
you, | shall give you Johnstone’s expl anations. Johnstone says that the
deterioration of property Gant speaks of arises fromthe attenpts nmade at hone,
tho it is possible to hurt property by bad managenment, but this is only the case
when no one person is present “to take a right charge of it”. This Grant expects
will be the fate of Garth because McMartin di ed. Johnstone says that Cenera
Grant nust have thought that McMwas the only Executor, and that consequently on
his death it was under no proper charge, being ignorant of Losh’s authority and
the active steps he proposes are steps which he would not have recommended had he
known this. He could not, Johnstone says, have a nore efficient person that Losh,
or a nore honourable one, and thus he thinks we are secure in “trusty
managenent”. As to di sposing he says (Johnstone does) that it would be a dreadfu
sacrifice, and not to be thought of, at |least with the present feeling of Society
inregard to WI. property. Johnstone gives nme the highest pleasure in Losh's
character and he is not a man who would favour a friend were he ever not entitled
to praise. | amsure Losh deserves it, because Burnley of Trinidad had applied to
becone partner, and | expect to hear that he will becone so, and had Losh been a
?skenp no such application would have been nmade. We do not |earn nmuch from these
two letters except as to Losh. My idea in applying to the general for the
situation was this - that | would have an i ndependent place, perhaps of £200 to
£300 a year and by being on the spot set your mnd at ease as to the conduct of
t he property, but you see entrenchment is the order of the day, and | nust bide
my time. This letter to the Governor has another advantage in bringing ne under
his notice and by and bye shoul d he renenber his professions of friendship he may
do ne service. | have not shewn either to Eccles, that is either nmy letter or the
Governor’s answer because he has no concern in the matter, and because he has
been unaccountably altered in his conduct towards nme of late. | shall not observe
this till | trace its origin and then if | find, as | fear, that Ronald is
undermning nme, | shall give hima bit of my m nd. My excellent associate and
fellow clerk Lanont is precisely in the same predi canment and feels as
unconfortable as | do. Ronald s interest is strong, when he got the situation his
nephew has got, beating Eccles’ nephew and one or two nore fromthe West, and
do not give himfoul play when | attributed his anxiety to have ne, in the first
i nstance, out to Trinidad to a wish to have ne out of the way, and in the other
to dispose of Garth at a sacrifice too humliating to think of. | am now clerk
after two and a half year’'s experience and the sanme application that raise one to
the situation will still sustain one in the exercise of it. | shall comrence



regul arly when we get the Arethusa to sea next week, and when John Spicer sails.
At present | have got part of the books only. Ronald is going to marry. “A nodest
| over makes a jeal ous husband” they say, and | never can conceive how he managed
to pop the question. He marries in three weeks a London MIliner and brings her
to d asgow. | know nothing of her except that in dress she is rather furious.
£300 a year will not go far for a wife and fam |y, but Ronald is playing a deep
game. The Eccles’ are old nmen. Andrew the representative a fool. You understand
why Ronald continues our clerk now How | would |like to thwart himif | had
funds. We expect the Iris fromTrinidad i mediately. |I have not heard how nuch
Garth Sugar she has on board. The |ast advice you renenber put Garth down for 11
Hhds, but | expect 10 or 15 nore by her. The ?Neath |I believe | told you had
hul l ed up when we heard last. | will wite Stewart and Losh by the Arethusa.
wote Stewart to send hone the St Lucia linens by the Arethusa’ s return, and
shal | give Captain Boyd instructions regarding thembefore he sails. | nmean to
ask Losh if Uncle John’s Boy WIlliam MIntyre has got £20 and his liberty. If not
| shall insist upon it as it would be cruel to send hi mdown anong the field
Negroes as under Eccles nortgage. | shall ascertain that he is not so and | ook
over the MII before witing. The 35 Hhds and 5 Tierces Sugar by the Louisa

1835 30th Sept Garth Estate. ‘In Account with Gay Losh & Co....Sept 30th Pd
Susan Stewart 3 nth all owance £7-10s Pd Funeral Expenses of her Son £7-14s

341103DSI to ARl (date from postmark) Wednesday 3 o' clock Counting House. | am at
this nonent entangled in such a nmess of perplexity with some bl undering

bl ockhead’ s account that | give up in despair till Ronald return from G eenock
this evening. | had your parcel in course, but you did not wite to say what | am
to make of the valuation & advertisenent of the estates. | do not know for what
pur pose you sent them at least | do not know how to give thempublicity, if that
was the object. | shall keep them beside nme & you can let me know. | amvery gl ad
to learn that you are all so confortably settled at Foss with everything needfu
to ensure you a confortable sojourn during the winter. W had the Cal ypso in on
the 23rd. | had letters fromLosh & Stewart both detailing an attack of gl anders
the Garth cattle have had and 12 nul es and horses dead. The conplaint can not be
cured there & Losh says that it appears to be a kind of cholera. This of course
is quite in keeping with everything else, but they may probably not require any
nore cattle since they have that steam engine. Yet the loss is very great.
General ly speaking the rain having played the devil with the canes but on Garth
Stewart wites me there prospects are very excellent if they have only fair

weat her to make Sugar & cart it. Stewart had no overseer during the recent, but
now he has got one a M G| kison from Janmaica - a very honourable fellow and a
good planter. You have heard nme nention him He was to have been Losh’s partner
at one tinme but the Eccles’ nade proposals and arrangenents and G | ki son by

remai ning overlong in Jamaica was beat. He is a great help to Stewart. W have no
Sugar in the Calypso tho there were 40 Hhds ready sone nonths ago. The roads
there are made of clay haul ed out of ditches forned on each side. Branches of
trees are placed in the ruts when they becone very deep but such a road as this
in wet weather is inpassible. The Arethusa will be now about |eaving there and I
hope she may bring these 40 Hhds. | shall send you a copy of the Garth Alc
current soon & you nust bear in mnd that the Engine curtailed the Crop etc etc.
Eccles will give you a pitch about their engagenents etc. | believe | have sonme
chocol ate by this ship but I have had no better from G eenock in answer to ny
enquiries after it. | shall send you on sone & if | have any cigars | suppose |
must et you have sone too as you were savage because the puppies here got sone
when you refused them No word of Captain Canpbell. | can't inmagi ne where he has
gone to. | had a letter fromBruce lately. He is well. WIllie is in excellent
good health. He has taken the shine out of the other clerks. The Lord Provost
sent for answers to certain queries about fever. The no of patients, referrals,
causes, treatnent etc, And the dismissals for want of roomwere so very nunerous
that he has taken 4 flats of a cotton m |l for the poor wetches. The Clerk who
made out the report had the thanks of the Lord Provost with a further list, but
WIllie took good care the second tine to let his Ldship know that it was the

Assi stant Fever O erk who had drawn up the report and not the senior clerk of the
establishment. WIlie has ?neatured what it took the Clerk of 10 years to ??



over, and made out this ?Garee to the Physicians satisfaction. The other day a
fellow cane to the Infirmary with a sick relation & insisted on leaving his
relation there - roomor no room- He got very inpertinent & Wllie sent off a
note to Graham Captain of Police insisting upon an officer being sent to take the
fellow to the office. Graham was at di nner when he got the note & luckily he had
two of the nost influential directors dining wwth him WIlie was sent for,
expl ai ned and was commended, and the cause of the uproar was put in the Police

O fice. Gahamasked Wllie to stay which he did. One of the Directors - Lunsden
- a furious bonbast of a man - began telling Wthat he had settled that the Fever
Clerks were to pay no board. “But” remarked the other manager, “This gentleman of
course does pay board.” “Ah no,” replied Lunsden. “This is M Irvine of the Fever
Home dont you know. M Irvine, sir, Allow ne the pleasure of introducing him
one of our nost assiduous & neritorious Clerks and we will drink M Irvine's very
good health in return!” Since then he has been asked to send any inprovenents or
suggesti ons he may see to the managers who will feel nuch obliged to him He says
hi mself that he is very of a hen [Must be ? but |ooks pretty sic]. There are no
fears now of cholera. | think even typhus is going on desperately bad. W send a?
by the Calypso in a week. | do not see how!l amto overtake her today now have

| ast a confounded ? of hunbug That fellow Donald should be tied to a cows tai

etc etc. W also send today the John Scott on to Denerara but | have nothing to
do with her. WIllie has entered sone classes for the winter telling nother that
he and | |aughed heartily at the vanity of the ? course & con. | should w sh that
he had as nuch sense or experience or know edge or rumguntion in his whole body
as Wllie has in his little finger. Wait a little and we shall see which is the
better man. Wllie can play surgeon at any tinme but for the present he has no
time. Ofer ny best love to Clenentina and say that | shall wite her a long

letter in answer to her. | am nuch amused by her des of Ml nroys cl ansman Sandy
McAndra but | want the feather whether one or two or three distinguish a chief
etc | hope you have John James safe. | suppose | am never to hear from you again.
I must finish this letter as it is now near dinner tinme. | shall have a Box in
case you may require it at home, just sone chocolate etc. The Ml nroys come to
Town today. | believe. W have strong weather. | hope you will let nme know when
you begin to cone. | shall be anxious to hear how ? ? out. | suppose she will be

ol d enough to have a few ? this season

370310DSI Eccles & Co to ARI. W have your esteened favor of 7th inst. Wre it a
matter with which we had anything to do we would not hesitate a nonent to permt
any clause you choose in our agreement as may regard the actings & doings of your
Uncles Exrs fromwhomthere is no doubt you will receive the nost satisfactory
account but these are matters in which we cannot interfere. We now hand you the
deed of Agreenent all ready for the signature of you nother, yourself and David &
as soon as he brings it here it will be conpleted, after which if you wish it,
you can have a notarial copy thereof by ordering it from Mcgregor Mirray &
McGregor but this expense may be saved as it will be registered & on an afternoon
David could nake a plain copy of it for his own use. Please sign before two male
W t nesses at the bottom of every page where your initials are marked. The wi tness
to sign on the |ast page only.

370325DSI to Ms JI, 2 West George St. My Dear Mother, | have just done breakfast
and sit down to wite you in case you m ght be under any anxiety on ny account. |
reached d asgow on Wednesday afternoon. | found Burnley absent - He had gone to
Roxbur ghshire but arrived in Town the same evening as | did and i medi ately

call ed dowmn at the Black Bull. | only got to ny |odgings to sleep |ast night. The
Black Bull terrified me as nmuch as CGeordie Stewart’s brindl ed one, and | took ny
present roons yesterday & occupied themthe sanme night. | have had ny usual good
luck, of course,. My Landlady Ms MLachlan is an old | ady of 70, a kind,

nmot herly, clean |ooking old body with a remarkably smart active Daughter, and a
douce | ooki ng anxi ous servant. | have already cause to congratul ate myself upon
my good fortune, as ny fol ks here are highly respectable, and as far as | have
seen, nost anxious to make me confortable. My rent is 14s a week. Wllie w |
under stand where | hang out. It is exactly opposite Ben Geig’ s House. The
Monster still stal ks about smacking like a snapping turtle. | signed seal ed and



delivered all matters connected with our contract on Thursday so that matters are
now conpl eted and the noney paid. M Ronald has been kind. He gave nme a coupl e of
very sensi bl e advices, and professes the greatest confidence in nmy bein just
sure to do well. | dined with Burnley on Thursday, found him as usual. | dined
with the Perrys yesterday. They are all well. The old gentleman is in London
however at present. | supped wwth M Janes Eccles the night of ny arrival. He

enj oys very good health but she has totally lost the use of her legs. M WIIiam
Eccles is well. | have not seen his lady though |I called there. | shall however

di ne at the House sonme of these days | suppose. M Ceorge Eccles, M WIlliams
son, is now Partner of the House and sonmewhat upsetting in consequence. M Janes’
sons are two fine | ads but they would need control and direction. W have a sad
nest of fellows here in the 79th Regt at present and young nen shoul d not be
exposed to ganbling, drunkenness and open exulting infidelity. These are the
virtues which our young officers now seemto cultivate nost successfully and
these are the intimtes of ny young friends. Qur first ship may not be here yet
for a week, so that | will have little to do till then. There is a crisis comng
with our manufacturers here or | mstake nuch. You saw that they were shutting up
their mlls gradually. That will tend to keep down the glutt. A House the Mllers
& Co have sold sonme thousand Bales of Cotton lately at a | oss of £6 per bale.
They know of 16,000 bal es now on the way hone, and if they sell these at the sane
sacrifice they will be cleaned out as the people here call it. A M Dennistoun
was worth £60,000 on the first of January & he has | ost every farthing of it. A
M Brown in Manchester made £380,000 | ast year, and he has |ost £270,000 this.
There are others besides snmaller |osers, and we are in dread who may stand al

the storm com ng. The Sugar market is quiet. There was not a cask sold yesterday
but the prices keep up. As Ronald said to ne the other day “The Sugar market to

t he nost experienced is for the present a perfect Lottery.” There is however no
alarmfelt, nor no fear but that prices will be up. If they keep as they do |

will do well. Can you send nme a box next week? with a cheese in particular - ask
Bruce to let me have two Bottles of Sandy Duff's whi skey made in Bal nacrai g and
Faskal ly. The one marked Duff F and the other Duff B. | think I can sell al npost
any quantity fromthe scarcity of real good whiskey felt here. The ol der these
sanpl es can be sent the better as whiskey is conditionally bespoke already, and |
want a good excuse for asking a high price. | have settled down as usual. The

noi se is rather too nmuch at begi nning. The cotton and gown pieces wll be sent
you soon whenever | have time to | ook about nme. Sandy will hear from ne next
week. ’

370403DSI to ARI 2 Fife PI, dasgow. There are no arrivals fromthe West and | am
subsequently inpatient. By accounts received from Trinidad | ast week the Ship
Loui sa woul d be di spatched about the first March - about neans either then or
thereafter and never before with us and it will be the 8 or 10th of this nonth
before the Louisa gets to port. The accounts from Trini dad were of the 8th
February and gratifying as we could wish - fine weather and carting going on
briskly fromall the Estates. The Estates were expected to nake | arge Crops.
Matters are at a stand in our Sugar sale room There is no material falling off
in price as there is no pressing on the part of the holders. As little
unfortunately is there demand on the part of Rollers or Gocers. The Sugar market
is a perfect Lottery just now Eccles (Wn) made a specul ation by which he will

| ose £1200 & maybe £2000. Ot hers hold largely of Sugars purchased when the Market
was near the highest and were they now to bring their stocks into the Sanple Room
they woul d sacrifice at |east 10/- per cwt. The stocks held by speculators are
not large eno to affect our market subsequently. | have been repeatedly in the
sanple room | find that the Garth Sugars are a very favorable mark of late
years, and that a House of the highest respectability in town purchases them when
they can. This protects ne from bad debts. The change in Bank interests have |ed
to a change in our rate of discount. Formerly we allowed the purchaser 2 we now
give him2 1/2 per cent, the noney being paid within 14 days of the day of
purchase. This will nake sone alteration in ny sales but of this anon. The deed
was signed in nmy presence by the parties to it here the day after ny arrival. It
has been sent to get registered and today | call down to see that it is
registered. | have £190 at ny credit in the Coomercial. | do not expect to break



upon this sumfor sone tine, at |east not to any anmount. | have been at G eenock
and have arranged with Neill & Gay to take charge of my nmatters there. G ay
behaved very kindly. After | had detailed as nuch of nmy negotiations as that he
m ght understand ny position wth the Eccles’ he grasped nme warmy by the hand &

said “1 should have made the offer |ong ago but | never had the opportunity til
now. |If you want to purchase any property or to make any advance to any friend of
yours, apply to me and I will assist you. | amyour friend and woul d advi se you
not to do anything in that way just now Husband every £5 note you have. | am

doing so, but in a year or two we can see our way clear in anything at al
reasonable | will assist you.” This is very well froma man with whom | had only
sone interchange of civility fornmerly, and | know that he is sincere. GIlkison &
Brown have been | osing noney lately. Brown is & has been too sangui ne. He has
been [ osi ng upon his expectations and dreadfully upon his Sugar & Ml asses
inmportation. They are in no fear, but | hope they will benefit by the | esson and
not be in too great a hurry to get rich. I have taken no [roomin the] counting
house, nor do | nmean to do so. | find | can do fanously w thout one, and ny very
honest Landlady will not object to my having the few who trade with me com ng
about ny parlour. My books are all nade and ready. We live in sad tinmes here.
Last week we had three failing in the Cotton trade - one of themto the tune of
£200, 000. There are rumours of a very big house which is expected to come down
today, but no nane transpired. You will see themall in your newspapers. In
Manchester they are if possible in a worse state. One man named Brown nade

£380, 000 | ast year. He lost £270,000 this & then was at the dead thraw when the
Bank of Engl and agreed to bear himthrough. | have had no letter fromLosh. By
the Louisa | wll of course hear, also should there be any letter from Losh for
you, recollect that | will read it before | send it north. Duncan Stewart has got
the Eccles’ to advance himnoney to enlarge his cultivation. So | can [|ook for
little fromhim Perhaps he is not nortgaged. | will wite and see. The Gens in
Denerara purchased two years ago an Estate for £14,000. Two Crops has cleared it.
The Eccl es’ too have been advanci ng consi derably upon WI. property. You can thus

see the estimation in which these Capitalists hold their security. | amno ways
frightened for ny individual self, as if the 1SG [stanp. Gis subscripted to 1S]
Sugar sell at 57/- | cannot be far off the mark. They are now worth that price

and therefore | see matters at the worst. Refer you to the newspapers for all the
news. There have been several Club & Public dinners here none of which have I
attended and find it very easy to keep a good resolution. | heard of a good thing
said at a Public Dinner the other day. Wien His Majesty’s mnisters were
proposed, some one said ‘WIIl we not rise to drink that?” The party kept their
seats “There is no occasion to rise for thenf quoth Adanson, a great wag. “They
will rise for their sells.” You need not wite nme without you have sonething very
particular to say. You will hear again in the course of a week with all the
Trinidad news. My love to Baby & regards to Chesthill & Enmily

370413DSI to ARl When | wote you last | had promised to wite you again

i medi ately on the arrival of our first Trinidad ship. The Louisa arrived at

G eenock fromthat |Island on the evening of Tuesday |ast, bringing accounts down
to 1st March. OF Garth produce there is on board 33 Hhds and 8 Tierces Sugar 1SG
8 puncheons Ml asses 1SG which | hope you will consider a very respectable

shi pment. The ship is now di schargi ng and sanples of Sugar will be with nme by
early day next week. \Wen these sanples cone | shall lay themout for sale. MWy
reasons are that there is in our market a good demand for Sugar such as Garth
makes, that the state of the noney market does not inprove, and that fromthe
nunmber of people out and still going out of enploynment the hone consunption wll
be di m ni shed. There is in London a |arge consunption, a small (rmuch smaller,
that at the sane tine |ast year) stock on hand and yet except for the finer
qualities prices are going down. If therefore | get an offer for the 1SG Sugar
equal to their valuation shall | sell? Touching the Ml asses they are worth from
£5.10 to £6.10 per cask in quality. | have given a note of themto a Broker who
attends to the sale of Ml asses & who therefore fromwatching the markets wl |
effect better sales than | could in that article of produce. Hs charge is very
small. Losh has drawn no Bills on the Eccles’ against the Garth Estate by this
ship. The Arethusa or mail follow in 3 weeks and by one or both he nost probably



will. Losh wites nost favorably of the Garth. He says that it is nowin a
situation to make | arge Crops, that the weather was then beautiful and that he
hopes the Garth woul d export a very considerable increase. | have not heard a
word fromhim If you have | shall hear of it. The Louisa returns again in 10
days, and as | nmean to wite both Losh & John Gray the manager you will say if
you have anything to communicate to either. The anmpbunt of stores sent out for
Garth up to this date is £700. | have made all the necessary entries in nmy Booth
arising fromnegotiations with Eccles, my nother & yourself. The Bill of Lading
was endorsed over to nme |ast evening and this norning | have forwarded it to
Neill & Gray that they may attend to ny consignnents. Ronald stated | ast evening
that the only further thing necessary to be done was that Gray Losh & Co
according to our Deed of Agreenment should relieve Eccles & Co fromall further
responsibility after 31 Decenber last as it will be the nonth of July nost
probably before the actual debt due by Garth can be ascertained, before then we
will be able to get a letter from Gay Losh & Co in ternms of our obligation. The
sales of Garth Sugar are not all conpleted as yet. The deed has been recorded or
as Ronal d expressed “it’s just whar naething nor naebody can never tich't”. |
must | find take a small office. | found no roomhere and as a place of call is
i ndi spensabl e | have | ooked at a small roomin Buchanan Street for which £9 is
asked. In this matter | have been guided by the advice of our friend Brown and
others. | mean to open ny account with the Conmerci al Bank of Scotland. They
behaved very handsonmely to us and as they are a House of the first credit here |
mean to return their conplinment. The Cotton spinners struck work the other day.

They will Iike the O dham chaps be glad to return upon their masters terns by and
bye, but like their English conpeers in folly to find their places supplied by
others. There are no late failures. | amglad to see you Menber of Assenbly. In

Greenock the other day the Presbytery objected to the overture of the el dership
for the very reason that you (as an individual did) did. The vagueness of a bona
fide elder. | saw John Forbes yesterday. He is sufficiently plain. Dr MLeod has
been confined to bed and to his roomever since his return from England. | have
got sone gut for you which will reach Cuny next week. | have been all norning

wi th Lanont opening ny Booth and wite hurriedly. I am now going out to effect an
I nsurance on the Garth Sugar in bond - the extent to £1000 or so. The premumis
1/6 per cent. The policy is made out for 3 nonths at a tine so that when there is
no produce in bond the policy expires. Best w shes to baby who | hope w |
continue to thrive. Let me hear fromyou during the next week. In ny next | wll
comruni cate any thing | may glean as to the state of the slave population in our
Colonies. | was in touch with poor Ronald s wife the other day. She displ ayed
nore feeling than | | ooked for on the nelancholy occasion. Ms Janes Eccles very
much better

370504DSl Losh to ARI. Trinidad. My dear Sir | had this pleasure by the Arethusa
since which | have been on the Coast & visited Garth in nmy progress. There is now
made there about 200 Hhds & | amin great hopes as the dry weather stil

continues that 50 nore may still be ground. By the Geniffer just arrived | have
a letter stating that the Agreenent you had entered into with E & Co remai ned
unexpected. It is no doubt a |arge undertaking but in the expectation of the
Market inproving | do not think you run nmuch risk in obtaining speedy

rei mbursenments fromthe Estate. Your |ate uncle’s boys - John, WIIliam and David,
have been making application to ne for part of the Legacy bequeathed to them by
their late father. They request the sum of £100 stg api ece which they think they
could lay out profitably. If it were possible | should like to give them
sonmet hi ng and beg you will take their case into consideration. Wlliam | concur
is the nmost prudent of the three and very industrious. You will nuch oblige ne by
an early reply on this subject as | have pronmised to lay their application before
you with a favorable recomrendati on. Considering all things they have been very
pati ent and have not shewn any want of confidence in nme in protecting their
interest. The Crops generally have fallen off greatly this year in consequence of
t he extensive rains of |ast year & the unusual dry weather since beginning of
January. The exportation will be at |east three or four thousand Hogsheads short
of last year. By the “Spence” | have made a shipnment of 57 Hhds Sugar from Garth,
and as was the case with the parcels already forwarded fromthis Crop have nmade



out a separate Bill Lading which may be endorsed over to your Brother if
required. Wth kind regards to Ms Irvine and other nenbers of your famly. John
Losh

370505DSI 135 Buchanan St to ARI. | was wondering very nuch of late why | had not
heard fromyou and yours of the 20th April from Cuny was handed ne yesterday
with the d asgow postmark of the 4th upon it. |I have neither roomnor tine to
dwel | upon this, but its recurrence may becone very inconvenient. | have sold the
Garth Sugars but not at a very renmunerative price. On the 20th ult, finding a
good dermand, | sold my inportation per Louisa, the 33 Hhds at 53/- and the 8
tierces at 54/-. | also sold the Mol asses on the 19th ult at 26/- per cask. These
prices for the Sugar are very miserable. The Ml asses sells well. It is proper to
remark that the Louisa cargo was an inferior one. The Eccles sold the great bul k
of their inportation by the Louisa on the sanme day that | sold, but declined
allowng the remainder to go at the prices then current. The week follow ng they
sold what they held at a 6d of a deduction. Qur Sugar market is exceedingly dull
If your |lot of Sugar happen to suit a purchaser he will give a good price for it
as times go, but the dealers are living fromhand to nmouth and there is not a
pound taken on specul ation. Every man in the trade is husbanding his neans. The
Sugar Roller who has the Country dealers, refiners and grocers largely in his
books does not know how soon they may be decl ared bankrupt & therefore he
requires to be prepared to neet his engagenents out of his own capital. There is
the same jeal ousy of their customers on the part of the grocers, and until there
is confidence restored it is quite inpossible that prices can go nuch higher. In
London there are 6500 Hhds West India & 28000 Bags Mauritius (each bag 1.5 cwts)
short of their last year’'s stock. Here we ware 1100 cwt Sugar and 14000 casks

Mol asses shorter this year than we were at the sane period last. Tea is nuch
cheaper & the consunpt encreased tenfold. Many of the Colonies will make short
Sugar crops and great Britain never has been as ill supplied with Sugar as at
this nmonent, and yet the purchasers parade our sanple roonms with their hands in

t heir pockets, and if they buy at all we nust neet too often on their own terns.
Then the nonent there is a novenent the w seacres who held for higher prices
(confound their greed) When sugars were going at 69/- & 73/- bring their old
stock into the market. These just to get themoff their hands, they sell cheaper

t han we new Hhds can or will do, and the consequence is that untill the old
stocks are cleared away, we shall have little advance in prices. What under al
the circunstances is best to be done | feel it quite inpossible to say. | never

can get on at these prices. That is a self evident proposition, On the other hand
I nust neet nmy engagenents for freight now & the £1400 payable in July, and ny
present intention is to sell as nuch Sugar as will place ne in funds and let the
remai nder lay in nmy drawers for a little. The causes | have enunerated nust and
wi Il operate by and bye. Wat the country wants is confidence. There is plenty of
noney in London, but then what security is good? Four nonths hence you wil|l
answer ne that question. My accounts from Trinidad are down on the 19th March.
The Arethusa would sail on the 1st April. She is therefore due on Tuesday first.
She had 34 Hhds Garth Sugar on board on the 10th March. | shoul d suppose the

shi pment may be encreased to 45 Hhds in all. The accounts from Garth conti nue
nost satisfactory - a large Crop making & the weather beautiful. The Louisa
sailed again for Trinidad this week. Al the Garth stores ordered for this Crop,
except the 10 Hhds coal s have gone. These latter will | fear not be sent till
Cct. We shall see. There were two mules sent out for the Garth per Louisa. One
whi ch | bought | hope turns out well, the other may possibly serve to illustrate
the possibility of an animal keeping its feet without a sound | eg under it. |
have dwelt in nmy letter upon the matter of stock to Losh & Gray. | trust we shal
bye and bye need | ess assistance in that way, but when we do purchase, we may
reasonably expect that £25 nmay reasonably purchase a mule that would require to
be put into the wagon & not between the trains. The weights of the Garth Sugars

are very nuch inproved. | am however not yet pleased with them nor with the
colour of the Sugar. | sent Gray the weight and and average sanple. This | shal
continue to do until | see the Garth yield a Crop which in quantity and quality

will satisfy one. Losh has been instructed to send me a Journal of operations on
the Garth Estate. | shall see the dispositions of our slaves, and in the com ng



critical tinmes that know edge will prove useful. Besides a strict surveillance in

this way will keep Gray to his duty. | have also directed all the Ml asses nade
on Garth to be sent home. The Mol asses Crop of that estate is worth from£500 to
£600 here!. If you will just take the trouble to | ook at the amount credited in

t he Col onial Account of G L. & Co for rum & Ml asses you will see the

hopel essness of doing any great good with the article of produce when made into
rumor otherw se used in the colony. Losh wites nme from Trini dad of date the
28t h January. He had not then got yours from Foss. He has done nothing about the
little place attached to Garth. The |lawers have it in court and will keep it
there so long as there is anything to fight for. This place | trust will be

i medi ately had. My only sal vation since prices have gone down is to increase ny
gquantity. Duncan Stewart also wites nme. Hi s hands he says are tied. W shall see
anon. | amnot at all anxious to be rich too fast. Qur good friends G | kison &
Brown have been far too sangui ne, extending their businesses too far & | osing
money and ot herwi se placing thenselves in very critical situations. Did | tel

you that John Gay of G eenock offered ne £1600 to buy the property in Trinidad.
He did so and it was a friendly act. By and bye I may be able to shew himthat |
appreciate his confidence in nme. | amon the very best ternms with the Eccles &
Ronald. M WIIliam Eccl es has done nme much good by his attention to ne in the
sanpl e room & whenever and whoever we neet in public. | amgradually working ny
way into useful acquaintance. | shall think of the ornanental by and bye.
Touching ny good friend the laird's Conmi ssion, | shall get hima Barrel of Sugar
on Monday or Tuesday. There are none on show just now. The Limes are not so
easily got. | shall instruct nmy agent in G eenock to pounce upon the first keg
comng. | amdelighted to see that you are conming here by the end of this nonth
You will see the situation in which we are, and that will set your mind at rest
on my account. You nust so arrange as to spend a couple of days with ne and if
you could come on a Friday norning and bring a popular sernon in your pocket many

of your friends would be greatly pleased. | have just heard fromny sister. The
old woman says she is better. | amdelighted with this and hope the Foss air wll
have its usual good effect upon her. | am necessarily nuch confined, but ny

health on the whole is good, and | have reason to be pleased with and proud of
myself. My sister is to send a Box by you when you go south. Put two bottles of
your Strathtumrel Snuggler’s whiskey into it. Such a thing is greatly appreciated
here. | dined with Burnley yesterday to neet old respectable nerchants. | find
the General had a nunber of friends here and that is a good feather in my cap. At
a late neeting I had to nmake an extenpore speech which Henry Paul the chairman
said deserved to be | earned by heart by every nenber present. Al things work
together for nmy good and a good beginning is half the battle....PS My sister
speaks of a Davie Alston being in the Country. Did you hear that there was

anyt hing wong there? Don’t say so on ny authority but an officer of the 79th now
stationed here told nme that Master Davie got so doubtful that the Col onel haul ed
hi mup. That after that he fell on the drawing roomfloor of a private house and
was carried out nmortal. George Robertson Strowan ny sister says is to be married
to the el dest daughter of Major Menzies. Nothing nore likely. he is a foolish
chap. | know that he is constantly with them

370516DSI to ARI. 135 Buchanan St. | received yours of the 10th in due course.
have read attentively all that you say of the Sugar Market. The market which
about the date of ny last rallied for a nonent, has since fallen, and judgi ng by
our accounts from Anmerica & what we know of & see around us, it will fall nuch
lower at least till October or Novenber next. Yesterday Cole laid down a very
fair cargo of Trinidad Sugars and woul d not sell a cask at the present prices.
Burl ey on the other hand sold off at a reduction all that he held and G I kison &
Brown who exposed sugars refused 54/- for a quality which if I am not nuch

nm staken they will take 50/- for in 6 weeks. What | nean to do nowis this.
Seeing that every price current from London evinces a decline - that public

confidence is still as bad as ever - that there is no enploynent for our
mechani cs, and that our refined sugars are as dull as the raw, I wll not refuse
the best market price going & realise sales of all ny inportation. I am
constantly told that things nust be at the |l owest and nust nend. | can discover

no tangi ble ground for either opinion. I will sell as a matter of policy. Any



tinme by the 15th June will be tinme eno to sell to neet ny engagenments. The
Arethusa arrived from Trinidad on Thursday |ast bringing ne 59 Hhds Sugar, a
letter for you from Losh enclosing Gay Losh & Cos Account for supplies to the
Garth down to 31st Dec 1836. The letter | opened. Losh wites in great haste and
is very brief but says he will reply at length to your letter on 10th Jany by an
early opportunity. The account for supplies shews a balance of £727.11s due to
G L. & Co for which they have drawn of Eccles & Co. You will recollect that
Ronal d stated G L. & Co £1050 + £900 stores, hence £1950. G L. & Co’ s account
£3727.11s = stores £853.18.9 hnce £1581.9.9. | have directed Ronald to have our
account prepared forthwith so that when you conme here it wll be waiting you. |
need not say nuch upon the Col onial Account as we shall shortly go over it
together. £727.11s you will remark is a very little over our mninmum all owance
for the Colonial expenditure. But then the debit of this account is nearly £1200
sterling, and the itens are some of them open to challenge eg £135 sterling for
oxen and nul es which added to the price & expense of transm ssion of the two
purchased here makes £200. This will never do. There is a good deal of nopney
spent for what is in the account ternmed “free | abour” besides sundry “orders” to
sundry individuals wi thout specifying for what. As to the credit again we have
here one or two extraordinary itenms which cannot be calculated on in any, at

| east every year. £100 for some old machinery & sonme pucheons - spare ones etc -
then the Mdl asses do sonmething - £295 sterling - there were only 70 or so sold,
and | do not see any nention of rectifaction or Rum This year Ml asses are far
nmore valuable and | fondly trust that Losh will send them hone as directed by
you, and as conditionally confirmed by ne ie if he can't sell themthere at 2/6
per Gallon. They will not pay as well here even at the present high rate, nore
particularly with a four shilling freight. Ml asses here are selling for 26/6 at
the ship’s side, value per puncheon £7 to £7.10. On the whol e however G L. & Co’s
account is satisfactory in nett anount altho in the G oss sone or the itens are
open to ani madversion, at least so | think. Losh reiterates as large Crop - and
short Crops from Trinidad are again confirnmed. Low | ands are yiel ding nothing.
230 Hhds will enable ne to tackle just in tinme to nmeet ny engagenents at the
present prices. | yesterday sent ny nother £50 her half yearly annuity fromthe
Garth Estate. | have received paynent of ny Sugar & Mol asses per Louisa sold 19th
& 20th ult. O course you heard of Oswald s failure (MP for City). His debts are
variously stated. £250,000 is probably near the mark. This is one brush. W had
anot her yesterday, Leslie Reid & Co but they are very small, only £80,000. Two
nore are whispered today & there we are. It will not be too nmuch to say that we
shall see the fruits of the above failures sone 6 weeks hence in a nunber of
smal | houses being Gazetted. Tinmes here set at defiance the nost intelligent and
experienced anongst us. The Eccles’ have been appointed agents here for the
Honor abl e East India Co of London, and appointnent highly creditable to them and

eventual Iy nost lucrative. The E.I. House here are | daresay biting their thunbs
and well they may. We are delighted by Burdetts success. My health for a week has
been very so so. | have only been confined one day to the house. | had | ast night

a couple of nercury pills and expect to get rid of ny bile incontinently. Change
of air and diet and anxiety of mnd are all capital nurses for bile & blue

devils. | shall expect to hear fromyou when you are to be here. Portages are a
very serious matter to nme & let your letters be as few and fat as possible. |
anxi ously hope that ny little pet Baby’'s cold will soon |eave her. | daresay |

may find you sonething for ny |ady, nous verrons. The Linmes | fear are not
forthcom ng. | sent the Laird a tierce Sugar. Nett proceeds of 63 Hhds and 29 ts
Sugar on hand 30 Sept last £1239.7s. This is £39.7s over Ronald s cal cul ati on,
whil e the amount of supplies at hone and abroad is £69 under it, so that we have
nmore than £400 upon which we did not cal cul ate.

370621DSI to ARl 135 Buchanan st. | had your letter of the 15th in due course.
This is with the exception of Saturday ny idlest day, and | date ny letter now
that | may have nore leisure and |less interruption than | amlikely to have
tonorrow. First as regards business. The Spence and Hamilla arrived from Trini dad
on the 19th. The former with 57 and the latter with 7 Hhds Sugar for ne - by both
64 Hhds Sugar - dates of Bills of Lading 4th & 8th May. On the 1st May there were
200 Hhds Sugar made on Garth, and if the weather, which was then fine continued



so, | may look for 50 Hhds nore - ie 250 Hhds will be the maxi mnum of mny

i nportations for this year. To Losh’s letter which you will find in the Box I
refer you. For the present | can only allude to the recomendati on he makes t hat
we shoul d pay nmy Uncle’s sons, John, WIIliam and David £100 sterling each of
their patrinmony. This proposal so warmy urged by Losh has ny regard but it is
premature in nme to say whether | should be disposed to acquiesce in it to the
extent of paying these chaps any part of the noney left to themby their father
till a nore advanced period of the year when | have about realised ny funds and
know their amount. It will necessarily be a matter for after consideration, but
for the present they were you are aware |eft £200 sterling each by their father’s
will. Any noney that they get will be through ne, and | wll take good care that
those arrangements to which I ama party will not beconme enbarrassed however
urgent the reconmendati on, or however proper, or necessary the forwarding the
worldly well being of these gentry may be. By & bye we shall resune consideration

of this subject. For the present we shall lay it up in the “Bal aam Box”. You
mght like to know ny inportation is up to this date. Here they are
per Louisa arrived 12 April Sugar 33 Hhds 8 tierces Ml asses 8 puncheons p
Aret husas arr 12 May 59 hhds
p Spence arr 19 June 57 hhds
p Ham |1l a do do 7 hhds

156 Hhds 8 Tr 8 puncheans

of these there are sold

per Louisa Inportation Hhds at 53/- and tierces at 54/-

per Arethusa do 52/ -

Remai ni ng on hand 64 Hhds Sugar

There are three vessels now | oading or about to |load at Port of Spain Trinidad,
say we import by these

1st Cal ypso now at sea on way hone 40 hhds

2 Geniffer to sail in a week 30 hhds
3 Loui sa Uncertain 20 Hhds
90 Hhds
There is the Crop and happy may we be if we can only get it. As to the future
prices are now 2/6 better than they were on the 6th inst. That is to say | could

get 54/6 for the Sugar | sold on the 6th June at 52/-. The Market is stil
rising, and I amout of deep water. My course is nowto hold as long as | can &

make what cones pay for what is past. | amconfident that ny present inportation
will be of good quality and if | find themso I may sell imediately. If not |
will lay by and watch the Market. There had been a few fires in Trinidad but they

were accidental. The small pox by the Barbados paper is said to have visited
Trinidad but private letters do not confirmthe report. Every thing as regards
Garth was doing well. The ship captains say that we have the cleverest manager in
the island. Losh gets the Garth Mol asses, an arrangenent which | shall not

di sturb. If |I pay above £400 for this year’s colonial account |I shall be very
angry. John Spiers is comng home next nonth. He is a close fisted chap, but |
will find ways and nmeans to punp him & you shall hear his report which | should
be inclined to think valuable as being true. The Eccles’ have purchased a very
fine ship for the Trinidad trade, naned the WIlliam She is nearly 400 tons, and
carries a large cargo. She will sail for Trinidad at the | atest by Septenber.
They now have four ships in that trade to Trinidad and two in the Denerara. |
have a note of your acceptance to the Comrercial Bank before ne and you may trust
to ny doing the needful in due course. The contents of your Box shall be charged
in the meantine in your private account. | have you recoll ect an account opened
in your nane. The few pounds | now pay for you are of no nonent to nme in the
worl d. Observe that to the extent of £20 it will at no tine enbarrass, or even

i nconveni ence me to be in advance for you, and on this assurance you may act. |If

you feel yourself hard pushed and a small sumwould relieve you till Martinnmas,
your draft on nme for £15 or £20 will be duly cashed by McNaughton and returned by
me. | trust you will however understand that you nust not have recourse unless to

relieve a pressing necessity. The tierce Sugar | sent the Laird was a 1G [a
grade] & of Burnley' s crack estate. Exami ne the end and you will find the mark. |
amglad they are pleased with the Sugar. Tho | can’t understand why it shoul d be
dirty. | have made a speculation in tea. Not finding any really good stuff in



smal | boxes | have exam ned and tasted half a box which | think very fine at 4/6.
| have therefore purchased the half box of 40l bs for you and ny nother, and wl|
be responsible for the price and quality. Divide it as you please. Mss Hall wl|
find some “sma trash” in the Box for your Mnday di nner of your Sacrament week,
and accounts & notes of the articles sent enclosed in the Box which | eaves this
tomorrow & will be with you next week. | hope everything will please. | have been
very unwell with a cold and a severe cough, & am nuch weakened in consequence.

For two days, however, | have been nuch better and nmean to nmake up neat
incontinently. I am about 10 stone now. W expect to hear of the King’ s death
today. | dined and spent last night with M Eccles at his country seat. | w sh

t he daughters were better |ooking. Young MLeod preached his first sernon in ny
hearing on Sunday last. He is clever and preached well. | have a free seat in St
Georges Church during summer and autumm for which | amvery grateful. W have a
very abom nably organi sed band but nost unfortunately for ne there is a foreman
and a parcel of young girls at nmy back who disturb ny enjoyment of it. If you
coul d conceive a bonnet full of asthmatic Bunbees | ed by a Peacock you will be
very near the exhibition they make. Qur friends all well here. Kindrochet’'s death
shocked ne. He can be ill wanted in the Country and | amafraid he was but little
prepared for another world. | congratul ate you upon the confort you have in M ss
Hal | . Make her ny best regards. When | can find any thing for the Table or the
drawi ng room for use as an ornanent she shall have it. Love to nmy little pet

baby. I amdelighted to find that she gets on so favorably. You will have a few
lines by the Box which, | repeat, will be sent hence tonorrow.

370622DSI to ARI. Enclosed you have note of the expense of articles except the
tea which I will forward afterwards. The Sma’ trash referred to in ny letter of
yesterday you will find in a few eatables. My friends have no WI. preserves
anong them & ny purse cannot bear an irruption in these tines. Imrediately after
the 1st July | shall hand you a note of ny paynents, funds, sales etc. By that
time | shall have paid nmy first Instal nent of £1000, & have had my Sugar sanpl es

before me. | shall also know the state of the market, prospect of advance etc so
that you will have every thing done & to be done before you. I amrather occupied
today and will now close. | have been this minute handed a letter fromWIllie in
whi ch he says that baby has a feverish cold. | amsorry that she did not get out

of the Hoopi ng Cough before she encountered any other ailnment & | beg as a great
favour that ny sister or you would informme a week hence how ny little
Tippittyw tchet gets on. Now that you have nother beside you, let ne inpress upon
you the absolute propriety of her making a settlenent of her affairs. A
recomendation strongly urged by you would effect this. She has £1600 in the
Garth & £400 | eft her by her brother John. These sums she will certainly possess
4 years hence. Touching the Garth, nothing can be said, but she should at | east
make her daughter independent, not only of us, but of any one whom she may narry.
The very awkward cl ause in your marriage contract is another reason why you
should urge this matter, as it never was contenplated by you or any parties to it
that the old woman’s heritable property should in the want of a contingency go to

strangers. | need not enlarge on this topic, it is eno’ to have broached it, but
let nme beg that, as you will advise my nother, so for your own and your nother’s
sakes | et her make Cl enentina by an annuity independent of us all, & that annuity

so to be limted as that she, if she be single, or her famly if she marry and
have one, shall have it. If the inprudent engagenment my sister has formed shoul d
be consunmated by her marriage, | auger little happiness for her, but altho we
cannot help this, it nust be our duty to make her independent of a surly Boor
who, could possibly, alone countenance the thing fromthe prospect that mny
sister’s pittance might relieve him& his fromhis difficulties. My nother has
the £2000 to divide & | suppose her sons will have Garth anong them subject to
such annuity as she may choose to | eave Clenentina. Her life is uncertain, Too
many heartburnings and famly quarrels have been froma neglect on the part of
parents that | hope she will set about her settlenents inmediately. You will hear
fromnme by some opportunity the 1st week of July. Till then ny best to you all

DSI PS | refer you to an article in the Tinmes anent the Duchess of Kent’'s
interference with the Princess Victoria. The Tines is wild. If the young Queen
attenpt to govern by a Radical Mnority she will nmeet with little synmpathy if she



put herself at the head of the Conservatives with the Lords, Commpbns & the great
maj ority of the people of England with her she may flare up al ongsi de Elizabeth
herself. The King of France is said to have witten her that if she attenpt to
forma mnority with Durhamin as Premier, or in any way to countenance Denocracy
in this country that his Crown is not worth an hour’s purchase. We |live in
fearful times. My sister was |left £200 by John’s will. She has in addition her
proportion of the £100 |left by Robert.

370815DSI to ARl | hand you two sales. The Sugars do not nett so nuch as we could
wi sh but no better could be done. | sold out of the market yesterday. 46 Hhds per
Spence (I had previously sold 10) at 55/3. | daresay nore could have been made

out of themfor the market is rising, but | thought it way better to let what is
com ng neet the higher market & rather sell off what | hold in case the nmarket
may go |l ower again - and thus | should lose in both cases. Wen the sales of the
Sugar yesterday sold are made up | shall forward themto you. The order for the
Garth stores for 1838 | have now before ne. It is considerably larger than usua
but | suppose that they either expect to make a very large Crop on Garth or to
add that other small place. Anmong other matters there is a quantity of Line &
Bricks which | ship fromL’ pool imediately, and go on preparing the other
supplies for shipment hence as a Ship is put up. Just as was to be expected Pl ug
has opened upon nme. He has cal cul ated that ny supplies will go over the £105 we
have allotted us. It was not convenient for Eccles & Co to take ny Bricks and |
had therefore agreed to ship them el sewhere, if they agree to pay the freight on
condition of my gross freight account falling short. This they will do. Next Plug
gave me sundry "real friendly opinions” anent the way and proportions in which

shoul d ship and stated that they had never had complaints. | find however that
the conplaints were | oud and frequent, as for instance keeping back the food and
cl ot hi ng whi ch should be out before Xmas till March because freight hence is

scarce in the early nonths, is unconmonly scarce, and we of whom Plug is sure
must wait for a convenient season, and allow himto pocket the ?"fecht” accounts
of strangers. | of course professed nyself sensibly affected by Plug s advice and
have just done every thing directly opposite to them as Losh's letters sanction
nmy doing so because don’'t you see it stands to reason that as the stores shortly
to be shipped are for Crop 1838 so the bulk of them should be forward before the
Crop begins. My very queer friend “Andrew Fairservice” (for by such he is known
here) and | are unconmonly attached to each other but | dread he will be a little
startl ed when | begin shipping. We expect the Geniffer imediately from Trini dad
and by her | shall have an inportation and letters from Losh. Have you kept in
mnd the Terrier | want for Port-of-Spain? Wen you wite say of you have got

him so that | may make ny arrangenents for his passage. | have just taken
advantage of a parcel for Wllie to wite you this shortly. You will hear from ne
by post next week with all the Trinidad news.

370824DSI to ARl 135 Buchanan St. | wote you a letter enclosed to Wllie in

whi ch were two account sale.That you will have received ere this time. | now
write you a short screed as | was yesterday in G eenock introducing nyself to the
I ndi vidual s who are to furnish the stores for Garth during the remai nder of this
& the beginning of next year. | shall be able to purchase cheaply from going
forward with the cash in ny hands. This is nmy understanding with the Furnishers
and it serves a double purpose - the establishnment of my responsibility and the
exertions made to secure ny custom M first shipnent will be by the Wlliamto

sail last week in Septenber. | shall have a little gane to play in working
Ronal d. | nust study the interests of the Estate, and ny own interest with the
Eccles’, and | suspect | will find that to secure a good understanding with the
latter, | nust sonetines yield a little for their accommopdation. My first

shi pment will however place the supplies which to ne appear npst necessary on the
Estate before the Crop begins and if any conplaint be made it will be rectified
next year. We have accounts from Trinidad to the 11th July. Then the weat her was
“too dry” so that | expect they were grinding on Garth to the end of June in

whi ch event | may receive | arge shipnents by the deniffer and Loui sa. The

G eniffer woul d | eave Trini dad about the mddle of July. Produce was very scarce
in that Island and the Louisa in consequence will cone hone half |oaded. The



Sugar market by this norning’s accounts is quiet and little business doing. |
apprehend that the cause of this quietness is the want of Sugar and | therefore

t hi nk when new cargoes are |aid down that they will be greedily purchased at a
further advance of 1/- or 2/-. | amas well out of the nmarket in case whether the
qui etness may continue | do not feel disposed to hold nmy next inport a day. It
should fetch 56/- or 57/- and as the drainage is fearful, and | do not expect any
steady advance to reinburse me for holding I will lay down and sell at the best
prices of the day. | have now nearly £1200 in the Bank and all mnmy debts paid. |
mean ny business accounts. | hope to add £1500 nore to it and that will do very
well. Be sure you wite to me sonetinme soon as to Losh’s suggestion that we
shoul d all ow John’s sons sonething to account of their |egacy. If during the
winter | find | can afford them £150 or £200 anong the three, may | authorise
Losh to advance themto that extent and to draw on nme next sunmer for the Anmount?
We nust give Losh an answer altho it should be a conditional one. | hope you have
not forgotten the Terrier. Wien you wite say whether he can be sent at a week’s
notice. | should wi sh himexpatriated about a nmonth hence and beg you to arrange
accordi ngly. Losh lays order for Bricks and Linme (8000 bricks, 1000 tiles and 7
Hhds Line) |eads ne to expect that he has got the little place attached to Garth.
Captain Melville says that the manager thought of building a store at the
extremty of this new place, which is bounded by the Hi gh road, where the sugars
could be | oaded and carted directly to the Shipping place. The private road from
Garth to the main road is 3 mles long and it is the beastly state of this
private road which stops carting. Losh’s next letter will set the matter at rest
but | expect that this little property is purchased fromthe intention of the
manager to build upon it and the brick and |ine being to carry that intention
into effect. | heard from Janmes Robertson (Edin) yesterday. He is in great glee
with the elections etc. Lord Hanl ey was here Monday week. He says Mel bourne wil |
not attenpt to carry on the Governnment. Sir Geo Clerk says that he will but can’t
as the Whigs cannot so soon demand a new di ssol ution. He nust wal k and al | ow Pee
to come in. Qur reputations are going on swinmingly. W have had no reports
however so far. | amso often interrupted that | nust conclude with best w shes
to all at the Manse.

370926DSI  Cover from Losh 10.8.37 Dear Irvine, | wote to you at length from
G eniffer which vessel sailed on the 4th but has been completely baffled by

contrary winds in getting out the Bocas and was still visible fromthe harbour
this nmorning. |I then nentioned that Tom Gray the manager of Garth was in a bad
state of health and I amsorry now to add that he died two days ago. | fear | may
find sonme difficulty in obtaining a successor who will do equal justice to the
property. When | |ast saw himabout a fortnight ago he nenti oned having received

a letter fromyou which gave himnuch uneasiness - what its tenor was | do not
know, but these managers are uncomonly sensitive when their conduct is subject
in any way to revision. Wien the Louisa is off | nust proceed to the Country to

| ook after this and other concerns. On board Lousia is the three remaini ng Hhds
Sugar of the Garth Crop. Hurricanes seemto be prevailing all over the West
Indies at the present nonent. Barbados & Martini que have both suffered
consideraly. Qur |ast advices P Packet, quote Sugar as “rising’ which we all hope
they may continue to do until they reach 70/-. Yesterday we proclainmed the young
Queen here, but they will be praying for the Ad King "in the East”, sone tine
longer. Wth kind regards to all menbers of your famly JOHN LOSH

26th Sept. The above is the only letter |I have had fromthe West since | |ast
wrote you. The deniffer has not yet appeared & were it not that she is
notoriously slow | should be apprehensive of her. as it is she cannot be far off
now and may be in hourly. The long letter conming by her will | hope be a
sati sfactory one. At all events in so far as the Garth Crop | need not wait it to
know what its extent will be. There are 3 hhds by the Louisa & 32 Hhds & 5
tierces per the Geniffer. The whole Crop is then about 200 hhds and whatever
expectation we may have heretofore forned, it is now clear that we nust not
henceforth cal cul ate upon nore than that nunber. | now w sh that Losh had sent ne
the Mol asses as he was directed as you will not fail to observe that with 30 Hhds
struck off ny credit side | shall have eno to do to neet ny engagenents which are
in Instalnments & Stores the heaviest | will have to liquidate. Wth 35 Hhds & 5



Ti erces Sugar unsold | cannot cal culate their value & with none of ny stores

shi pped | cannot state even their probable amount, but two nonths hence | wl|
have realised all my inports & exported the bulk of ny stores & then | will be
able to say whether the Garth will work its way thro this year’s difficulties
leaving me ny own little capital to extend ny Correspondence anong ny friends in
Trinidad. On this latter head | feel nobst anxious because | anticipate sone snmall
orders which I can turn to good account as laying the foundation of a nore
extended and lucrative intercourse. You will regret Gay's death. So do | and
nost sincerely too. He was an industrious clever fellow by all accounts & the
Eccl es’ who know the |sland have often expressed their astonishnent to ne that he
had made so much of the Garth. Who his successor nmay be | do not know but | hope
he w Il be sober ad industrious & we nust confide in Losh’'s discretion that he
will be both. Losh will necessarily communicate with me on the appoi ntnment of a
successor to poor Gray. What think you of the doctrine |aid down that ‘managers
will not bear to have their conduct reviewed ? | cannot find in any of ny letters

(for I have themin nmy letter book) any cause for uneasiness. | found £200 for
cattl e one year and | asked what use Gray nmade of them | found his Hogsheads
com ng home exceedingly ill fitted & | entreated his attention to this

ci rcunstance & suggested a renedy, but that in any expression there was aught of
rebuke or severity which Gay ought reasonably to have taken offence | deny, and
must suppose that the uneasiness has its cause in unconmon sensitiveness of the ?
Managers. | never interfere with Losh, nor do | step between him and the Manager
in any thing, but there are sources of know edge peculiar to me on this side &
Gray should have viewed nme in inparting these for his governnent as an usefu
auxiliary. Wihile therfore | amguarded in interfering with Losh I will never
subscribe to the doctrine that we on this side have no voice in the managenent of
our own property. | hand you the Account sales of the 50 Hhds Sugar per Spence.
You will find that they nett a little nore than | stated in the sketch lately
sent to you. In ny next | will be enabled to hand you the invoice for ny first
shi pment of stores per the ship Wlliamto sail on Sunday or Monday first, and I
trust copies of any letters from Trinidad. of course any remarks which | prom sed
in my |ast upon Losh’s application for John’s son are unnecessary, and so are any
observations upon the other clains Garth should have to liquidate. The Estate
will pay nothing but its positive & contracted engagenments for this year, and
that is just the answer to all applications conme they fromwhat quarter they may.
| remitted the old woman £40 on friday |last as noted to you. You need to be under
no apprehension that in so far as she is concerned the “reins” are in bad hands.
She is nost certainly not the source of any extravagance, if you think there is
extravagance, and a nonment’s reflexion will | am sure convince you that you do
her an injustice in suspecting her prudence. My remttances are nade privately ie
it is not generally known when they reach her, and this at her own request. You
can be at no loss in discovering the nmotive for this, but as | want to stand wel
with you all | shall say no nore upon this subject. The terrier arrived safely
yesterday & to appearance he is quite the thing. | thank you or so handsone a
specimen & | think he should be as good as he is handsone. If possible the
receipt for the shrub will be enclosed you. | have not yet got hold of a proper
one but | expect to get it fromMs Janes Eccles today. The Sugar market is

dull'i sh. Indeed one hardly knows what to do. The little spurt caused by the

hurri canes has subsided but we still have the benefit of the 2/- advance. My 3
Hhds are on the market and valued at 57/-. | do not apprehend any decline but I
cannot flatter myself that the market will be nuch better. What | want is a
little demand and then | will quit the selling and take the best prices going.
find I cannot enclose the shrub receipt. | will wite Ms Eccles i mediately for
it, as her son WIlliamwho pronmised to procure it for ne forgot to ask her
anyt hi ng about it, There are no linmes cone or comng at this season but if | can
hear of any they will be sent to you. When are you going to send ne a Box? | wll
return it plenished again & in the nean tine | have a few hot pickles for you,
and may add a bottle of shrub if ny store will spare as much. W have a

subscri ption agoing for the Irish election fund. The subscriptions are al nost
entirely of £1 each. The anmpbunt will consequently not be very great, probaby
£700. Qur Municipal Elections come on on the first Tuesday of Novenber. The
Conservative party make play by nomi nating a Lord Provost who will be supported



t hey expect by many Liberals. This is Henry Dunl op a respectable Liberal, but
excel | ent Churchman and, noreover, a gentleman & that is sonmething for our
credit. “The Lords” are holding their Court here now. The catal ogue of crinmes is
short and sinple. The appeal Court for the registration clainm sits | believe &
so i ndefatigable have the eneny been that if we can equal themwe will do well.
Upon the new registration they have 171 of a majority but we have purged the rol
to sone purpose, tho to what extent | nust refer you to the published schene.
They are getting up a dinner to Monzie at Dunoon. They expect that Islay wll

beat any man whom the Liberals bring forward. It was Islay’s personal clains

whi ch secured the seat for him Sir Donald Campbell will be the new man on the

Li beral interest if they call Islay into the Lords. | saw Archy MNeil yesterday.
He is particularly inportant and it was with sone difficulty that | could nmake

hi m abbr owgawt (vide Plug) his jaw on dogs. He was only a few days on Col onsay &
then killed 4 stags of these two in one day. Bran killed one single handed after
bei ng tossed and severely punished. Buscar is stiff and about done. So says
Archie. This nust be premature for a 5 year-old dog but they have cl ogged him
into a nonentity & then the occasion of clogging. “Bless you Sir he took to sheep
& they had them hone in cartfulls. 20 in a cart, Sir.” Scrope’s work with Archy’s

article will be published i mediately, | believe. Caermarthen dogs are not pure,
nor nothing like it, and no other man pretending to purity. Archy now says that
his kennel is the only one of the pure deer hound in Scotland. | dine with

Burnl ey today to neet Joseph Hume's el dest son. The young chap is an unconmonly
intelligent fellow of 19 or 20, and quite as nuch of a Tory as you could desire.
He has therefore sone degree of interest in ny eyes &1 wll after dinner get at
his principles even if it were for the novelty of findong upon acquai ntance t hat
Jospeh Hune’s son has dared to think for hinself. Od Robert Eccles is home again

fromAmerica & is perfectly well. He may live for 10 years to conme. | have given
you some news here & been rambling till it is time to dress for dinner. They have
Eli zabeth it seenms at the cottage. | hope she does not forget ne.

371005DSI G asgow DSI to ARl | enclose you you Invoice of stores shipped per

Wl liamon account of the Garth anounting to £127.14.8 due 23rd February next &
whi ch | have placed at the debit of Garth Estate per Crop 1838. The wi nds were
favorable for the Wlliamtill Mnday |ast when they shifted & are now ri ght
ahead. She nmay be detained for sone days. It may be weeks. The |ike has happened
before. Qur next ship is the Louisa on the 25th currt, W begin preparing for her

imediately so it is keep the kail haet wwth ne till Xmas. Wth |ast year’s
prices for this year’s Crop we should have made a fortune. It will be well if we
can establish a Crop at a m ninmumof 210 Hhds. | net a Trinidadi an naned Jack

| ast week. He is a Scotchman & had been away 35 years. He was hone on his first
visit. He knew our | ate nanager & knows Garth minutely. He thinks Gay’s
successor will be one Taylor, a very clever planter. This man was on Garth before
for a short tine during Gray’'s absence on sick | eave so he knows the capability
of the Estate & the people. The latter circunstance one of great nonent. Jack has
no fear of the year 1840 nor of any insurrection in Trinidad. The stipendary
magi strates enforce the | aw very vigorously, so much so that the planters
interfere on behalf of the Negroes. The latter in Trinidad are very quiet &

di sposed to work extra work upon the paynent of the usual quantity of food and
clothing so that the absurd 7 1/2 hours a day is of no avail in cranping the
operations of Estates during Crop tinme. Spiers says that the reason why Losh has
not purchased the place contiguous to Garth is that the parties cannot grant a
title. They are nowin Court & we will not get at it until the litigants have
rui ned thenselves fighting for it and then the place wll be sold under an order
fromthe Court. Losh nay have sonething to say of the subject if his epistle per
G eniffer reaches ne. | sold the 3 Hhds Sugar per Louisa on Mnday | ast at 56/6.
The Sugar market will rise considerably - | think. Opinions are contradictory.
But the present tendency is up and | should not be surprised to get 60/- for ny
next inport. You will find the Stocks and Deliveries etc in the d asgow Couri er
The ship Trinidad arrived yesterday from Trini dad, sailed 15 August. The

G eniffer a nmuch slower ship sailed only 6 days before so that she may still be
on the surface of the ocean. My Sugar is insured - at £18 per Hhd. | had rather
the vessel arrived. | think the Sugar will net nmore. | understand ny nother’s



money to be invested not sunk. When the Garth can pay up any part of it convey
your instructions to me. | hope that the Estate will have £800 after paying al
clainms on next year’'s Crop. The Garth should in 1840 be clear of its debt to the
Eccles’ & ny nother have eno to pay off the legacies |left by John. This the
Estate will do. Renmenber that prices have been kept down this year by the
Commerci al distress, one so great that this country was on the verge of
bankruptcy & America in every institution. Next year things will be differently
ordered and | hope to begin Crop 1838 at 60/-. | cannot doubt from ny
conversation with Jack but that the new managenent of Garth will be efficient &
econom cal if Taylor be appointed. Every thing on the Estate is in great force &
the Lands in full bearing. | am as anxious as possible that James shoul d be noved
on. My nother will satisfy you that | have often so expressed nyself. W nust
wait another year. Any expectation that nmore nmoney will go hone than the Interest
& annuity will be disappointed. Such and expectation is downright folly. I wll
be in advance for the Garth this year. Let this be your argunent if you learn
that any foolish hopes are built upon ne. | amnot confident about the Linmes but

I will try. The receipt for shrub will be sent to you next week. The Terrier is
shipped & will | trust push his fortune successfully anmong the Port of Spain
rats. Your plan of rearing two young ones is a good one. Try Charlie Stewart’s
breed. | have a notion that the wiry haired chaps would suit the Climte better

t han | onger haired dogs. Pitnacree’s Callumis a trunp. We are all well here. |
heard nothing of Ms Alston till your |etter announced her death. | synpathise
with the famly. | amglad twice that Mss Hall is safely back. Present her with
ny kind regards. | am buying butter and cheese. | get the Perth Constitutiona

for Duncan Stewart which | read and forward. We have had a good deal of rain for
sonme days past. The Wnds have been warm & fromthe South. There is still nuch to
cut down in our neighbourhood on the clay soils. By the way every potato field I
have seen shew quantities of strong clusters of apples. | have not noticed this
of late years & it is instructive. The potato Crop appears every where excellent.
I think there is sone coffee for the old woman in Greenock. There is sone |aying
i n Bond which has not been claimed. | will claimit and take ny chance it was

i ntended for ne. | sent you a bottle shrub & one of pickles lately. Dr Cook of

Bel fast is here. He speaks tonight on the necessity of a religious education. W
have 12 Conservative Councillors. W hope to add 5 nore to them on Tuesday nonth.
The present Lord Provost will be ejected. Let ne hear in your next how your young
cattle get on & what cal ves you have. The north mail |eaves at an awkward hour &
I am always hurried to overtake it with my Letters for the North. My best |ove to
El i zabet h

371009DSI to ARl The deniffer is below Arrived today as | anticipated. | have
| arge orders which put nme about. | have nerely tinme to say that as you m ght be
anxi ous about the Ship that she is in & greatly to ny relief | assure you. | am
wel | but extrenely busy. Sugar nmarket |ooking up and 1/6 to 2/- better than when
| last sold. Copies of ny letter to Losh & Co in ny next.

370504DSI to ARl | hand you copies of two letters fromLosh. | have scarcely a
nonents spare tinme just now. | am constantly running about buying stores, making
just now the biggest and nost inportant shipment for the year. Losh’s letters
speak for thensel ves & the explanations are satisfactory. The GQeniffer is

di schargi ng her produce & has conme to a good narket. Today prices are again 1/-

hi gher & | am al nost certain by and bye of 60/- for what | have still to sell
There are no arrivals from T Trinidad during this year. Every thing was going on
well in the Island from | ast accounts (beginning of Sept). They had small pox but

chiefly anong the poorer classes in Port of Spain. Duncan Stewart sends nme an
order for the supplies of an estate of his. This will cost nme about £200. Wat ny
cash account will be when everything is sold I do not know but | think it very
probable that | shall be able to execute all ny orders without trusting to next
year’s Crop. | nust make the nost of this bad year & ny low prices heretofore &
hope to see next Crop realising very different prices. There is no procuring
freight. And Plug is confoundedly jeal ous of ny extending ny business. He nmay
even put it out of nmy power to ship sone of Duncan Stewart’s stores fromthe high
prices he asks for their freight. | think | can send Lady Menzies a few Lines



this week. There will be very few however, probably too few for her purposes; but
I will send them and a receipt for your shrub. My conpts to Mss Hall. | have to
send her sister sone stockings. They would have been sent but that | have an
order for the Canpbells & will in getting it get the stockings cheaper

calculate. | had a Box fromC uny the other day. It reached ne safely. W are al
well. You will hear fromme in a fortnight with invoice etc when | am at perfect
leisure. | go tomorrow to Greenock to order all the goods we purchase there for

i medi ate shipnment. OF |ate we have had nuch rain & bad harvest weather. Ms Wn
Eccles is home. She was nearly wecked in the Isle of Man. My love to Elizabeth
who | amglad to hear grows well & is greatly inmproved. PS | sent you a copy of
Losh’s letter (by the Louisa) ny Cerk says. He has copied by mstake a letter of
mne & | have not time to make himcopy Losh’s letter over again.

371012DSI to ARI | write to you very frequently [tear] want to |let you know t hat
the Aeniffer has discharged & that | have Sugar in the sanple room You will be
glad to know that the weights of this inport are excellent. | saw the discharge
for an hour or two, and with the exception of 3 or 4 casks which were weak & ill
put together, the 32 Hhds now | anded are equal to 30 or 40 of those latterly
inmported. The quality is also good. Now you will remark that altho Managers do
not like to have their conduct ‘reviewed that this good result is the
consequence of ny renonstrations. | have the Sugar valued at 58/ 6, but today’s
price current is so very encouraging that | have | ocked them ?part & wait for
60/- & perhaps 62/-. | amaware that specul ations may be [tear; several lines
mssing] | find Duncan Stewart will be a good correspondent. | have another for a
smal | order guaranteed by Losh. | do not find Ronald at all accommodating. It may
be that his selfishness or jealousy of ne nmay be his nmotive but he is a difficult
chap to manage. The Loui sa sails Sunday week. We have no very |late news from
Trinidad but all accounts of the Island are favorable. Captain Sandy breakfasted
with nme this norning. He called yesterday afternoon when | was nuch engaged & |
had himup this norning. He is old, fat & very like the general. He is off to
Edin and will see you. He talked a little of the Garth affairs &I, of course,
knew nothing at all about them & referred if he wanted information to you. | sent
a parcel of stockings this week to Ms D Fergusson Dunfries. | can buy beautifu
calicos here at 3/3 the Gown piece. | bought 24 Gown pieces in Canpbells the

ot her day for Trinidad. They woul d nake nice plain dresses for Elizabeth. | have
a dozen rather bilious |ooking woollen socks for you. | bought themat 7d a pair,
strong purpose-like stockings of a bad colour. | think but you mght I[ike them
well eno. The fame of the last terrier you sent me has spread. Do you think you
could find ne two youngi sh dogs for the East Indies. | will conmunicate with
James too. | think Shoon the Fox Hunter might do well if he would rear young
hardy pups. | would take 3 or 4 couples a year fromhimat 30/- to £2 a pair as
they m ght be bred. The weather is very beautiful today & the potatoes are nearly
up. Every drill is lifted with the G ape hereabouts. W had a deal of rain on
Tuesday. | got wet thro while out after stores & caught a severe cold and
rheumatismfromwiting afterwards in nmy wet clothes. My left armis positively
powerless. It is as well it isn't the right. Al out friends here are well.
Remenber ne to Elizabeth with ny kindest |love & to M ss Hall

371101DSI to ARl | enclose you a copy of the Garth Invoice per Louisa anpbunting
to £305.12.1 due 2nd April next, placed at the debit of Garth Estate for Crop
1838. Tho | had sone stores shut out of the Louisa nmy shipment by her has on the
whol e been satisfactory. The mail |eaves on the 10th or 18th Novenber & the

Cal ypso on the 1st Decenber. So that | have plenty of opportunity before me - The
Louisa for the present |ays w nd bound. The wi nd being south west & bl ow ng very
fresh. There was a little done in the Sugar market yesterday, the only business

of any consequence for 10 days. | now apprehend that ny prognostications are
about to be verified & that the 2nd week of this nmonth I will get 60/- for ny
Sugar. | still hold them | ocked fast for that price & unless | have a certainty

of a higher I will sell out and have done with this m serable year. W have
accounts from Trini dad down to the begi nning of Septenber. The season was
propitious & the Planters were sanguine as to next Crop being a good one. | have
had no letters fromLosh & conclude that the Garth Manager had not then been



appointed. He will surely wite me on the instant of his appointnment. | have
written Losh to say that | cannot entertain his proposal to pay John’s sons a

part of his legacy to themthis year. | am hesitating what is best to be done in
regard to the Garth Mol asses. | cannot see their value this year till April & any
deci sion conme to nust be imediately comuni cated to Losh. The reason why |

cannot ascertain their value till April is that GL.& Co’s accounts are nmade up

to the end of Decenber & transmtted home by the first March ship. Ml asses are
just now very val uable and very scarce price 32/- & 34/- as in quality ie £9 a
puncheon. The Garth makes or shoul d make 100 puncheons & there are £900 at once
out of the scumof the Estate. The question is will Mol asses continue at the
present high prices. | think so. There are no chance vessels going out to the
Colonies. This is an unprecedented circunstance & of course that wll| decrease
the inport. Treacle made entirely from Ml asses, or at least chiefly, is in great
demand. The quantity of Mol asses in the Country for the winter consunpt is
extrenmely small, nmuch smaller than in former years & altogether | should say that
if there be a novenent in the market at all, it will be an advance. The chief
point with me is that the Molasses will put me in funds for the wi nter when no
produce is com ng home. This year | will be obliged to depart from ny

determ nati on of paying every thing cash & to save nyself adopt the credit system
in a few accounts. The Garth will nett not nuch above £3000. Ronal d’s cal cul ation
was £3500 - and that we nmy at the begi nning have funds to neet every demand upon
us in every mshap | believe the better plan will be to call the Ml asses to our
aid & order them honme. It is true that Gray Losh & Co credit the Garth account
with themin the Colony but | never till |ast year saw any great good fromthat
itemaltho this | hope to have a very small draft against me in spring for this
year’s Colonial suppliers. | think that we will try to inport our Ml asses for
one year & we can at its conclusion conpare notes when we have Gray Losh & co’s
accounts with the Mol asses made this year credited therein. | hope to add a
little to nmy inports next year from Duncan Stewart. He nust ship ne 50 puncheons
Mol asses at all events & he prom ses ne the Consignnment of the Crop when he is

free two years hence. He mekes beautiful Sugar. | amgetting on very agreeably
with the Eccles’ and Ronald. He sees that | will be of use & | never put anything
past hi m when he can acconmopbdate ne. | sent Lady Menzies sone fruit & the shrub
recei pt last week, | said that | would send her a barrel of Linmes next spring.
When you are at Chesthill tell himthat at Martinmas | render all my accounts for
paynent. Hi s account was due Ist June. WII| you be able conveniently to pay ne
your little account then, | will at all events hand you a note of it then. | am

calling up all my little outstandings. Duncan Stewart’s |Invoice ampunts to £170.

I was lucky in buying tea for you in the quantity I did. This up 5d a pound since
then. | urged a Roller here a friend of mine to purchase tea three nonths ago on
specul ation. | should have done so nyself if | had noney. He bought & he told ne
two days ago that he nade £1200 of profit on 650 chest tea he bought then. He
bought at 13.5d per pound & sold at 18d. The days of cheap tea are nunbered. The
men who enbarked in the trade are cl eaned out & have the forcing of sales to neet
their engagenents. W have had bad weat her for 10 days. Mdire rain and wi nd than
can ever recollect. Today the gloony nonth of Novenber has come in in the sul ks
and altogether we are horribly abused by the elenents. The Clyde is very high &
the vessels on the North side of the Broom elaw are on the Quay. Yours of
yesterday has at this nonent cone to hand. | attend to your commi ssions. The

Li res & Lenons have been sent, & your nanme nentioned as having conm ssioned nme to
get them | amglad on every account that the Captain bold & the old woman
foregat hered pleasantly. He is a polite, plausible clever chap. I w sh him
success. | wish he were a magistrate in Trinidad. He should have told ne his

i ntentions when here. The Eccles & Co might be of use in introducing himto sone
of the Londoners. A thousand thanks for all you have done about the ?. Guain
will not go unrewarded. Get the Scottish Guardian fromWIIlie containing Cook’s
speech at the Conservative dinner at Belfast. | was exceedingly provoked that |
did not find your speech in the Constitutional, However the success satisfies nme
of the nmerit of your advocacy. You will hear fromme again after a fortnight
hence with a sale of 31 Hhds Sugar per Louisa, advice of sale of the Sugar per
Spence & note of your small account. For making Shrub. To every gallon Iinme juice
as 20l bs brown or 24l bs lunp Sugar. Put themtogether on the fire & boil themto



a syrup. Skimtill perfectly clear. Wen quite cold add the spirit, the
proportion being about 5 gallons rumto every gallon linme juice. Keeping out a
proportion of rum say one gallon in five, & adding it in the brandy, wll be
found a very great inprovenent. Tho the Shrub appear quite thick it will soon
clear in the bottles. James Eccles receipt

371024DSI to ARI. | had your last on Saturday. | had seen that El der Buchanan &
you had been at the Synod. | suppose the Constitutional tonmorrow will give nme the
particul ars of your sederunt. MlLaurin | see will die gane. | wonder if he wl|
treat the General Assenbly to the Caneronian’s Rant. | have nothing particular to

say in the way of business. The Linmes have not been sent. They will be however as
I have 9 dozen of them | think of sending as many pickled |lenons as will make a
si zabl e Box & adding the apol ogy you suggest and the prom se of supplying in
spring. 2 pence to account and 5/- in prom ses. That is the way London
Booksel | ers pay poor authors. | really know nothing of Captain Sandy. | asked no
qguestions that could |ead into any explanation of his intention in comng to
Scotland. Neither did | ask after his wife and famly. In short our intercourse
was confined to very commonpl ace attentions on ny part which on his part he
seened to feel - to take with a ‘koindly feeling’” as the Dr would say. | nust be
even with him He has many friends here |I find, and some correspondence he seened
to say with parties abroad. That is reason eno’ for me. He may have it in his
power to be troubl esone, and you know that he has little principle to restrain
himif he feels the inclination to be so. He is not in the 94th | have
ascertained. Find you out where he is & what his intentions are. | dare say
Rattray and he have been raising the cinders & we would all need to be on our
guard. The deniffer Sugar are lying past. The London market progresses quite to
ny satisfaction. Qurs is in a state of sommol escency. The Buyers are playing a
tricky gane. They were thensel ves heavy holders till the mddle of this nonth &
it was their interest that prices should be upheld. Now that they are getting out
of stock if they went on buying they would require to give advances at advancing
prices. They hold off. Sugar becomes unsalable &in a little while the Merchant
whose sugars are exposed is glad to get clear at the prices at which his Sugar
was val ued when they were |aid down. Then the Roller buys perhaps a shilling
bel ow the market price. This policy will not outlive Thursday and then I wll
have the satisfaction of nmaki ng whoever buys from nme dance to ny fiddle. The
Louisa will sail on Friday first. Thursday is our fast & | w Il have ny hands
full of work for this week. The Brig mail will sail on the 10th & the Ship

Cal ypso on the 25th Novenber. Then follows the Arethusa on the 25th Decenber and
after that we rest fromour |abours. Do you renmenber Ritchie and acquai ntance of
yours who went to Denerara sone years ago. He has behaved abom nably - cut the
Col ony & run no one knows where leaving his wife and fam |y behind. He went al
wrong latterly. | saw Sandy N ven the other day during the Synod here, he appears
to ne to be very like the Mnister of Dull, wife, whiskey. \Wat think you of the
new Lord G enlyon? I hope you will call there when his Lordship arrives at the
Castle. | would rather than nmy conmi ssion on ny best sale | saw you m nister of
Blair & wwth your abilities, connexions and influence, | see nothing
extraordinary in the anticipation that | may see you that sone fine day next
sumrer. Trust to yourself and the influence which you personally possess. Had you
applied a weel sooner to the Duchess you woul d have been M nister of Logierait &
had you not confided in a MIksop, you m ght have been mnister of Mulin. Ceorge
Eccles M WIlliams son had an ugly spill while hunting Saturday |ast. Hi s horse
got away with him ran himinto a tree & finally threw himat the bottomof a
hill. He is sadly wounded about the head & face, but there is nothing dangerous
in the accident. He would need to hunt a fermal e kangaroo with a pouch into which
he m ght creep in an enmergency. The creature can no nore ride that his friend
Plug. By the way the latter is not unmanageabl e. You can manage nost nen thro

their fears or interests. I will work ny Bucephalus thro his interest. W are on
t he best possible footing & I do not know if he have a friend on whom he is so
extravagant with his grins. | keep in return a fair face for him To yield would

only be to inspire himw th confidence. Qur subscriptions for the Irish Election
funds have been prematurely closed. The Conservatives have had too many cl ai nms
upon them for |ocal purposes, & | believe that £300 will be the outside of our



contributions. What an outcry the friends “of Purity of elections” are meking

against us. | foresee there will be rare Murder of the Innocents on Tuesday
first. The weather is wet for 2 days past. | amglad to see that your crops are
housed. My love to Elizabeth. | amdelighted to that she takes to her |earning.
This is all | desire. That she was intelligent and observing | knew & | rather

think you will find her ambitious too. Renenber ne to the old woman, M ss Hall
PS | quite forgot to beg what | often nmeant to have asked your Bass. You can have

the little one at Cuny, which I will have repaired for you. | would take it, but
to learn on it would spoil ny stepping on any other. | want recreation for ny
evening & one can't always read. | hope you will send me the instrunent. It wll
confer a real favour on nme & I will take every care of it. | am anxi ous about

this because it will relieve ne when tired, really | cannot al ways read
profitable after a fagging days work at ny desk. Any favour you ask in return if
within ny reach I will grant you

371124DSI to ARl | had your letter this norning. | find nmy clerk made a m stake
in copying your account. It is the first check we have had and his red face on

t he occasion satisfies me that he will benefit by the lesson read him The credit
is £406. 18 sane as the debit. The 6/- were paid by ne for the packing of and Box

containing all the commbdities. ? Sinms Helwod nade no charge. | either for got
or did not understand that the £250 was to clear interest & “who is to hear the
£8.4.2 will be settled after wards”. | hand you a copy of an Invoice of Bricks

et c shi pped from Liverpool on account of the Garth Estate. You will recollect
that the Boilers are to be re-hung & there building materials are ordered for

t hat purpose. It is not often that this expense needs to be gone into & for many
years to cone we will not be put to the cost of any nore “building material s”.
The Brig Mail which sailed a week ago has had a consunmati on to her voyage which
I neither wished nor anticipated. On Thursday norning | |earned that she had
struck on the south point of the Island of Arran on the day before. Thursday

ni ght bl ew great guns fromthe south &1 was quite sure that the Mail from her
exposed situation could never stand the | ea and the blast with which she had to
contend. | was right. Today, this afternoon, we had an express intimating that
her bottom was out & the Cargo at sea. The wi nd bl owi ng south woul d bl ow any part
of the cargo which would float to sea, but Hogsheads of Coals and Casks of neat
are not overly buoyant & these nust have plunmbed out of the Mail’s bottomto the
bottom of the sea. The Captain nmade every exertion but the severe weather
experienced when on the rocks left himw thout the shadow of a hope for his ship
& the concl udi ng catastrophe was the only one which in the circunstances woul d
have been natural. | amanply insured but then ny supplies for the Xmas holiday
were on board & we cannot for a nonth send stores to replace those now at the
bottom of the frith. The Mail was very valuable & will cost the underwiters
£5,000 while | do not think they will save £100 worth fromthe Ship or the Cargo.
My Chaps will have but a neagre Xmas | fear on Garth but | hope Losh will attend
to my recomendati ons conveyed to himnost fortunately about 6 weeks ago to
furnish the manager with neat to be retained out of ny future shipnments. This
will check the Snowdrops fromgrumbling as they are often apt to do when *“Massa
Buckra hi m dem shabby”. I will have to “play one nore” and repeat the Invoice in
her mail which in the state of the Sugar market is anything but convenient. £160
is no joke and it will be some nonths before | can recover it fromthe
Underwriters. This is the fate of those who cast their bread upon the waters and

go down to the sea in ships. | have sone ?Temer Line tunbling about the bottom &
if any of the finny tribe should swallow these jars they will experience a
pressure fromw thin which will be anything but convenient. | have not sold ny
Sugar yet. | nust of a necessity do so about the 6th Dec to be prepared for 1st
Jan. | still hope to get 65/-, nous verrons. | am exceeding glad that you have

appoi nted Cerk of Presbytery. It will bring you forward & I am satisfied you
cannot m ss speedy pronotion. Many of your friends have | ooked upon you in sone
measure | ost at Foss, but everything seens to lead ne to hope that you will be
removed to a sphere nore suited your talent & exertion. At all events this is a
conmpliment of which | amjustly proud & you can have no difficulty nmastering the
forms incident to your new vocation. Young Ml eod you may have heard was
presented with the Parish of Loudon Pres of Irvine. The late Mnister Dr Laurie



was popul ar & having a son ready for the Church the parishioners petitioned the
Mar chi oness for this son. He will be vetoed & no m stake. | amnot sorry at this
but for MLeod. If Patrons do not choose to recognise the People in settlenments
of this nature they are fairly entitled to make use of the powers with which the
Church has entrusted them W had a day of Thanksgiving on Thursday. | cannot say
that the day was worthily observed. The public works al nbst w thout exception
were in full operation & very many of the shops open. Altogether and on the whole
however the day was tolerably well observed. Sone called the conduct of the Synod
in appointing the day at all tyrannical. Sone called their conduct cruel to the
poor wor kmen, sone called it inpious but very many (and | was one of them

what soever opinion they m ght entertain of the propriety of appointing a week
day, yet when the Church did appoint a day, they felt that as a conscientious
menber of the Establishnment they were bound to obey & to observe the day in
spirit in which as Christians the church expected they woul d. Saturday forenoon.

I wote the above last night. | have three vessels taking in stores now & what
with the unfortunate mail whose |oss | was anxi ous you should hear of. | nust
wite you when | can find tine. We hear no nore of the Mail. There is nothing
particularly new this norning. Parliament goes on swimmngly. The extrene Rads
have got their quietus fromLord John Russell in the House of Commons. There is
not a word of the Church of Scotland in the speech & singularly eno no one took
notice of this om nous om ssion. Wien the nmention of that Church & a small
pretension to character, availed the Mnisters before the el ection, nothing could
be nore nmagnani nous than their intentions &1 w sh someone has asked themto
survey the two pictures. Qur friends the Presbytery of Dunkeld are attacked in
the Herod of our infanous papers, the Reformers Gazette, in C arke's defence.

Poor WIllie Thonson gets eno of it for his speech at the Synod. | think the
article is witten by Clarke hinself. It is dated and signed “Blairgowie”. The
Lord Provost case will be on in a week or so. In the nean tinme the twins sit each
commandi ng the eyes & npbst sweet voices of the sages in Council assenbl ed. Dunl op
says Ecce Hono & Fl enming says Ecce Homb & there the matter rests. By the way

tal king of Ecce Hono, | will tell you an anecdote of Hunme. You know if anyone
twit himwith his | axness of religious principle, properly speaking with his want
of it, he gets in a fine ferment. Neverthel ess Burnley picked off Hunme' s dining
roomtable a Book entitled ‘Ecce Honmo or a conmon sense view of the Bible” in
which the witer |abours to prove that Christ is a bastard & the Bible a fable!
This norning one of our newspapers in witing of the fast or day of Thanksgi ving
say that the Clergy of the City prefer Lord Kelburne to Jesus Christ. The

bl asphemy of these blackguards is frightful. Tine was when the authorities would
have interfered, but verily we have proper authorities have we not when | tel

you that our |late Lord Provost & one of the Bailies (the present Provost Flem ng)
had a furious quarrel in the Exchange room on the Comruni on Sabbath day, called
each other hard nanes & then went to the Commruni on Table after this extraordi nary
preparati on. What can you say of the Commubity when her office bearers act in
this way, or how can they act as “Censors of the Age” with such a beamin their
eyes. Qur friends are thriving & striving like - Ronald the old man - the rest
like McFarlane’s geese “yonder o’'their play thaw their nmeat. Neil [son of DS of
G is a gentleman’s servant in Edinburgh. Confound his craven spirit. He m ght

have been the master of a ship and a gentleman. | send you a box next week, |
shall then have tine. Many thanks for the beef. | will repay you in the way you
propose & shall attenpt to get some luxuries for the com ng daft days. | wll see

you on or about the 1st D.V. M love to Elizabeth & regards to all besides. PS
Your flannel shirts etc in the Box

371128DSI LB Henry Stewart (Calypso) | had your letter of the 16th Septenber in
due course, and have given considerable attention to it. | was aware before its
recei pt of John Gray's death, but | have since had Losh's assurance, that he wl
be replaced by one, who will do everything in his power to keep the cultivation
of Garth as it nowis, indeed to extend the quality, and to inprove quantity and
quality, all of which | believe to be not only possible but probable. Losh was
appoi nted my Mother's attorney when hone. | amnore indebted to himthan to any
friend or relation | have on the face of the Earth, and surely friendship is
worthless if it be not reciprocal. As my Mdther's attorney Losh can gain nothing



to conpensate himfor his friendly interest, in the first instance, but it wll
be ny duty as it will my highest pleasure to reward himfor the voluntary
sacrifices which he offered to nake to testify his sense of attentions
experienced fromhis friend John Stewart. Am| to turn ny back on such a man?

No, it is inpossible. On the contrary, | shall seize every opportunity, and every
formin which ny gratitude can be expressed, to testify my approbation of his
character, and nmy thanks for his kindness. Then as regards the Garth
attorneyship, it was stipulated when the Messrs. Eccles and we entered into the

present agreenent, by virtue of which, | amput in possession of the Garth crop,
t hat Losh shoul d be continued attorney. | amso mxed up with the Eccles that for
my own conveni ence, | should have made no change in this way, but noreover Losh

is ny uncle's Executor, and everything taken into account, his present attorney-
ship for the Garth, received the approval of the parties in d asgow and at hone
for whom | act. So nuch then for Losh's attorneyships. | amsatisfied that there
the owner is on the spot the property thrives the best. But when | find | arge
crops and small outlays, what decision can | conme to but this, admtting the
force of the axiom quoted, | amas well off or better than ny neighbours. | am
satisfied and what nore could | desire. \What reason to change ny managenent. | am
no radical reformer and | allow the | abourer to be worthy of his hire.

Touching the Sevilla Estate. This Estate during the |late Montgoneries life, was
under the control of the Roberts. Indeed before his death, Gay Losh and Co. got
the contract of that property, and have had it till now | amaware that the

Eccl es had been all along satisfied wth the managenent, till this year, when
whet her they are or not is a question which I cannot solve. The Sevilla is in the
hands of the Eccles and | cannot interfere with other people's concerns. It would
be both inprudent and inpertinent. Add to which that Gray have got the managenent
you nust realise in this, that the influence which the Eccles' possess is

del egated, and apply you then to Gray Losh and Co. We merchants do not appoint
attorneys for nothing, and | believe that those Gentlenen will allow that with
our credentials in their hand. They are ainmed with an authority which with
reference to our affairs in Trinidad is ommipotent.

| have thus answered your |etter whenever and wherever | can serve you, Conmand
me. But | cannot help insisting that you have egregi ously m staken ny position

and influence. | have already given you evidence, who should have, and | trust
has satisfied you of the sincerity of ny friendship for you, but not for nmy own
brother will | ever attenpt to influence any man save by honourabl e and upri ght

means. Wien therefore you beg ne to act secretly and "inplore" me to secrecy, you
must have supposed that my discretion needed to be fortified, and that then | was
to enbark in a system of espionage and duplicity, nore worthy of Bow Street than
of one whose crest you will recollect is "flourishing alike in sun and shade".

am anbi ti ous of advancenent in the world, but that advancenent if it ever is to
be, shall be attained through a spirit of jealous, but upright rivalry, and when
| act in any other spirit, when | can believe aught inconsistent with that award
of honour and candour which till | have evidence of their want of them | am ever
ready to yield ny friends, | will subnmit to be termed a Fool. That knaves do work
with, called a Fool.

Renmenmber me kindly to your wife and children

371129DSI to ARI. On the other side | hand you invoice of stores shipped per

Cal ypso. She sails, wind permitting, on Thursday (tonorrow) or next day. The mail
has not exactly gone to pieces but her cargo tho saved is useless for export and
will be sold for behoof of the underwiters. | go to G eenock tonmorrow to see
about the shipweck & what is to be done in consequence. The Sugar market in
London one report says is dull & another that it is not. | wait tonorrow s
accounts with sone anxiety. There is no policy so safe as selling if it does not
appear perfectly clear that the Market is imrediately to advance. | nust be
prepared betines by the first January. There is no news fromthe West since ny

| ast. You see the auxiliary the Ante Sl avery fol ks have got in Birm ngham His

m nd seens to have sunk under the influences of brandy and di sappoi nted anbition.
Inferiority is insufferable to such a man, and as he cannot |ead the Whigs he has
put hinself at the head of the Radicals. W may now be prepared for what the
Tinmes calls a ‘vast and violent nonsense’. W are likely to | ose one of the two



events on which we reckoned connected with the election of Councillors. MGavin
who is not a parlianentary elector was elected Councillor. The Tories carried the
thing to the Court of Session & McGavin who is a furious infidel (brother to the
Protestant) will keep his seat at the Council Board. We thus |ose the event of
first blood, but we will floor the Provost and they gain the first knock down
blow. I was not able to send you a Box this week with all | had on hand to attend
to but I will have the nore time to cater for next week & the Box will be all the
better, | amglad to see that the Bass is comng. | have been ailing since
Saturday with a bilious cold. It don't suit to give in and in a day or two |

shal|l be perfectly well. Today the frost is near about zero as our old friend
used to say. It is very intense and likely to continue. W have had no snow here
yet. The first tine you wite nme state any conversati on you nmay have had wi th our
friends here touching Losh’s being continued Attorney & any other verbal
under st andi ngs not enbodied in the agreenent. | shall soon receive my accounts
fromthe Eccles & desire this know edge to assist nme in their exam nation. |
wote Henry Stewart yesterday in which | told himanong many other things that he
had egregiously m staken ny position & influence. | do not suppose he will again
suggest any system of espionage where | was to run all the risk and he enjoy al
the benefit. | cannot afford to make any man ny eneny ot herw se he woul d have
“kail thro the reek”. It is very possible he will be magnificent in reply, for
when he’s on his legs, like Jack Lofty, he’'s prodigious. | suppose that you wll
be today ex clericous presbyterice Wente. | suppose the dipthong | atini ses Wem
O d MLeod [Dr John McLeod 1757-1841] is a droll chap. He tells a story of “Archy
McNiccol, Kilfinan”™ (the Mnister of the Parish to wit) who was a corpul ent gutsy
chap, at a sacranent. The Dr and Archy slept in the same room- the latter
painfully afflicted with flatulence emtted an occasional and nost triunphant
report. MLeod s patience & sleep were done for at length, he said “Lord man
Archy, ye hae been ill used when they didna nmake ye Mnister of the Kirk O
Shotts.” Archy in getting out of bed for sonmething to relieve himput by m stake
McLeods breeches on. They were too tight by half a mle & thinking that he had
swel l ed unnaturally he threw hinself on the floor & roared that he was gone.
McLeod, on lighting a candle, found the gone man in his breath & laying on his

back. I will wite you next week when the Box goes forward. | had a parcel of
vermn in a present the other evening. They are called capelings. You will have
had them | have ‘no strong natural turn for such’. | am shipping coals at the

Broomi el aw for Trinidad. To shew you how nuch we are encroachi ng upon G eenock |
saw 900 tons of WI. shipping arriving by one tide. The saving to ne is very
consi derable. Love to Elizabeth. | hope to find a big |assie next nonth.

Thursday forenoon. | was kept in Town today by business which I must attend to.
The London Sugar market is dull for the nonent. There is no decline in price and
| have no fear that before a week we shall have a stir and enable the Hol ders who
are disposed to sell to get the late highest prices. Today is wet & warmwith a
beastly south wind. We are up to the ankles in dirt. Yesterday again was cold and
frosty. One would need to be clothed in treble Brass to resist the changes of
tenperature to which he is subjected. McGavin has gained with all expenses. So
much for one event. Next conmes the Provost. We will be nore fortunate in “putting
t he polish” on him honest idiot. The Tory menbers of the Town Council have the
Council at their feet. There is a club here where all the little and many of the
great guns often attend. on Tuesday evening a copy of Provost Flem ng’ s answer to
the interdict was read, in which he stated that he was recognised as nmy Lord &
cited in that capacity & so on. There were two or three Councillors present, &
next day (yesterday) a neeting having been called by Flem ng the Conservative
Councillors acted thus. After the mnutes of fornmer neeting were read, the Dean
of CGuild asked “who called this neting” “Alone | did it,” replied Flem ng. “Wel

then | do not recognise you” replied the Dean “& | beg to | eave the Council” Away
he wal ked with all the Conservatives after him The renai nder were short of a
Quorum & busi ness has been and nust be al toget her suspended till the question at

i ssue is decided, or a conprom se effected. That is both the Lords waving their
right in favour of the senior Bailie Paul. PS Say to the Laird that his letter is
to hand & that it is all right & in good tine.



I nvoi ce of Stores shipped by D Stewart Irvine on board the ship Cal ypso,
Al exander Melville master, for Trinidad, on account and risk of Garth Estate &
consi gned to John Losh esq, Exr to the |late John Stewart esq

76 11.2.7 Rock Salt per ton 45/- 1 6
1 new Ml asses puncheon 15 2 1
77 11.1 Rock Sal t 45/- 1 5 3
1 new Ml asses puncheon 15 2 3
78 11.2.14 Butter & salt 35/- 1 3
1 new Ml asses puncheon 15 1 15 3
3 Barrels prime Mess pork 72/ 6 10 17 6
| do do do Beef 75/ - 3 15
Bi scuit 3 barrels 16/- 2 8
1 new Ml asses puncheon 15 3 3
2 Barrels best herrings 37/ - 3 14
Cats 7 1/2 Bolls Cats 16/6 6 3 9
2 new 38i nch hhds 14/- 1 8 7 11 9
Coal s 20 Hhds containing 11 waggons coal s 13/- 7 3
Filling do. 5
20 new 38 inch Hhds 14/ - 14 21 8
13 10 bundl es 13 feet wood hoops 60ea 5c¢ 17/ - 4 5
11 4 “ “ “ 2c 14/ - 1 8
35 new 38 inch Hhd packs & heading 10/ 6 18 7 6
25 new Mol asses do 11/ - 13 15
94 1 3
Char ges
Li terage, Cartage, Porterage Agency, Bond &
Bills of Lading 4 6 1
Export Duty 7 2
Commi ssion 2 1/ 2% 2 7 7 1 1
101 2 4
Prem um of £105 i nsurance @ 20/- p cent
Comm 1/ 2 per cent & policy 2/9 p cent 1 14 4
£102 16 8
Dat el ess Thurs forenoon. | wote the enclosed yesterday afternoon altho the date
be of this day. The cold today is nore intense still & at this rate we will have

it immediately at zero. In Perth the thernoneter stands at one. The accounts of
Tuesday’ s Sugar market in London are goodish. Matters are ticklish but the
chances are in our favour, | think, & may open the year with 60/- as a m ni num
In Trinidad produce of all kinds is very high. Mlasses in particular ruinously
so for those who but there and inport on speculation. We will by & bye see how
the market at hone turns out & whether the Garth Ml asses will nett nore than
they did in Trinidad. There is little new from London this norning. The Bel f ast

El ection Cormittee are 10 Conservatives & 1 Liberal. | think this bal ances the
Roxburgh Committee. Mkenzie on the 16th ult was in Navy |Island. He began the War
by cannonadi ng Chi ppewa, but the fruits of the first day’'s practice was the
murder of a Cow Head was to attack himon the 24th ult or thereabouts. The C yde
above & below town is shut. Above the river is swarmng with nortals of all sizes
and ranks. A poor man was rescued by an acquai ntance of mine in a funny way two
days ago. The man had fallen in & was bobbi ng up and down, waxi ng weaker and
weaker every dip. Sonme children standing by were enjoying the thing marvel ously.
“Hurra. There he is again” every tine he appeared. This nost providentially
attracted my friend s notice & he flew at the man & | ugged himout just as he
appeared for the fourth time & very |ikely when death had given the last tap &
was pronounci ng the “going gone”. | suppose you heard that Provost Flen ng had
again fallen & broken his other armand two ribs. The man is certainly bew tched.
Brown’s wife is a Mss Chapnman, well connected, pretty & essentially a

gentl ewoman. He is a lucky chap. In her speech & the formation of her nmouth Ms B
rem nds nme very nmuch of Margaret. | hope Brown is in shallow water. | have ny
doubts but we shall see. His npbde of business | think abom nably specul ative, and
but for the backing of nonied friends he would this very year (after 8 years



experi ence) have been floored. | find himpeculiarly |iberal and exceedi ngly
gentlemanly & nmean to consult ny own interest by doing ny business upon the best
ternms without regard to associations or old synpathies. Plug forgets all these &

sowll I. My clerk calls nme to business & so good bye.

371221DSI  To ARI | had yours of the 11th seven days ago. | see all that you
recol | ect of any conversation you had with our friends here. I wish in no way to
call in question Losh’s right to the Attorneyship ore executorship, but he acting

as the Eccles’ Attorney had anpng others the Garth Estate under his charge & they
payi ng him £300 a year as a fee would, or might, ask me to pay a proportion of
that sum now that he no longer acts in so far as concerns their interest as

attorney for Garth. | do not expect that they will charge ne any thing under this
head, and if they, or Losh, do not, | shall be the last person in the world to
mention the matter to either. | sold off all the Sugar | held on Saturday |ast at

61/ 6, thereby losing 1/- a cw fromhaving for the only time during the Crop
acted under other than ny own inpression. The loss is not great & will be
profitable in nmy future sales. The Sugar market is up again but it has not

regai ned what of lost. The sellers are at their old gane - holding hard. G | kison
and Brown made a specul ation in Sugar by which they could now nett 8/- per cwt &
yet they are not sellers. They are waiting for 10/- or 15/- and they may spoi

the horn before they have done. Plug perpetrated a piece of inpertinence lately
which | have punished - to wit interfering between nmy agents and ne in the matter
of nmy shipnents for the Garth. Gray of G eenock comuni cated this to nme & the
expl anati on was that he “Thocht that me & you hed jist kent a aboot it.” I told
Gray that any orders conmunicated to nmy agents woul d reach themnyself & in the
meantinme as it don't suit to quarrel with a man who can conmand 10 | egi ons, |
have tried an experinent to guide M Plug into right conduct by shipping by other
vessels for Duncan Stewart. W are the very best friends possible, but | think he
will find it for his interest to be conciliatory, nore particularly as in
addition to fecht going out there there will be fecht com ng hone. W have no
late news from Trini dad. Ronald has prom sed ne the Garth account tonorrow & when
I go north I will bring it & my own accounts for 1837, and so far as they have
gone for 1838. The Arethusa will of sail for Trinidad before the m ddle of
January & | will take advantage of her detention to see you on New Year day. W
have an idle week during the daft days & after the New Year | will be too

regul arly occupied to spare a week. One of the cleverest planters in Denerara
wites to Eccles “that the Sl ave Emanci pati on Act has been our salvation”. He is
not frightened by the year 1840 at any rate. In Trinidad the old Niggers are in

t he horror when they think of 1840. At present they have conforts in abundance
but they do not know what they may expect when the | aw declares them free and

i ndependent. We nust hope for good results fromthis feeling. Spring Rice is to
cobble in a little nore next year - July - by a reduction on the drawback paid on

t he export of refined Sugar. | w sh the Ri ght Honourabl e Superficial would have
done with his nibbling. We encounter 1840 under the |oad of difficulties he has
al ready entailed upon us. | will bring the handkerchiefs for Enily & sonme snuff

for you & the Kynachan Acantha. W have floored Provost Flem ng. He has appeal ed
to the House of Lords. Today the Council neet for the first time since the
interdict was granted by the Court & | anticipate a very violent sederunt. The
weat her is dry and the wind fair. The Arethusa just in from Denerara |ost 5 of
her crew by fever. That colony is in a nelancholy state with yellow fever. The
weat her on the 28th Oct was “rather dry” in Trinidad, just the weather for nme. |
have shi pped £770 worth of stores to Garth. They will anmount to £100 - a | arge

sumtruly & a bad year to pay it withall. I will |eave dasgow on the 30th. |
suppose | will find you at honme on the Monday following. | amglad that the frock
sent Elizabeth pleases. | expect to find her nuch grown in the last 9 nonths. My

regards to Mss Hall & the I and.

371226DSI LB John Losh | think you will do nme the justice to say that | sel dom
trouble you in this way; your tine is vastly too valuable to be needl essly
occupied. Fromthis magnificent preanble | cal culate upon this lucubration being
favourably received and inwardly digested. You will have a hash of stores this
year for Garth. The ampunt thereof when the order is exhausted will be £1100.



know that the rehanging of the Boilers etc are extraordinary itens in the
expenditure this year. You seemto | ook for a bustling year in the Hospital. The
physic is many tines greater than on any former year. The Garth account | ooks
well, are we ever to get that place attached to Garth. | think it would
materially | essen nmy anxiety if we did, and considering the many di sadvant ages
before me, | long for an auxiliary which would render to nmy mnd at |east, ny
triunmph over these conplete. You will | know do your part in the matter, and a

t housand thanks to you for it. You will be kind eno' in future to recogni se ne as
Manager in Chief and Mnister Penlifro in G asgow for the affairs of Garth. From
henceforth if nmy instalnments are regularly paid, and the other provisions of the
contract inmplenented, the Mrtgagees have clearly no control over eithar you or
me. | find sone little difficulty in our shipping arrangenents, and | was lately
obliged to take tolerably high ground to prevent liberties being taken with
mysel f, and interference being made with my agents. \Watever you may see or hear
that may strike you as odd, you will consider it in so far as ne or ny actions
are concerned as preneditated. | have been shipping our friend Duncan Stewart
sundry stores. The order arrived so |late that | have been a good deal put about
with them nore particularly as he did not definitively promse return freight. |
have shi pped him 30 Hhds Coals by the Christian to be paid by return in nol asses
or sugar. Now may | beg you if it be not convenient for Duncan to inplenent this
understanding with G & B to ship 30 puncheons on ny account, purchased as cheaply
as you can, and every care taken to protect me against loss, in so far as the
security of the casks, and the quality of the Ml asses are concerned. If on the
ot her hand Stewart does ship by the Christian, then | still would |ike 30
puncheons shi pped per Iris @3/6 freight. I think I can make £80 or £100
supposi ng you can buy at 2/ or thereabouts, and ny excellent friend John G ay
having some interest in the Iris, | would like to give hima "wee" |lift. | my
mention that of |ate Ml asses fromthe West has been found adulterated with sand.
The quantity varying per puncheon from 10 to 20 pounds, and in one puncheon 26

| bs of sea sand were found. This is very infanmus. The whence these Ml asses are
derived fromis conceal ed, but | trust that when the fact is known that the
parties having recourse to practices so dishonest will change them | say lately
that a high Legal Functionary of your colony has said, or rather given it as his
opi nion that the slaves occupi ed about the Boiling house are not praedials and
consequently free next year. This to any man who knows the act nust be nonsense.
What in the name of wonder does that superficial Jackanapes Ri ce nean by nibbling
at us. The state of Canada should be a warning. Fools are taught by experience.
What kind of intellectuality can there be about our present Rulers when
experience does not teach them | amtruly in hopes of hearing fromyou soon.

go to the country on Saturday to see nmy friends there, but will be back in tine
to address you with an invoice of stores per Arethusa about the 15th or 20th of
next nmonth. May | beg you to convey ny congratulations to Ms Losh and with many
good wi shes toward you and here | ametc.

371229DSI LB W I I'iam Cunni ngham & Co. Qur friend David Stewart Irvine Esq. has
applied to us for roomin the Iris for a quantity of Ml asses not exceeding 50
puncheons. These if tendered by his correspondents please receive at freight of
3/ 6 per cwt.

371229DSI LB to D Stewart Irvine Esq.. Neither M Qughterson, M Wallace nor
oursel ves consi dered your few articles saved fromthe Mail to be in good order
and they have therefore been sold for behalf of all concerned.

380117DSI LB (Arethusa) dasgow . To John Losh. | trouble you now nerely to

encl ose the encl osed which you will perceive secures ne in freight for mny

Mol asses on easy terns. | have seen ny brother of Foss since | |ast wote you,
and his reverence was pleased to put the stanp of his approbation on all we have
done since ny advent. He al so approves highly of my instructions conveyed to you
that the Garth Ml asses be sent hone, because even situated as | am should they
nett less with ne than they would have done with you, | amstill a gainer in many
i nportant points. | have no news. Brown to be sure is to be married i mediately
and has taken a furnished house. | will hand ny account; current made up on the



31st January, by the Janet next nmonth. | refer you to ny letter to the Executor
and remain with good wi shes to your wife &tc.

380101DSI LB d asgow to ARI. | had the prefixed yesterday norning. To the letter
| refer you. on the 2nd of |ast Cctober | wote to Losh that ‘I cannot
sufficiently regret M Gay's death. Its occurrence is unfortunate on every
account. | know however that his successor wilL do the Estate justice if he
shoul d be M Taylor of the Broomage who | aminformed will |ikely receive the
managenment of Garth. so far so well. Losh's character is the Al pha and Orega of
good planting and if Taylor be indeed what Jack and others of ny friends
represented himto be, this corroborative, testinony of Losh's justified sone
degree of congratulation that he is the Garth Manager. The "experinenta
arrangenent” wait our sanction | presune. "Gay's anmount ™Mof Salary was £500
currency. Now what | nean to insist on, is this.. that Taylor shall reside upon
the Garth. He takes the full salary you perceive and because he does not reside
upon the Estate, he pays the Overvseer £100 currency nore and del egates his
authority to him and because he is absent from Broonmage during the day, he

provi des an additional overseer for that Estate at "his own expense" that is, at
ny expense, for he pays this supernunerary out of the £500 also. |If |I ammade to
pay for a Manager | nust have his undivided services. | amtold noreover that is
on all hands the better property of the two, and that renoval from Broomage

t hence woul d be consi dered pronotion. | am pl eased well enough with Taylor, but I
will not allow himto nmake Garth a secondary concern, the nore particularly when
he retains the whole salary and give ne not the whole benefit, for his services
during the day are not worth £500 to nme a year. The Garth overseer is a very

cl ever young chap and if M Taylor take £350 curry a year and allow the overseer
of Garth £100 curr[enc]y out of that | have no objections to the arrangenent, but
on every account | would far rather Taylor renpved to Garth, and just stepped
into Gay's old shoes. He nust therefore have nuch influence with them and m nd
you that we nust consider by and bye the propriety of giving soneone a direct
interest in Garth, so as to attach the Negroes to the Estate when the vigorous
and inprincipled struggle for [abour will begin. The present is an experi nmental
arrangenent, and therefore |eft open for our approval. | have nmade these few
remar ks that you may give nme your mind upon the matter, say, by Tuesday's post,
and | will stake our wi shes to Losh imediately thereafter. The sugar market is
not very brisk you will see. | was lucky in selling ours. |I dread April. But
sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. The nett proceeds of the 32 Hhds and
6 sugar per Geniffer are £643.18.11. Invoice of stores per Arethusa |ast week
£43.11. 2

380209DSI LB to Losh via (Janet). | duly had yours of the 5th Decenber. | approve
hi ghly of Taylor's appointnent. The only remark | would make is this. Does not
resi dence upon an Estate appear to be necessary? The arrangenent is experinental,
and | ooking steadily to 1840. | |eave you to continue the present or to nmake such
future arrangenents as in your experience and judgenent may be npst advi sabl e.
Your charter of M Taylor is the Al pha and Orega of good planting. But “the proof
o' the pudding is the preeing o't” and we will | have no doubt pronounce an
opinion in time comng quite in keeping with that forned by you. | thank you for
your prom se of a good crop. Let there be no exertion spared to back nme with the
grist and you are kind enough to say that you feel the necessity of doing so. The
little outlay necessary for cattle is no great matter. On this head I will only
repeat a request fornerly nmade, that you would wite me to say so, and then

have time to | ook about me. | do not forget the clains of John's Sons and you
will do nme the justice to say so, when ny letters are before you. This year
will | trust do sonmething for thembut it nust come fromGarth. | send you the

Garth account. The continuation is a fornidable one, but there it is, and | trust
will be found correct. My profits on this year are not great but 1838 will do
better. | have nade no bad debts. The Banks have reduced their Interests and

Di scounts and so have we nerchants (today) to the purchasers from2/2 to 2 per
cent this will put £50 in ny pocket. My brother of Foss is anxious to know what
the proprietors (absentees) nmean to do for 1840. | had had it in viewto ask this
qguestion of you before now. Do you think that we could neet 1840 as we are, or



would it be prudent to give sone one a share in the Garth for which he would pay
us Cash. There are necessarily many interests to take into account and nany
parties to consult, but there is nothing in the question proposed for your answer
inconpatible with either. |f sonme Gentleman could be found to take a share of
the Garth do you think it would be prudent to make or receive an overture.

380215DSI to ARI. | had your letter of the 29th ult in due course. | have nmade up
the Garth account & send you a copy of it. There is no particular remark to offer
only that the account for 1838 opens fairly. You will also find account sal es of

the Sugar per Aeniffer & Invoices of stores for Arethusa and Janet. | am now
concluding nmy shipnments till April by the Hamlton to sail next week. Two nore
shi pments, one in April & another in May & nmy list of stores of 1838 is
conpleted. | wote Losh by the Janet | ast week, | do not think that as Executor

Losh is responsible to us any nore than other heirs, but he has never gone

agai nst any wi sh of ny nother’s or mne. Your suggestions are so very reasonable
and neet so fully any difficulty which Losh could start that | have acted upon

t hem & have nerely recommended Losh to use for the present his best discretion &
that when we cane to see the results of his “experinmental arrangenent” | would
express ny opinion nore fully. If we get a good Crop, and a small outlay, it
would matter little probably whether Tayl or be resident or not, but on this point
I have expressed ny anxiety to Losh & begged his opinion whether keeping 1840 in
view a resident manager should not be a sine qua non if he saw reason to nake any
change in his present arrangenent. It is very probably that Losh | ooks upon nme in
the light of factor for the nortgagees, and | dare say Plug may have told M John
Speirs as nuch. Then he is responsible to the Mdxrtgagees for he is their paid
attorney and they have retained all their rights, and he is not ny nothers in so
far as concerns Garth. He is responsible to her and John's heirs certainly & that
is another interest so that | will take his appointnents & introm ssions w thout
calling either in question except they should be pal pably bad. The Eccl es’ have
nothing to do with us if we inplement our agreenent with them but as | do not
preci sely understand Losh’s position in relation to all parties, | have no desire
to assune any authority to which I amnot entitled in my nother’s nanme. The
Proprietors do not know what they will do with their properties in the Col onies
after 1840, nor can | learn what difference of managenent, if any, they nean to
adopt. Cenerally speaking they feel very secure & seemto think that matters wil|l
turn rather to their benefit under the new reginme. One or two to whom | spoke of
Garth thought well eno of giving sonme one a direct interest in that Estate, but
boggl ed at the difficulty of finding a proper person. | have nentioned the matter
to Losh & asked his opinion as resident & one best qualified to advise us & best
entitled to have his advice followed. W will see what he says. Eccles’ and other
have not begun to think about the matter & fromLosh | will get Burnley’' s opinion
& that of others who frombeing interested, & nenbers of the illustrious Board of
Cabildo, will be the npost earnest & it is presuned the nost successful in

devi sing nmeans for our protection & security. That conpound of snores and sneezes
G enel g tal ks already of reducing in August next the nunber of Stipeniary

Magi strates because the House servants are free. This is to nmy mind a dangerous
experinment. We nust for a long while | fear have to govern our dependents in the
Colonies nore by a civil than a noral power & to renobve any portion of that
protection which forms part of the machinery of Emancipation, until the

experi ment of emancipation is tested, is at the best bad policy & may lead to a
bell um servile. Trinidad to the 22nd Decenber | ast was tranquil. They had sone
showers & were to have the mlls about in 10 days. Qur first ship ought to be now
nearly loaded & will be in the Cyde in early April. The Sugar Market is dull but
the navigation is shut & trade nearly at a stand. Wen the thaw conmes you w ||
find a grand turnoil in the Sugar market. Qur thernonmeters are at 8. Water pipes
frozen & worse than that the pipes on our water closets. The G asgow Green is one
sheet of ice & carriages are fairly off the road. A Doctor’s carriage cane down a
hill yesterday with the carriage first. It turned fairly round. The Clyde is shut
today & the canals closed for the season 5 weeks ago. All conmuni cation by
between this & Geenock by water is closed & railway shares will | have no doubt
rise in consequence. Such cold has never been experienced here & | pity you if
you have it as intense. They are worse in Paris than we are. Typhus fever is



anong us west the Town. There were 4 deaths | ast week, all of fol ks nmoving in the
first Circles. Sandford is a sad loss to us. He was not calvinistic ?and for
some of us in his Conservatismbut he did us credit for all that & many a one
knew G asgow politics this Sir Samuel who never heard of Hundreds who picked
holes in his principles. Gasgowis nearly gutted of its Literary Magnates. The
nmoder n pyt hagoreans, Mtherwell, Sandford etc - all within a short tine, & now we
are really in the predi canent of having none of the Sons of Song anobng us, or if
we have they are |ike Nebuchadnezzar’s image. The Banks have altered their rate
of discounts & have we in our sanple roomfrom2 1/2 to 2% This wll put £50 a

year in ny pocket. | have not been to one public ball since | cane. | do attend
one however on the 7th March & have witten Foss for his sporran Ml ach for the
occasion. | nention this in case he should be absent that I may neet with no

di sappoi ntnents. The cold has fairly driven ne to the fire for thaw ng.

380215DSI to ARI. I'mnot sure | have the right to manage. Losh is the Extr &
responsible to heirs, perhaps he I ooks on me as factor for the nortgagees.
Planters optim stic for 1840

380423DSI to ARl The Louisa is below Left Trinidad on 13th April. Brings nme only
10 Hhds & 6 Tis of Sugar. Had no letter from Losh. He had been all but gone, but
on date of witing (13th ulto) was rather better, The Crop would no be nore than
an average one. Gray Losh & Co have witten nme.. | also have heard from Duncan
Stewart. He is very highly pleased with all | have done for him& |l think wll
exert hinmself in nmy behalf this season. The Cal ypso would sail from Trini dad
about the mddle of this nonth. She will bring ne 30 Hhds Sugar & as nuch

Mol asses as can be got ready for her. The Sugar market is not pleasing ne. You
will hear fromnme by your carrier this week. Wth the Auchterader case & so will
Mss Hall wth a sutmmer frock for ny little Pet Baby. Quarter past 12. Louisa
will be returned if possible on Sunday.

380510DSI to ARI. | understand they expect you and yours My Mbther at Clunie on
Saturday first & there | address ny letter. | sold the 10 Hhds per Louisa at 53/6
and the 6 tierces at 57/-. This first inmport we nust not take as a criterion of

t he new manager’s capability but the next inport will stanp that & | hope to see
a material inprovenent in the quality, for the weights are very excellent - on
this latter head ny utnost wi shes are realised. The Calypso will be here next
week. | expect 30 Hhds and sonme Mol asses by her. Then follow WIIliam and a host
of others who are likely from present appearances to cone hone Bunpers. The

| atest accounts from Trinidad are to the 24th March. The weat her good, 7 estates
hard at work. Losh on the 24th March had had a rel apse and fromthe nature of his
complaint |I feel great anxiety for next accounts. It seens he is |abouring under
“dry colic” the nature of which Wllie will explain. If his bowels can be noved
he will do. If not inflammtion begins, then follows nortification and then

cat astrophe. Now | beg that you will wite nme as to your novenents after Monday
first, so that | can imrediately communicate with you by letter or in person
shoul d ny fears concerning Losh be realised. Say nothing about it at the Cottage
in the mean time. | shall be prepared should the worst happen to say what nmy own
experience and the advice of ny friends suggest as best to be done, but | trust
we are not destined to |ose at the threshhold of our specul ati on one so
singularly and thoroughly devoted to us & so capable fromhis ability & influence
of advancing ny nother’'s interests & nmy own. The Sugar Market will do tol erably
well. My never failing criterion will not | hope deceive in times comng and if
not I amperfectly confident in the future. My Mol asses will be no great

specul ation, so far, but this too may turn out better than what | at present
expect. | have made nmy youngster note what explains itself at the bottom of the

| ast page. It may instruct you. The per contra | can give no idea of. But you nmay
be assured that | am perfectly awake to ny situation & quite prepared to neet any
difficulty whether of privation or deprivation. The tierces per Louisa were

al toget her so abominable that | sold them & have bought a tierce of very fair
Sugar which reaches Clunie tonorrow - Half for you. | had Wllie' s letter & tel
himthat he shall have his answer soon. | thank himfor the hint as to Sir Neil
John Lowe has been appointed Clerk to the National Securitys Savings Bank with a



salary of £60 to begin with. | nust see & get hima place in one of our regul ar
banks. | am not overly sanguine touching the School master recomrended by Sir

Neil. MLeod |I rather think is pledged to one Munro who from his know edge of the
Gaelic would be useful to the ?Dr at ? hours. W shall see anon. There seens to
be nothing doing in Parlianment about immedi ate Emanci pation, except indeed the
presentation of a nmultiplicity of petitions. The fact and the truth is there can
be no m stake about the matter that the Ante Slavery Crusade has saved the
voluntaries. The fact of their opposing the Extensionists on grounds so
unchristian and selfish was a nasty fact & they needed to draw away the publick’s
eyes fromthem and their doings by a pretence of Christian synmpathy with their
suffering friends in the west. They gai ned another point, for they shewed the
Mnistry their power in Scotland - and another still that they nmake commopn cause
with the Denocratic Radicals in England. “W were received with open arnms by the
| eal and true Men of Birm nghant quoth Dr Heugh giving an account of their
stravague on the way to London. These voluntary denocrats & all the bad bl ood &
bad breath of the United Kingdom are our worst enem es, but they are the only and
the best friends of a Mnistry whom | consider the shabbiest creations in
Christendomtill | saw a Synod at Stirling. There is to be a denonstration in
favor of vote by ballot and Universal suffrage in the 21st Currt. The tine is
wel | chosen. We have all the necessary elenents at hand for such a denonstration
- plenty of idle nechanics, plenty of poverty & plenty of Em ssaries. The poor

wr et ches who are victins of the Trades Unions have all of them had their wages
arrested for the next 6 nonths. O hers are being [laid off] as Trade gets duller
and duller & hence they concoct denonstrations as if the people had the
sovereignty of a Republic, which nakes all the difference in life as to the
fruits of their denmonstration. They are mad, & to expend upon it sul phur &
Gunpowder woul d cure nore evils that the itch. There is little stirring in the
City. W will soon have an election. No nmatter for that. If Dennistoun stand
again he will ? every one of the Denbnstration ? [the sense seens to be that D
woul d wi n Radi cal support], and thus the chance we which we could have from a
split anmong the Reforners is gone. So |ong as they concentrate upon one nman they
will beat us till we are strong enough in the Registration Courts. Sir Charles
Gordon was here yesterday making arrangenents with our |local committee for the
Cattle Shew in Oct. The weather is very hot & | should think beyond everything
“convanient” for seed tinme. | trust the harvest may be equally good. There were
300 Hhds Sugar sold in our sanple roomtoday at very good prices. This backs ny
expectations. The Liberal Party are very big about Stirlingshire and call nanes
at a great rate. Wen the ?tinmes, or any Conservative ventures to apply the
Knoute, there never was anything [tear] of his foul nouthedness. Among every ot her
monopoly [tear] Liberals nust have a nonopoly of bl ackguardi anism They have | ong
since taken all the Liberty to thenselves & now they will by no nean allow any
beyond their pale to set up for a Blackguard. | wll add a sentence tonorrow
forenoon before shutting up. There is a packet due tonorrow and should it arrive
we have have accounts of Losh to the April. There has not been a linme in any ship
[contd after alc]

Amount of Stores shipped for Crop 1838 after deducting Bal ance sue Garth Estate
for Crop 1837, shewi ng anopunt of Debit on 1st May with no part of the produce of

Crop 1838 credited £592 6 3

I nstal nent of debt due 1st July £900

Gray Losh & Cos draft, say £600

M's Janet lrvine, interests & annuity payable this Crop £140

I nstal nent of debt due 1st January £900

Probabl e anpbunt of Dr at 31st Jany £3132 6 3

-arriving fromthe West so far as | can discover. | fear Lady Menzies’ shrub wll
never be brewed. | don't forget the fruit but it is deuced hard to find at the
present tine. | see Al nond has been noving sone “very severe” overtures at

Auchterader. My opinion of John is nuch Iike the Irishman’s “My fine fell ow you
nm dder must have ben plaguey scarce o Chil der when she reared the |ikes o you”
Renmenmber me to all and sundry at Cunie. Friday half past 11 am No packet
today & consequently nothing further of Losh. There will be word for certain in a
few days & you shall hear fromne when there is. let us in the neantime hope for
the best. Glkison & Brown will be fairly hors de conbat if they |ose Losh. There



is little political interest in the London papers. On Wdnesday Chal ners on that
day delivered his fifth lecture. The Liberal London papers are horrified at him&
O Connel|l has fallen foul of the Doctor charging himwth “twofol d bl aspheny”. He
is a bitter pill for the Liberals. Peel they say has given him £500 for the
Extension scheme & | really should not wonder if the Doctor bring £15,000 back
with him You are probably aware that he called a lot of Mnisters up to keep him
in spreading the nature of his mssion. They are not, many of them names of

note, and | understand that the Conm ssion by no neans approves of this step of
the Doctors, considering it ill-timed & injudicious & that a m nute has been
recorded on their book that all that Chalners is doing is upon his own
responsibility & altogether wi thout their concurrence. Be sure & wite ne of your
novenents, My love to Elizabeth who nust be growing a big lassie by this tinme. |
venture to say there is nothing nearer perpetual notion than her little tongue in
Bl air Athole.

380523DSI LB to David Peacock. | had your letter of the 12th in due course. |

i medi ately saw the clerk of our Cattle Market, who did not know whether he could
furnish me with the information desi derated. Yesterday after having danced after
him'till nmy patience was finally exhausted | asked himfor a yea or a nay and
then he said that the deal ers had set their faces against prices appearing in the
papers at all as they found in consequence the greatest difficulty in making
their purchases in the Country, & noreover that when he stated that he neant to
give a weekly statenent they gave himtwo alternatives to do so if he so pl eased
but the would petition for another. | offered him 3 Guineas, but he was deaf as
Ailsa Craig and there can be nothing done with him | shall still see if | can
fall upon or hear of any other way of getting at the matter and in the neantine
have to express ny regret that the one suggested by you should have failed. You
will see plenty of our Denonstration. The whole matter is perfectly inpotent of
good or evil. W are in horrors at the Lord Advocate's Miunicipal Bill. The £5
franchise will | should hope damm the thing in the opinion of Mderate Wigs, but
if the Bill do become Law, d asgow is dished for 10 years to cone at |east. W
have accounts fromthe Colonies (WI.) to the 12 April. Things progressing nost
satisfactorily. | have no earthly fear of the year in 1840 if we were |left al one
in the meantine. In St Vincent 8000 of the non-praedial have refused instant
manumi ssion (as provided in the act) on 1 August 1838 and beg to be considered
praedials till 1840. It was the sane gentlenen who sent hone a little noney for
the relief of the "great glorious and free" who start in the West Highl ands and
the Isles thereto adjacent. Nothing newin the political world here. Wshing you
much success in your l|labours. | ametc.

380607DSI to ARI | lately wote to you at |ength. The Cal ypso has di scharged her
cargo and both my Sugar and Ml asses sold. | sold the Ml asses at 28/- which is a
very good price, and the Sugar at 57/- which is a better. | was singularly |ucky

with the Sugar. The quality was no great shakes, but | had the Sanple roomto
nysel f. There was oddly eno not a sanple on shew but mne. My good friends played
my gane of withholding their Sugar on Tuesday | ast (by the Calypso) and just as |
expected | got ny valuation which was 1/- above the appraisers. There are 5000
Hhds [ ess Sugar in G eenock warehouses than there was this tine |ast year &

t aki ng everything into account | amconfident that the future barring the wet
weat her abroad & irresolution & incapacity at hone, this year will be little

wor se than 1836. You nust understand however that this is my opinion. | amnearly
singular in entertaining it. “The deed will show. If we only have good news from
Trinidad, and that | will receive 220 Hhds Sugar from Garth, our highest

cal culations will be nore than realised. The Eccles’ are now inporting their

Mol asses too. You will wonder when | tell you that ny best & nobst liberal friend
anong the entire house of Eccles & Co is Ronald. Yet such is the case. The
WIlliamwe | ook for now any day. |Imediately on her arrival you will hear from
me. | think I mentioned Duncan Stewart’s purchases so far. He has as yet sent ne
no produce, but I will | think have a shipnment i mediately. W may expect Losh
home within a nonth. Young Burnley with his wife and bairn start fro France &
Germany on Monday. Ms Janes Eccles is very poorly. | saw her yesterday. Ms



WIlliamEccles is in the Country 9 mles from Town. She and the young ? are al
in status quo. | am nost anxious for sone opinion as to the position of the
Church at the nonent. A friend of mine met Collins the other day. What will you
do if the Upper House confirmthe decision of the Court of Session. “Deprive
Young of his License” was the answer. Do not the ternms of the mi nute on Young's
di sm ssal fromthe Bar of the General Assenbly bar this. Qur nmadnen are ripe for
any thing. The Guardian wll give you a touch of their quality. We will have an
el ection but no Tory opposition | hope. If there be they will be at us by 600. I
am having a door broke thro a counting house next door to ny own which | have
taken for ny Clerks, the old one you saw | nake ny own sitting & consulting room
The noise & line dust is fearful. Good bye. My love to Elizabeth. Wen is your
Sacrament? | will send you a dessert as usual for Mnday’s di nner.

380611DSI to ARI. The WIlliamarrived yesterday in 35 days from Trini dad. She
sailed on the 5th ulto & so very bad are the accounts of the weather at that date
t hat whether | inport two thirds of ny Crop is questionable. The rains were so

i ncessant that not only was Cartage suspended, but grinding also & unless as
change for the better took place before the 15th ult the usual and regul ar wet
season woul d be on & we should then be dished ad infinitum Losh wites nme on the
2nd. He remarks that the season is unfortunate but does not wite despondingly by
any nmeans. On the contrary he tal ks of the weather ?”making up” and of an
intention when it becanme fine of his going down to Garth & reporting the state of
matters there inmedi ately after. We nust trust for a change for the better & wait
further accounts. The WIlliam brings nme 45 Hhds Sugar & 12 punch. Ml asses - a
very good shipnment. My inports are per Louisa 10 Hhds & 6 tir Sugar. Per Cal ypso
44 Hhds & 17 punch 2 Hhds Mol asses. Per WIIliam 45 Hhds Sugar, 12 Punch Ml asses,
so that half the Garth Crop is to arrive. Markets are very flattening & these
accounts will have their effect no doubt, | do not intend to sell nore than half
t hese 45 Hhds now to hand for the present. The Eccles’ have 6 vessels waiting
loads in Trinidad alone, so they are in a scrape as well as ne. There is nothing
new here. All these political novenents you read of are ? The different parties
throwi ng dust in each other’s eyes. There is however a thoroughly organised

Radi cal party terned the Wee Cl eekie. The parties here now then are the
Conservative, The Cique, or Radical Wig & the Wee Cl eekie or the Denpnstration
Men. The Clique nust coal esce with us & that we may neet themthey nust make many
concessions. W will not. If they will not make these concessions we will start a
man and beat both parties. So stand we at the present. | am di sposed to
concentrate our energies & trust upon the negotiations but a quarrel anong the
Cique is so nuch our gane that we nust suppose | take a hand. The season is wet
and warm | should think vastly favorable for vegetation. | have heard nothing of
the Cunie folks for a long while. They are wetched correspondents. | hope there
are sone del ectables for Sir Neil in the good ship Wlliam He is first on ny
list. I nust wite himsone of those days & | pronised to do so & he appears to
be very correct in his business natter. G asgowis in a nost extraordinary state.
No water except the little to be got here and there anong the wells. Sonething
went wrong with the Water Conpany’s works on Friday past. W shan’t have a drop
fromthemtill tonmorrow afternoon. I wi sh they were as dry in Trinidad

380618DSI LB to John Gray. | find the WIliams discharge has been so nuch
retarded by the "It-aye-rains-when it-does-na-snaw'-ness of your climate, that |
amrather at a loss howto act. In the first place, be kind eno' to let nme know
if you have discounted by Bill due the 30th. My first instalnment to our good
friends is paid on that day. £900 for 1838, and | have the needful, but | trusted
payi ng you out of the WIlliam s inport, and you have the "sumtottle" thereof in
Bul k and sanpl e beside yourself and if | sold it tonorrow the 14 days all owed

t he purchaser would be two beyond the 30th. I will overtake you by a few days,
and what | want you to nanage for nme is this - that you will protect nme fromthe
consequences of the dilatoryness of the Wlliams discharge. | recomrend this
matter to your friendly consideration and wait your answer. | think sonme of your

auxiliaries behind the partition have nade an onission in the coals. The om ssion
I have officially announced to N & G Wat think you of the Drawbacks and Spring



Rice's statenents, no alteration will conme in to operation before the 5th Cctober

I should fancy and 'till then, as the time is short, the refiners will work hard,
and we may take a rise out of them | hear it is quite possible to do sonething
in Commttee, especially if black and white Jospeh's notable plan be carried into
the body of the Bill. | have had a correspondence with Rice and Lord Stornont

upon the subject, which will now term nate by my having officially and "to the
public" received what | wanted, privately and for ny own satisfaction. The
correspondence will anuse you. | trust the Bairns are in statu quo. | felt great
pl easure in spending two days with our friend Ms Janes Eccles at Aucchentorl ee.
Saturday and yesteraday. She is but so and so, and her |l egs are very powerl ess,
neverthel ess | think her in no danger.

380620DSI LB to John Gray. Yours of yesterday cane duly to hand. Your answer is
just what gratifies me beyond all expression. | shall see you next week, and
settle the matter in great good tune, and upon to altered ternms suggested -
much for Buckinghanmt. W yesterday held a neeting. W, neaning refiners,
shi ppers and Merchants in General, when we cane to the resolution that we should
do no '. It was expected that by Newspaper or privately, we should hear nore from
Ri ce, and that therefore we should delay till the Chancellor of the Exchequer
tidings were nore deliberately announced. W learn to day that the little

gentl eman woul d on Tuesday nane the day for going into Conmttee. W want to know
when this Bill will cone into operation, and as | have placed nmy Lord Stornont on
the | ook out, we may learn this too. Under such circunstances we yesterday, as
observed, did nothing. We had however sundry drafts of petitions read, the chief
prayers of which seemed to be directed to the postponing the operation of the
altered Law till October when the refiners will have worked off their present
stocks, and till those who have gone into speculations on the faith of the

Dr awback being continued during 1838, have di sposed of their cargoes. Another

i dea appeared to be entertained that the Drawback shoul d be gradually reduced,
and that the reduction proposed should be gradual and extend over a term of

years. We shall immediately follow up this neeting with one or nore petitions and
we nust trust to operating upon the good sense of the Commttee. To operate upon
the good sense or business talent of the R ght Hon. Thonas Spring Rice, is just
to take the Breeks off a Heilandman, the which we are credibly assured is at all
times difficult and soneti nes dangerous. For the present business is suspended,
and | apprehend that there would be no i nhumanity in the notion that our present
Fi nance superficials were suspended too! | daresay Dr Ue would decline the
"Wal e" of enpty sugar houses. It is vastly convenient for Cie who wants it to

bol ster his declining revenue by enbarrassing the refiners and us too; not having
a regard to the crying occasion for a reduction as a thing called for, and good
initself, but making the reduction upon the faith of one of 3 experinents al
yielding different results. It is vastly convenient for that gentleman to stand
behi nd Ure, and then when the tribulation cane to say thou canst not say | did
it." If we nust have revenue alterations |let these be tineously announced. As to
what the results of the present alterations are tote, when the reduction has
actually becone Law | do not know. Mblasses have been sold @29/4 1/2. This is
really taking care of the pence.

SO

380626DSI G asgow. My Dear Mother, | yesterday received your letter of the 23rd.
I find that the Tourists have left you - My friend Captain Canpbell who has been
here for 4 days is off today for home which he will reach on Thurs afternoon at
4. | suppose in that case he will catch Ceny & Janes. He has fornmed all manner
of plans for themduring their stay, and many of these plans are so eccentric and
unreasonable that | regret nuch I nmiss the fun of hearing them nooted and
overruled. | trust that both may return stout & strong & continue so. | am
delighted to find that you are so well. You seemto reverse the |aws of nature
and get stronger the ol der you becone & they used to tell of a mll for grinding
ol d people young. You will not need the mill. I amsure that the air of Foss wll
still strengthen your greenness, if you consider the attribute a conplinent, or
if our good friend John will allow anyone to trench upon his distinguishing
characteristic. He had better ook to his laurels or ‘green again Johnnie wll



no | onger be the witing on the Barber’s one pound note. | daresay that our good
friend would willingly see you strong and green even if by your being so you
woul d deprive himof the privilege of giving 20s for a bank note of the “Barber
Bank of Fashion”. Sandy wites ne that his sacranment is next week and | am goi ng
to send nmy Saturday gift in a dessert for the Mdnday di nner which will be hone by
the Carrier this week. | fancy the Carrier will not be on the road next week. |
see the G enlyon House party are away sea bathing. Mdrvern seens a droll place to
go, neither very approachable nor very civilised when at it. The air however wl|
be all the purer & the water all the cleaner & that is sonething, at least in ny
mnd. Qur air is all manufactured air & when we are |lucky and have water it is

al so manufactured and filtered & so ?bebi bed & bedevilled, with your |eave, that
the natural green filth of a quagmre is nore natural even if the bog should be

the resting place of Eliza' s friend the Egnunf. | amvery glad to find that the
Country is so agreeably peopled - During harvest you should have a very nice
series of neetings, if the Tilt go on so as to forman introduction. | think the

pl an of keeping alive the Tilt is a good one. It has many advant ages besi des
social ones & | amsure if Janmes Robertson will accept the Secretaryship that he
will be a worthy successor to our excellent friend Captain Robertson. | daresay
Janes John has done wisely in postponing his visit to me. The cattle show will be
very beautiful and he will be able to keep we d aswegians in our estimate of hair
& horns. | should very nuch |like butter and cheese too, so you can | eave out sone
to be sent nme any tinme nost convenient. The pease neal will be home with you this
week, if not Friday week, in tinme for the Invalids on their return. I should
think WIllie has a good season before himin a professional point of view If he
keeps three horse he would need it. | had a long letter fromLosh a few days ago.
He has after being at death’s Door recovered his health again. There is a good
deal of sickness in the Island, and ny under manager Wod is dead. Another has
been placed on Garth in his place and a very suitable person | aminforned. The
season has been unsteady and we are uneasy at the early appearance of grains and
no less so at the extraordinary position in which we find ourselves with our
Negroes. One third of all the slaves have been declared free on 1st August 1838

altho the law did not conpel their freedomtill 1840. | allude to the field

| abourers - but they could not see why the house slaves should be free in 1838 &
they not till 1840. The distinction was inpolitic but it was made & now we nust
do the best we can for our protection. | should not be in the |east surprised if
all slaves in Trinidad are declared free on 1st Aug w thout distinction of
occupation. | cannot pretend to say what the consequences will be but | do not
fear them so much as nmany. | | ooked upon the transition which has passed nore

?j ealously than | do upon the approaching one, yet all the poor slaves behaved

t hensel ves better pending upon the receipt of their Charter of Liberty than our
Radi cal s did when the ReformBill was passed. | have witten Sandy urging a step
whi ch appears to ne inevitable. that is giving some man of the spot & who will
reside on Garth a share of that Estate. We nust |eave the selection to Losh &
Losh we can trust. W nust not however expect the price to be paid down. A small
sumonly wll be paid dowmn & the balance will be paid out of the crops. Losh

hi ghly approves of the arrangenent & | fancy | can so manage it that Eccles wll
be no bar to the arrangement provided that Sandy and you authorise nme to proceed
with it. No tinme at |east should be [ost in deciding one way or the other, and
the case is nore urgent fromthe unsettled state of feeling anong the slaves and
t he frequency of death of those having authority over them There is little new

here. | had Bob Menzies & his young wife here | ast week. | had nuch pleasure in
payi ng them sonme attention & we certainly had some rare fun & not a little,
believe, of my creating. The young wife is a nice lassie. | think I will with

M ss Hall tonorrow afternoon. Renenber ne to WIlie and Pongo. Yrs

380629DSI to ARl | anticipate a busy forenoon tonmorrow & take an hour of this
afternoon frommny wal king time which | shall repay by an extra stravague tonorrow
afternoon. | have read all you say on matters abroad. | have before stated ny
sentiments & need not here repeat them | quite agree with you that Enanci pation
in Trinidad is inevitable. | intimated by a note the other day that | should wait
on M Eccles & M Ronald today to hear their opinion of ny plan for giving a



share of the Garth to sone Man of character and talent. | called accordingly and
bot h approved the idea. | knew they could urge no | egal objection to any thing
which did not interfere with their nortgaged rights, but they did not on any view
state an objection, but seened to enter into nmy views very earnestly & to approve
hi ghly of the notives by which we were actuated in carrying theminto effect. W
nmust | eave everything | fancy to Losh. W can state as nmany recomendati ons as we
pl ease but as regards the selection of the Individual & the terns upon which he
will be allowed to purchase, these nust be left to Losh’s discretion. | wll
state what | propose doing. Getting a special power of Attorney in favor of John
Losh, John Spiers & Al exander Gray, to enable themto carry into effect the
arrangenent proposed. The addition of Spiers and Gray was suggested to E & Co by
me as a precautionary neasure and by them approved. It secures us in an attorney
in case Losh either |eaves the Island or dies init. | mean to reconmmend to Losh
to |l ook nore to character than noney in the selection he nmakes. A honest poor man
with tolerable ability and security if that can be had. On this point | wll
enbody your suggestion in witing Losh. That person selected shall reside upon
the estate & take the managenent of the estate, & that he have no other Interest
& above all that he is not to leave the island for 4 years after he enters upon
hi s managenent & property, except upon life & death necessity. That Losh be
careful in ascertaining that the Purchaser has no debts. This is | think a very
necessary caution. That he state & that fully the obligations under which the
Estate is & provides after the Mortgage debt is paid up that the Crop shall be
thereafter sent to ne. | think this clause necessary. If you object to it as
hampering the purchaser or if you think it may scare a worthy man | will not
insist upon it. Losh has a copy of a deed to the Eccles’ which is in no ways
affected by the proposed sale. They retain all their rights. The purchaser
becones ny Mother’s creditor. I wish we may get security. We nust try. We have no
very favorabl e accounts from Trini dad. They are not however |ess favourabl e that
we | ooked for and I will get through this year yet. If a sale can be made during
Autum the noney paid down may be of consequence & in any case it is absolutely
necessary that we have a man whose interest does not lead himto entice the

i ndustrious and well behaved of our slaves fromus. If they are emanci pated
uncondi tionally on the 1st August next year that power is given to any nere
manager. The Eccles’ think that a special Power should be sent. | shall see about
this tonorrow. We have a vessel sailing for Trinidad on our about the 15th & tine
is very precious. | pay ny instalnment of £900 tonorrow. | expect that produce
from Duncan Stewart is now on the way hone. | cannot give you the | east idea as
to the value of Garth, nor can | even recommend how nuch the yearly Instal nents
shoul d be. W may get £1000 paid down. But M Eccles reconmended nme strongly not
to urge too nuch attention to noney. W need not sell half. Wuld you give Losh
the discretion to sell one third or even a half as he thinks he can get a
purchaser. | would like to hold out an inducenent & begin with a small share.

am uneasy about the ? The old nerchants no ways affected. “we are not to think
ill of all that has been done so far” The revenue of this Country nust be | ooked
after & £8,000,000 a year is a nost inportant elenment in the question “How are we
to receive our Duties?” | have great confort in this consideration. You & | may
live to see a system of coercion nore intolerable to the free man than the worst
tyranny exerci sed upon the slave. Any suggestions you have to nake |I should Iike
to have by Tuesdays Post. | wish to overtake the ship sailing the 15th. there is
nothing in the power of Attorney requiring revision so you need not see it till

it go to Foss to be signed by the old woman.

380629DSI LB to John Gray. | was duly favored with your letter anent the bill per
£500. The arrangenent suggested by you is very accommpdati ng. One consequence of
the ill timed Legislation of our present nobst inconpetent Exchequer Chancell or
(who by the way spells Chancellor with one |) is a total suspension of al

busi ness. The little superficial has convul sed the Mercantile Comunity, and if
notoriety be his aimand object he has w thout doubt attained that "bad

em nence". Hence it is that your friendly attention is so considerate and so very
useful. | expect Robertson will place £100 or thereby in your hands to the credit
of my account, and | enclose you ny, note at 4 nonths for £420 which in its
duration and amount will 1 trust neet with your approval. You nust arrange about



the balance '"till you are in funds of mine and when first | amdown | shall get

the old bill. Al which will | presune be duly attended to. W are out of the
Chancel | or of the Exchequer's "frying pan" only to turn into the fire and
tribulation of the weather in Trinidad. I amnot aware that any interest has so

much to contend with as the West |ndian. Taxed for the production of a necessary
of life to 45 per cent of its value, the necessary commdity paying nore over 8/-
as charges and to the Merchant the Balance is frittered away at honme by every

G nger bread Econom st, whose dogmas are as inconprehensible to practical nen as
the theories of such nen are inconprehensible to each other. "Fools will enter in
where angels fear to tread". Then the very Elenents seemto favour the stigm
attenpted to be fixed upon us by our Christian friends at honme, and the little
wealth we have is turned to a curse. There is one thing which seens pal pable to
me, and that is, that we are on the eve of a convulsion. Eight colonies have

decl ared all slaves free on the 1 August com ng w thout regard to occupati on.
This may prevent conbination and ergo is wi se, and indeed the sooner that things
settle down to their ultimate state of qui escence whatever that nay be the better
for all parties. Hence | do not see (indeed it would be madness to attenpt it)
that Trinidad can keep her slaves in bondage after what has been done el sewhere.
Then what intervenes in the "Reign of Terror"? That's the rub as Hanl et very
sensi bly remarks when he contenpl ates sel f-destructi on and the unknown bourn in
the same breath, and if we are to have our quietus fromthe Ri ght Honourable
Thomas Spring Rice, | insist that we shall have our quietus fromthe barest of

all "bare bodkins". What then if we should. What would our kind friends at hone
say, if to prop a sinking revenue the government should establish a system of
coercion where every particle of opinion and privilege would be extinguished, and
t he poor Freeman the object of so nmuch philanthropy and sentinent, the subject of
a thousand speeches, and the cause of so nmuch tea drinking, and waste of Linen
Hand' hfs and fine garnments be left at the nmercy of a Tyranny nore aggravated than
t he worse Tyranny of the worst days of his |long borne slavery. It may not only
come to that, but you and | nmay see it. £8,000,000 enters imensely into the

cal cul ation

380702DSI LB to John Losh. | daresay you renenber the story of the nonkey who
asked his master permssion to go out. To see what. To see a friend. "Aye truly
mayest thou, and | shall go with thee, for | never saw a friend in ny life." | am
very nmuch disposed to try conclusions with this cynic, but | really have a
friend, and that proves that he had no phil osophy in himand ergo as old

Touchst one concludes "he nust be d....d". | felt really pleased by the receipt of
your letter. Your head is clear, and your pen fluent as ever. The heart did not
need nmending as that is never victimsed by the stomach. | trust that you are now
strong, and that you will have strength eno' to superintend the operations of our
time of trial. | nust first say a word on business. | have then to informyou

t hat your approval of ny plan of sharing the Garth has net the sanction of the
Reverend the M nister of Foss and the concurrence of the Eccles. | trust on or

about the 15th to send you a special power of attorney to carry ny wishes into
effect, and for the present with reference to the power | may nention that in
addition to your nane there are superadded those of Spiers and Gray. This | have
done as a precaution and while you are understood and intended to exercise the
chief influence & indeed the only influence, nevertheless to nmake ne sure of a
resi dent and selected functionary, in the event of your com ng hone. | have added
the names of your respectable coadjutors. So far as | can see | do not presume to
say whom you shoul d sel ect or whom you may consi der best qualified for nme. | want
an industrious man of some noral character. | consider this nore val uable than
noney, and | beg for the sake of all concerned that character will be a sine qua
non with you. I do not wi sh to say either what amount of share for the present |
should desire to part wth. This is left with you mainly, and nust depend upon
the capability and security of the purchase. | would also wage that if such can
be ascertained, the purchaser have no debts, at |least to any anmount. That he
shoul d be of a good constitution, ny object in this seem ngly quaint provision is
that he may not have to | eave the Estate fromill health, and that his
constitution may not dispose himto ill health. | should consider a termof years
resi dence upon the Estate indi spensable considering how nuch may depend upon



prudence ki ndness and wat chful ness. And lastly that the purchaser should have no

other interest, or if he have, that it be secondary in inmportance to Garth. | am
terrified at the struggle there may be for |abour, and | desire to attach ny
partner by his interest to the Garth. | have thus very summrily touched upon a
few topics, noticed nerely and entirely as recommendations. | do not desire in

any thing to tie your hands, and though in ny next letter | may recapitul ate al

t hese and add sone others, you nust understand my object being the sinple desire
t hat you should know our sentinments. M Eccles at one approved of ny intimation
that | was freely to throw nyself into your hands. In the nmeantinme pray | ook

about you. | will have difficulty, indeed | do not, see nmy way clear at all for
payi ng my engagenents for 1838, and any sum which m ght be paid down woul d be at
| east of great use in facilitating ny arrangenents for January 1839. | amfrom

the above remark you nust see inpressed with the idea that | shall receive little
nore from Garth this year, and when | burdened nyself with these paynents to the
Eccles | never contenpl ated any other source than that Estate as the source from

whence | should derive the needful. | trust Stewart will not forsake ne. The
Mol asses spec, with the turn the question of Drawbacks has given the market, will
be bar eno' | opine. | have heard nothing from Duneau. He is inconveniently in ny

debt. Do you know | amvastly pleased that | wote so savagely to Charlie's
successor. There is nothing |ike honest inpulses and he wont forget that | have

way to. | dreaded there was a screw | oose sonewhere. | shall wait your letters
nmost anxi ously. | do not despond but really if we are not relieved of the present
Mnistry and that speedily | see no end to our difficulties. I nerely intended

this to intimte that | desire you to go on with your enquiries for a man for
Garth. Next week | shall give you a bonus of news and on dits which your letters
require

380702DSI LB to John Gray. The Bill seens destined to cause us sone
correspondence, but better that than m sapprehensions. Have you encoutered it? Up
to this hour | have neither heard of nor seen it. | just mention this, that as we
appear to be at a game of hide and seek, you may know that | have no know edge of
the | ocal habitation or the house of the "last quantity". O course if it come to
you | shall hear, and ditto ditto if | encounter it first. There was a little
done in the way of asking prices to day in our Sanple Room Some |ots |aid down
were held at 2/- frombig best point. This did not neet the views of the buyers.

380705DSI LB to John Gray. It's a long |lane that has no turning, and a long story
that has no end. Al human events are rounded by catastrophes, and hence our
Bilious fever | amglad to say has taken a turn. | yesterday retired ny to
you here. Had you intimated at the tinme of nmaking the alteration of the City I
shoul d have been all ready but | was perfectly ignorant of the change till your
favour enclosing the last bill. | was twice nyself in the Bank on Saturday, but
the Teller who usually receives the amount of bills was not in the Body on that
day neither was Smith, and Buchanan had 4/1 in the prospect, so he gave ne "bare
justice" and hence the Fates had ordai ned that you were to have a great deal of
bother. Smith said that he took blane to hinself for the matter, and took the
4/1. You said that | had blanme to assune on ny inadvertence, and | said that you
were blameworthy for making the alteration without informng nme at the tinme; and
so Smith and | | aughed and you were under guarantee to a synpathetic
"hodge" and Buchanan even after the loss of his 4/1 raised his specs and | ooked
pl eased and thus ends "this nost strange and eventful history" Shakespeare! Thus
there were Smith to blame, and you to blame and ne to blane and so | fell to
gquoting the Catholic story (not to be found in the Bard of Avon) the devil
chasing Saint Patrick into Ireland, where found the Saint between King o' Fool e
and St Colunba. At a loss to the Saint. quoth he "Gentlenen |I'm clean bothered,

but if yer lave, 1'Il take the Gntleman in the mddle." Query! I think as Ben

Greig used to say to ne "I hae ye there Dunkell" followed by an ad |ibitum chorus

of smacks. | have nustered the £420 Bill as you desire. | wote it before | knew

of your desire upon this head. | enclose you the first prineval cause of all our
You can | ook at and then destroy the docunent. Smith is a fine fellow He said

that had he known of the matter he would have "made themretire the Bill at

once." This is handsone, and | amcertainly rich in, which | esteem my chi efest



weal th, a set of npst devoted and interested friends that ever cheered and
strengthened a man's hands in his pilgrimage thro' this weary world.

380706DSI LB to John Buchanan Jnr. | was duly favoured with your |etter handing ne
ny account, and | intended 3 weeks ago to have sent you its amount. W have

| ately had however an alteration in the Drawback introduced, which as an

i medi at e consequence has so affected the sugar market that not one of us can
sell a cask. This state of things nust be tenporary and | only nention the

ci rcunstances that you may not consider your account overl ooked. | have ny sugars
now on the table, and shall during this nonth have the pleasure of handing you in
an order on our nutual friend M Gray, the anmount of your account.

380720i shDSI to ARI. | had your letter of the 12th. Since then | have had no
occasion to wite to you till today & nowto say that | have a letter from Losh
dated 9th ult. The weather has taken up & Sugar neki ng goi ng on vigorously and
cartage would be resuned instanter. So far well. | have no idea how short we may
be of 220 Hhds, probably I nmay get 200 & that with fair prices will do. W have
got over another difficulty at hone. The altered scal e of drawback which you will
find introduced on the evening of the 13th inst by Rice wll not cone into
operation till the 10th October, so that business, which for 10 days has been
totally suspended, will be resuned and | think much to our advantage. | do not
affect to understand the question, but in so far as I do I think 10/- a Hhd
during the panic | expect to attend the introduction of the altered law will be
the difference to ne. Others cry wolf when there is none at hand. The quantity of
Sugar refined and exported is 10,000 tons & the quantity consuned at home of raw
and refined is 160,000 tons. | think then that the inportance of Sugar refining
is greatly over-estimated. My fear cones not fromthat. Losh says that the sl aves

who are not to be free till August 1840 - the praedials to wit - are dissatisfied
with the distinction made between them and the non-praedials who are to be free
in August 1838. | do not wonder at it. It was an unwi se and unpolitic

di stinction, and to prevent worse consequences they may do in Trinidad what they
are doing in many of the other Islands, declaring all slaves free w thout

di stinction of person and occupation & that on the 1st August 1838. Losh does not
state any such intention in Trinidad, but as a matter of expediency and as the

| esser of two evils M Eccles thinks the instant emanci pation of all classes

i nperative. You know | have been urging Losh for his opinion as to getting sone
one to take a share of Garth. He says “1 would highly approve of your getting a
partner to take half of the Garth, but one who has noney is not to be found. This
you need not expect with perhaps a small sum paid down you nust | ook for the
remai nder out of the annual crops of the Estate. On this principle nost of the
Estates of the Col ony have changed hands.” Such is Losh’s opinion. M Wod, the
resi dent undernmanager on Garth is dead & another placed there. These frequent
changes of nen & managenent affect ne & the Negroes & | think we should not |ose
one day in starting the question to the Eccles’ for advice & action. \Wat say
you. Do you approve of my waiting on M Eccles before doing nore, or authorising
Losh who nust settle the matter, | presume, to do so. Gve ne your sentinents in
full. There is no shutting ones eyes to the peril which may overtake us. But we
must act vigorously. | amconvinced of Losh’s integrity & ability, and to himwe
may confide our helmin this energency. | do not now hesitate to say that it may
be necessary for nme to go out in Cctober, but we shall hear nore of Trinidad
before we say nore on this head. Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. W
have overcone the difficulties as home & been so far prosperous. A packet sails
on the 1st July for Trinidad & by her I will with you answer have tine to refer
the matter to Losh, taking it for granted that the Eccles’ will sanction by doing

so. | amglad you are all well. | shall attend to your Monday dinner. | asked Sir
Neil lately for a vote to a friend of m ne who ?goes ?now to ballot for the East
India direction & he was nost happy to give it. | have also nmet with great

courtesy fromLord Stornont whom | have had badgering Spring Rice. We will hear
again from Trini dad next week. My first Instalnment for 1838 - £900 - is paid the
Eccles’ on 1st July current. | fear Duncan Stewart had better taken ny advice to
be cautious. He has nuch to win, or everything to lose. | must watch him & keep
away. My policy and practice hitherto have been nost fortunate & by & bye when



this nost abused country shall have shaken off the nmenbers of the Whig regine |

will ‘“walk abroad” perhaps a poor but unfettered man. G | kison & Brown are daft.

I would not take their business with their responsibilities. Today | was enbraced
by Ronald in the Exchange. He is given to inpulses & this was one. | may turn
these to good account. | have a great deal to say but have not roomtill my next.

?Roebuck is here. he talks but it won't do. His party are the denonstration nmen &
we have 2500 good votes. The whol e Liberal party about 2900. ?This won’'t hear
bei ng spent. Yet the Cique reject Roebuck, Remenmber nme with all affection to ny
little pet & Mss hall. If you think or rather if you would wish to neet ne at
Clunie after | have seen the Eccles’, | can during the week run that length for a
day very conveniently & as the step is inportant we should neet sonehow.

380723DSI LB to John Gray. Your rejoinder of the 14th put a period to our
vol um nous correspondence of late. | think the nmerits or denerits of the
transaction are pretty well considered and conclusively established so we shal
borrow a resting place for themfroma neverfailing source (Shakespeare of
course). | had a chat sone days ago, and again to day with M WIIliam Hanm | ton of
R. Boyle & Co. and the subject of the chat interest ne not a little. M H sold
the Messrs Warden a cask of sugar, which on being taken to the Quay, after it was
wei ghted over to the purchasers, was by accident tunbled into the water. Del end
est Carthage. Now M Hami|ton rendered an invoice for this tierce of sugar, which
i nvoi ce the Wardens woul d not pay. On this case was referred sinpliciter to M W
Connal and | understand that w thout deciding between the parties he says that it
hat h herebefore been the practice that the liability of the seller did not cease
until the purchaser had the commodity in his proper possession. W nerchants, it
seens pay the carriage fromthe warehouse, and hence our liability says Connal,
until the comodity be delivered over, not at the warehouse but out of the cart
VWhat | want you to say then is this am| thus bound? | had in my ignorance
considered that ny liability ceased when the sugar was wei ghed over and really
and truly taken delivery of by the accredited agent of the purchaser, for here
were the two features of a bona fide sale, the sale itself and the transfer and
delivery, and that tho' the receipt were not then and at the nonent signed, stil
this was sinply a question of time and no way disturbed the liability of the
Recipient. Am| wong in this common sense view of the matter? | will pay the
cartage, but w Il nost unquestionably resist the liability. In M Hamlton's case
the nonth had expired. Does that not strengthen his case? | suppose after the
nont h had expired, and the sugar were not then taken delivery of, the warehouse
had been burned who then woul d have | ost the sugar? The purchaser if his clains
be good, i.e. if he can establish our responsibility until the sugar be tunbled
off the cart had clearly nothing to do with it, but as | apprehend that there
shoul d be a distinct and well defined understandi ng upon the Head of Liability. |
must trouble you to give nme your ideas upon the question. It is clearly a case
which affects ne as it does M H and therefore it is pertinent. You nust have an
opi nion either established or you can formone readily when you |ay out the facts
and fix your mnd upon them and did | not consider that the opinion wuld be
sound, | amnot sure that | should have favoured you with this communication. PS
Let me hear fromyou by Wednesday if quite convenient.

380724DSI LB to John Losh. On the 2nd of this nonth I wote you announci ng our
determ nation to sell part of Garth. | have since then seen ny Mther and
Brother, and they all, as do our friends here coincide in opinion with you that
the presence of an intelligent and interested manager is a great boon to the
Estate and all concerned. Enclosed is a special power of attorney for the purpose
contenpl ated. Yourself, M Gray and M Spiers are the parties noninated in this
docunent, but only for the special purpose of effecting a sale. You will find a
cl ause authorising you to take any steps necessary for constituting and granting
atitle to the purchaser. | forget if you nentioned having done this before. But
the clause referred to enables you to do so if you have not. | have little or
nothing to say. My brother does not wi sh nore than one third of the Estate sold.
His reasons are that if benefit there is to be, he would Iike to have as nmuch of
it as possible, and he would like to hold out an inducenent to the purchaser by



extending his interest. This reconmmendation | promised to state. You have ny own
sentinments already. | had thought over and been advi sed, certain suggestions
which | had noted for your eye, but all old things and systens to which these
woul d have been applicable and pertinent, may be done away before this reaches
you, and | sinply ask you to use your kind discretion in every thing you do, and

consi der your power ommipotent. | amfairly perplexed wwth "at home and abroad".

I can see nothing but a terrible chaos of confusion, uncertainty, and ol der heads
than mne may well turn giddy. | nust trust to you keeping the mrror to ny eye,
by stating everything you are doing in so far as it affects nme. | nmay want

for further advices and then | will state fully the plan | shoul d adopt when

have materials *o forman opinion. Stewart has witten nme. | hope he has not done
too nuch. | wi sh himevery good wish in nmy power. | hope by and bye to pick sone

of the crunmbs. For the present | fancy we will close accounts. He appears to
have been shanefully used by the Master of the Christian. It is nost unlucky for
me. One thing after another too occurs to hurt our friends in MIller Street, who
if they stand this year will do nore than | | ook for. The remarks nmade by you as
regards the specul ations were painfully anticipated by nme. This
overspecul ati veness is the rock on which they split. | amvery sorely beset this
year. | know not however, how | may be soon, but | think at probable that | shal
be in arrears to the bankers. | have no source but Garth, and you know how Garth
will supply me. The sugar market is fairly backed. 51/6 for dry brown. Had we
been Il et alone it would have been otherwi se. The Bill introduced for the
protection of the coolies is wthdrawn. Any contracts entered into w thout the
consent of the Stipendiaries are void. The St Vincent bill for preventing

conbi nati ons anong worknmen wi |l be/allowed/dis by the honme government. | had the
happi ness of seeing ny fanily a fortnight ago. They are all well. | hope that
your health continues good and that Ms Losh is also well. Your colony seens to
have been cursed with a plague, so indeed is Denerary, and so indeed are we but
ours is a plague of bad nmen, of evil Taskmakers who expect us to make bricks

wi t hout straw.

380802DSI (Trinidad 9th June 38 from Losh to DSI. [precis. Sugar down. freedom

| ooming. Turmult expected...| visited Garth fully 3 weeks ago, and regretted to
see pal pably eno confirned the prospect of a short Crop, a rumour of which | had
previously heard. It so happens the Weat her woul d have prevented them maki ng nuch
nmore Sugar than has been done for short crops fromthis cause are general al
over the island, but in the case of Garth the canes gave out entirely. The

weat her you will find in the issue of this recital has had a |little to be bl anmed
for in the end, but good or bad weather | always give the main cause so that the
D--1 may not be blanmed for that of which he is innocent. The canes then of 1836
fell to be cut again this year. In 1836 they yielded a Crop of 196 Hhds Sugar -
this year only 94! To account for this the seasons may no doubt forma partia
reason, but the chief reason is that M Gray fromthe infirmstate of his health
has negl ected his business, & therefore the weeding and supplying the cane pieces
in 1836 had been badly, slovenly and in very many places not done at all, or if
done had been overtaken so |ate that the high sprouts fromexisting cane stools
had choked them Sone tinme before | went down | was aware they had been cutting
the ratoon canes intended for next year but when | made up nmy nmind to go on to
the extent of one third of them very reluctantly M Taylor and myself fixed on
the pieces to that extent which we cal cul ated woul d make up the Shi pping Crop of
this year to the 160 Hhds. To reinforce next year’'s Crop we have very fortunately
the plant canes put in last year, which | hope will make us sure of 200 Hhds.
Such however has been the wet state of the weather since | was there that the
yielding is very bad, the canes being full of sap. A week ago M Tayl or says as
follows. “There has scarcely been a dry day since you were down. | have cut of
the two pieces at Garth which we fixed on & they only fill 9 Hhds instead of
twenty which we had estimated.” This will therefore reduce the expected 160 to
somet hi ng under 150 when rammed and shi pped. Know ng your noney engagenents this
has given nme nuch pain. You will see that very cane has been cut that could be
safely done with the necessary regard to the next year’s Crop & the quantity of
weedi ng (extra) that will fall upon the Negroes. In case of |oss of |abour being
sustai ned this year by any novenent of the Negroes, | have deternm ned on getting



a quantity of plant canes put in by free labour, so as to be on the safe side for
1840. The Salus carries 21 Hhds Sugar & 17 puncheons of Ml asses from Garth, and
further shipnment will go per Janet. | enclose under another cover List of Stores
for next year, and conpared with |last year’s requisition, you will find such a
change as is conpatible with a short Crop. Begging to be kindly renmenbered to al
t he menbers of your famly JOHN LOSH

I send you a copy of a letter from John Losh. It speaks for itself. | can
easily understand how Gray’ s sickness shoul d have brought about the difficulties
spoken of by Losh, but not so easily how Taylor should not have taken steps to
remedy Gary’ s neglect. What is past we cannot help. It will be nmy care for the
future that no such neglect be allowed. The order for this year’s stores is very
reasonable. My inports will be about 130 Hhds Sugar. The Ml asses nay conme to 55
puncheons. By and by when | have ny actual inport beside nme & see what price that
it iswrth |l wll have sonething to say of noney matters. Losh talks stuff in
what he says of their determ nation not to manumt their slaves. In Jamaica they
have done so. In Denerara a notion has ben talked of to the effect that they
shoul d and we | ook every day for accounts that they have, and so will they in
Trinidad. | dread by conpul sion, & that would be m schievous. They will | hope
not be too long about it. | stated to you before what | thought of denelg
wi t hdrawi ng any of the Stipendiary magi strates before 1840. You see what Losh
says. As regards Labour there is no doubt but that for a tine - howlong | can’t
say - | nmust confess to work Garth at a dearer rate than heretofore, but we wll
and nmust have such an influx of Negroes into Trinidad fromthe ol d col oni es where
they earn 1/- a day, to Trinidad where now free | abour brings 4/- curry per man,
that 2/- will probably be the price per day for effective | abourers. The Coolie
specul ation is blown upon. A tenporary 3 year supply of labour is not what we
want. In the neantine till Trinidad is filled fromother places it mght do wel
eno. There will be a row today in Trinidad. So says Losh & so think |I. Today the
house or donestic slaves are free. The field are not. The distinction was nost
unwi se. |If we can get |abour for 1/6 curry for Garth or even 2/- per day, | see
that we shall be richer than we have been. W shall then pay for nothing but
effective | abourers - no infants & no octogenarians. | do not attenpt to say with
my present light what to expect. W will have nmuch danger & worse that that nuch
i nconpetence at head quarters to contend with. The whol e conduct of Governnent is
aboni nabl e, after having a resolution of the House of Commobns that the
Emanci pati on Act should work undi sturbed, expressed by a Frigate to Janmica, to
counteract the dreaded effect of Strickland s notion, and assurance upon
assurance given by G ey & Genelg in their respective places, that no conproni se
woul d be |istened to, and that the Country was pledged to work out the
Emanci pati on Act, here is the sane d enelg recomendi ng every Colony in the West
to manumt its slaves. The pressure fromw thout is ruining us, for so long as we
have our present rulers we need not expect anything at their hands either staple
or determnate. | hold ny 45 Hhds Sugar per WIlliam Go they nmust however on the
10t h August. Sugar is gradually rising. Many have sold out. | will do better
think by having held. | heard again from G ay Losh & Co to the 22nd June. Not hi ng
said of the slaves & consequently nothing done. Today | dreaded al ways nore than
1840. Wen | hear nore & sonmething nore decided | will instantly wite you. The
power of Attorney is now on the way out. WIliam Eccles has been ill with Garth
but is much better, Hi s daughter Margaret whomyou will remenber was nearly blind
is recovering but one of her eyes | fear to be badly disfigured. The Burnl eys
wi |l be home Monday next. W have gained no victory on the clains |odged this
year, On the objections we hope to do summat, but parties will remain nearly as
they at present are. Janes John has done ?manly in his ?parish. He says he has 42
nanmes in. Ayrshire is now safe. The Liberals have been doing wonders in
Renfrewshire & Stirlingshire is gone | fear. They have a new Wig Sheriff and his
party has served up 600 objections for him Lanarkshire is confirmed in Toryism
Forfar is safe | think & so is Argyll. Mnzie has gained 50 votes in Islay island
al one. The reaction is conming. My love to Gannie & Elizabeth.

380808DSI LB to John Losh. | had your carefully witten and nost intelligent
Epistle of the 7th June and feel greatly conplinmented that the care and
intelligence spoken of should have for their object ny edification. W need not



open ol d wounds. The season is past and ny inmport is 70 short. Wuld it were
otherwi se. | have nothing to say on noney matters, only that now |l wll not

stick, and if these devils Buckies with you can be fashioned in to any
approximation to the industrious and intelligent ones of the Garth we may recover
our Harps fromthe WIlIlows and make the "fuit Ilium of our |anentation the
burden of a nmerrier starve. You see that you "be'ed to do it" as a friend of
yours has it. You were very brave in your determnation while the fit |asted, but
you made one m schievious mscal cul ation, and that was in supposing that our

pat ernal governnment would protect the right, and maintain their country's pledge.
That they were guided by principle and were open to conviction | need not

specul ate upon what is in future, but |I hope something will come out of future,
but if that be of good, you, the Local authorities and the poor slaves will have
the whole nmerit. | trust that you have had tinme to concoct sonme code for the
emanci pat ed. They nust not be allowed to understand |iberty wi thout restraint.
The freest of us all does not; while at the present tine we are experiencing the
tender nercies of a governnent the nost arbitrary of God' s created anomal i es when
it has the power. You nust find |abour | fancy. But the government will not allow
it fromthe East, nor fromthe West. We nust be ruined because the dread of a new
sl ave trade has seized on the good danes who swall ow tea and masticate sponge
cake for the cause of humanity. We are all very dull at honme. The markets falling
and no one understanding what is passing or what is conming. Two years hence when

the veto upon Coolie Emigration is withdrawn we may do better. | fancy you wll
have fewer orders for Mol asses next year. | shall [ose £50 by the Christian. Her
owners are in a worse predicanent. | do not wish to alarmyou but you may hear
sonet hi ng unpl easant soon. | shall, and i ndeed have deternmined to go thro with

this year | very readily believe that our good friends R E. & Co. woul d postpone
their New Year's day instalnment, but I will pay it, and |l eave no one to say that

t he agreenent was not paid and inplenented to the letter. | wll be npbst anxious
to hear what you have to say upon the proposal made, and the power sent for the
sale of a part of Garth. Much may cone out of it for ny relief. Alittle noney
like a little learning is a dangerous thing, and bankers are very kittle cattle
to shoe behind. I amin possession of a good and that nost instructive, part of
Spiers admrable letter to M Eccles on the state of your colony. | need say

not hing on the subject till we hear further fromyou. Al our nutual friends here
in statu quo. So are mine and yours in the country. Your many papers will give
you the political news, and your many letters the business news. PS | flatter
nyself that | shall hear fromyou soon when the deed of Grace has been
consummat ed.

389814DSI LB John Stanley. | am honoured with your letter of the 9th. | regret
that | cannot propose to do anything for Ms Anne Pringle, and the nore that she
was introduced into our asylum purely upon nmy recomendati on and was during her
residence in it a Protege of mine. She may have nentioned that she worked in the
Asylum We find now that the workers are a profitless set, and we are now
clearing the Asylum of those already in it, and positively decline taking in any
new hands, let their ability or character be what it may. | recommended Ms
Pringle to the Superintendent as Servant but the duties of the Asylum are severe
and her strength not equal to their continued performance, and having failed in
this respect | have only to express ny regret that | cannot either as a director
or a private individual do anything nore for Ms Pringle

380822DSI to ARI. | am never busy on Wednesdays and | fancy | cannot be nore
agreeably enployed than in witing to you. | had your letter of the 13th in due
course, You nust be very zeal ous of any bilious attack. Recollect the suffering
your | ast severe one led to. W know the slaves are free in Denmerara and on the 1
July the Trinidadi ans had heard of the Jamai can doings & they were talking of
setting their house in order also. Today then we have not a slave in ‘our Royal
Dom nions” in the West. How |l ong we may retain these dom nions is the next
guestion. You see then that all we know of Trinidad, so far, is that they had set
about the instant manum ssion of the Sl aves on 1st July, |eaving them but one
short nonth to acconmodate the laws and institutions to the altered circunstances



of the Negro population. By next letter |I shall have to tell you that the deed of
Grace has been consummted & then whether the virtues of the free men will prove
themto have been entitled to their liberty. Losh in saying that the List of
Stores for this year is |less than | ast year neans two things. The one that a part
of last year’s stores was to pay borrowed stores, a systemwhich | have condemmed
- and the other, that | dread he has scrinped ny List unnecessarily, so that he

will need to supply the deficiency on the other side. | had anticipated what you
say on this head by pointing out sundry stores which I believed to be necessary &
whi ch | consi dered should have been ordered fromthis. | have told Losh that he

does not please ne by the smallness of my List if he nust add to it on the other
side. It is quite possible that he anticipated Emanci pation this year and foresaw
that fewer stores would be required. | nean to have two |lists of stores, the one
for the Estate to go out as usual, the other for food and cl othing and ot her
conforts for the free nmen. By our agreement with the Eccles’ all stores are
carried out free in consideration of Sugar hone. But when | send out an invoice

of stores for sale, | charge freight and other charges which will be repaid by
the free | abourers, supposing he buys his stores as | fancy he will at the
Estates Grnal. Inthis way | will save £150 a year when we now buy | abour only

when we require it. Formerly we had a constant expense all the year round, and
one third part of that termthe slaves were unproductive. Add to that we have no
children & no old people - no doctor’s bills, and these are always form dabl e.
And as far as | can see, always supposing that |abour can be had at a fair price,
we shall have cause to rejoice at the change. | will keep you constantly advised
within two days of the receipt of any inportant news fromthe West. | have stil
so much produce on hand that | am not prepared to propose anything as to noney
matters. | will not do anything w thout consulting you. In the nmeantine | may
state the question - Whether shall we ask the Eccles’ to delay their January

i nstal nent of £900 or get a Bank to grant nme that sum If | get the noney froma
Bank, it will cost 4% and if we get our friends to delay the Instalnents we wil|
pay 5% Then there is an ugly penalty attached to non performance. ?? than that
from personal considerations & these affecting me alone | am averse to asking the
Eccles’ to defer the January instalnment. My inability beconmes thus known to the

clerks as well as the principals. I amnot just certain that no bad use m ght be
made of this. You have the name of having considerable wealth and by getting
noney fromthe bank & paying ny Instalnment, | am supposed to have good backing &

will get good credit. My nother & you are thus by the plan | propose understood
to have no responsibility in the matter. Upon ny own credit | believe I shall get
noney & since debt nust be incurred there is nore econony & less risk in owng to
a bank. My stake is deep and desperate, but as you say we nust not stop now, and
all that | beg is that no one nmay know enough of my position or plans & all that

I wite you is sinply for your own ear. The old woman shall receive her

instal nents regularly. Last year was good. This |I am 70 Hhds short. Renmenber |
have a backstay in the proposed sale and superintendence. W nust hope for a good
year next, and tho we have difficulty now | see no danger. | will send you with
great pleasure the next Birds | get | sent Lady Menzies half dozen shrub & two
bottles N.I. pickles. | saw Hunter of Hafton | ast week, | had a shot at the end
of the week was out at 9 and in at 3 with 8 brace. | proposed 8 brace & cane in
when | shot them Regards to Mss Hall & best |love to Elizabeth.

380823DSI LB John Gray. Above | hand you check for Balance of Bill per £500. The
state of the markets has prevented nme making this arrangenent sooner, and | have
to express ny best apology and ny best thanks to you. The sugar market beats

"Bannache" and | fancy you know what Bannache "bangs". | have just told Jam e
Robertson to sell off ny Mol asses. | amthus quit of a great annoyance, and if
you understand that we have a bet about produce during 1838, | opine that if you
wait till you win the hat you will be soon and | ong going w thout one. | sent you
one brace game Monday | ast.

380908DSI to ARI. | had great pleasure in the receipt of your letter of the 23rd
ultino. | do not see that as far as regards Trinidad we are at the conmencenent

of atotally different order of things. Except the few donestics our slaves wll
| believe continue slaves until 1840. Labour may be nore reluctantly given but it



must be given, and that at no augnmentation of expenditure to us. My difficulties
this year arise altogether fromthe season. In ordinary cal cul ati ons we cannot
contenpl ate such another season & | therefore do not foresee the necessity of
calling on a Bank for assistance save for this year, believing that next | shal
have nore than sufficient for ny obligations. | never contenplated paying the
Eccles off. This they would not agree to: and remark that tho our friend Burnley
acknow edges the justice of our asking themto go into a supplementary deed to
meet the altered value and cost of property and | abour, that alteration nust

first be realised, and extraordi nary as the announcenment nmade above mat seem &
cul pable & rash tho the determ nation on the part of the Trini dadi ans may be,
neverthel ess there will be no general Emancipation in Trinidad altho the Governor
is instructed & the officials, the |ocal ones, are working with mght and main to
urge the Planters to follow the exanple set them by other Col onys by instantly
manum tting their slaves. My shortcomngs this year are owng to the season, and
to all appearances they will be confined to it. As to the second of your
observations you will recollect that | always |ooked to the circunmstances of
Losh’s effecting a sale of part of Garth as one having a necessary influence on
our negotiations, and | perfectly agree in opinion with you that we nust wait
advice from himbefore we finally decide upon anything. We will do nothing for
the present. | nust state however that in the plan | proposed | had a persona
consi deration the force of which you may not perceive in desiring to conceal from
the public ny position, and as | amnot sure what use m ght be made of the

know edge which sonme of ny friends would have of ny situation were | to go to the
Eccles & ask themto let the January Instalnment lay over, | preferred, since |
had to i ncur debt to sone one to be owing a Bank because | saved noney and
secured secrecy by so doing. It was with reference to nmy entire dependence on
Garth I said ‘ny stake was deep and desperate’. | have npbst providentially
forborne putting any other irons in the fire. I had many and legitimte
opportunities of extending my business & placing nmyself, to an extent at | east,
beyond the Garth if our spec there failed, but I always felt and acted on the
conviction that ny exertions and neans should be concentrated and directed
exclusively to the extrication of that property. This was all | neant by the
phrase you allude to. | have no specul ations of any kind & never had. | wll |ose
£50 this year by Duncan Stewart but he has been duly infornmed thereof, and in
time comng he may desire to cancel the obligations under which | have pl aced
him We have then 4 nonths to cone and go before we appear at the scratch & with
you as ny second & coat hol der we should have the Battle whoever win the first
events. Qur Trinidad friends are plucky chaps. Discretion is the better part of
valour. | hope they treasure this in their nmenorys. |In Barbados the slaves have
had a prelimnary runpus. The newly washed do not by any neans intend to settle
down without a cantrip but the argunentum dacenliniumis an excellent soothing
system & they are adhered down under the bayonets of the mlitary. The

Trini dadi ans seemto dread Sanbo as little as you Corrochosach (my know edge of
the Celtic is not critical) & without doubt if they can keep himdown for two
years we will do wonders. The attenpt at | east shews confidence and there is nuch
prudence and ability in other matters in the local Council &in it we nmust place
nore confidence than in our own conjecture. The Sugar market is very low | sold
24 Hhds Sugar two days ago at 50/6. Now this is very low & yet very good too.

Pl anters are no phil osophers. They go out to nmake fortunes. They sail very wel
with the stream but they cannot breast it, ? & thereby hangs a tale. Had they
fine prices at home they would in beginning the new regime give, or be inclined
to give, extravagant prices for |abour. but 50/6 is a price not |likely to cause
the planters’ expectations to be too highly excited & so we nay reasonably expect
himto establish at starting a system of advantages and di screet expenditure. In
Jamai ca they have in nmany instances nade agreenents with their | abourers at 1/-
for the first class field | abourers & 8d (sterling of course) for the second.
This would suit ne well. The Tradesnmen and Sugar boilers and other ‘Headnen' have
a nmuch higher rate - sone 2/- sterling a day for 5 days a week, one day being
allowed for their own grounds and Sunday kept sacred. To conclude w th Col onials,
there is a very bad spirit in Jamaica and rioting is anticipated. | trust you are
getting stronger. When | was in the country the stomachic epidem cs were very
common and very troubl esone. | have been at Cban and el sewhere for a week & saw



an infinitude of Lions. My conpani on on voyage was Hunter of Hafton. | met Islay.
He is a conglonerated idiot. His kilt keeps himon his | egs. Mnzie was al so at
Qban. At a public dinner Minzie disgusted ne, a mle & a half too nuch Gl &
ostentation about himand if he intends to rise in the House he nust have nore

?. The Attorney Ceneral Plain John was also of the party. Hi s speech was stupid
and egotistical. The Wig aristocracy of Argyleshire are a rotten set. | had gane
from Foss for which | pray you thank Foss & Emly. | sent Lady M a considerable
kit of limes. They are as yet unacknow edged. | shall be witing you a week hence
fromTrinidad to the first August. | amdelighted to find Elizabeth so well. Love
& kind w shes to Mss Hall.

380910DSILB to ARl | wote you on the 8th inst. and nust or rather desire to do
so again to day. The times as Shakespeare says are big. W have Letters and
Newspapers from Trini dad and el sewhere in the West to the 21st July. There is
not hi ng new as regards the other colonies and our intelligence fromTrinidad is
confirmatory of what | announced two days ago that there will be no genera
Emanci pation there till 1840. Such is their present determ nation. In our
correspondence there is generally speaking nothing said of the future. Several of
the Port of Spain nerchants however seemto be alarned. Their custoners are, and
t heir best paying ones, the slaves. They foresee a m sunderstanding, and a
tenporary idleness, and a suspension of demand for their nerchandi se. These

t hi ngs which woul d seriously affect them would not so materially affect us; but
it is soothing to know that whatever the fears of the Planters are, they keep
these to thenselves and indeed the bold determ nation they have come to would
seemto justify a hope that we may get on well eno'. The Newspapers tal k nuch of
t he good understandi ng between the slaves and their nmasters, and of the forners

attachment to the soil. This places Trinidad in a nore favourable position as
regards the success of the experinment now nade than any other col ony woul d be,
were it to attenpt a like one, still | know that the Law declares the Donestic

sl aves free on the 1st of last nonth and the distinction between the Donestic and
field slaves Losh considered nost inmpolitic and unjust. There is a danger there.
There is another in this, that our Government when it has the power is the nost
arbitrary in the Universe, and | dread it will not stomach the resistance to its
authority by an isolated an uninportant island, and then public opinion and the
antislavery gentlenmen. The latter will concentrate their venomfor the exclusive
puni shment of Trinidad - and altogether we are in a strange position. W nust not
| et our fears mslead us nor nust we suppose ourselves nore capable of formng a
correct opinion than those on the spot and who win or lose all by the step they
have taken. That step is condemmed by all of us here. W nust wait to see who is
in the right. Qur friends on the other side nust feel that they have the power to
protect thenselves. That they have a right to do that which they have done is
beyond cavil, but if they are not victim zed by the present government | am very
much m staken. You now know the final determ nation of the Trinidadians. Public
opi ni on woul d pronounce upon it within 14 days of the date of our |ast advices,
and in nmy next I will have to tell you what judgenent follows. Things | ook better
and | think we are going to recover our panic. The Wnter may strengthen and
confirmour confience and 1839 be a good year. You will see that Janmmica and

Bar bados will need pitch hot presently if the d....| be to pay because they have
made their slaves free what will we have to pay who do not make themfree? How
can nmen act?

380929DSI LB to Duncan Stewart. | wote you on the 15th since then we have heard
of your Colony to the 10th ulto, and the news we have had has been nost
gratifying. Liberty has borne its natural fruits with you, virtue and
contentnent. In other colonies the public nmind seens to have got into a fever,
and the head has becone affected. The heart will follow. All intercourse founded
on noral obligation or nutual good wll is next at an end, and what becones of
Property, and of the Exchequer. The only consolation is, that the riot of

Jamai ca, Grenada etc. is our wealth, and the nore production is reduced in the
West, to counterbalance its extension in the East, the sooner will we recur to
old prices, and then we need to pay at the present price of Labour. Are you

pl eased with the new regine? | think you should and | believe you will. In a



year or two we shall be all fairly established. Till then we nust work the tide
as we may. The first point is established. The Labourer will work. The second is
al so all but established. That he evinces a conciliatory disposition and is
satisfied with a rate which tho' high | eaves his enployer in the possession of
advant ages. The market at home is rallied. The price is up 2/ fromthe | owest
point. It had fallen to the amount of reduction of the drawback, and many

consi der the worst as past. There are many circunstances to support this opinion,
such as the high price of foreign suger, the unsettled state of sone of our
colonies etc. It may then be said that 1839 will rule high for colonial produce
and | hope it may. You are deeper in the wood than | am but when | am out you
will hear my whistle, and if | can guide you wth a bawbee or a lick o neal
both, God willing, shall be at your command. W have seen the silver age, we have
experienced the Leaden and | now believe that the Golden is dawning for our
colonies. The Louisa will sail in 3 weeks. You will have your little machinery,
and | have nade arrangenents with M Ronald for your comrodities being carried
out in regular and small shipnments. | may here nention that the 30 puncheons

Mol asses per Christian have lost me £3 3/ per puncheon. | have thus £96 to wite
of f against ny profits, this | have not done. | amin hopes that you will ship ne
next year what will help to liquidate this fromthe conm ssions, and in such
expectation | leave it for the present. W are all in great good health in the
country. The old lady getting young the ol der she becones. The weather is becone
nore settled of late and the Harvest goes on satisfactorily. The present

M nistry are about done. In the registration Courts nuch has been done. 8
counties and burghs gained by we Tories, and others in the way of being won.

Besi des all which public opinion is against them and public scorn with them The
English radicals appear to think as | do. They are trying hard to "Bell the Cat"
with the Peel party. Either to pluck the apple fromthem or be so form dable as
to extort sonme concessions "in favour of the steady march of denocratic
principles". They have begun too |ate. The Scotch radicals are all alive and

ki cki ng too, but except sone danger to our sides and jaws from Laughter

convul sions | have no other fear. Geat Britain is Tory at heart! | will wite
you per Loui sa about the 20th of next nonth.

380930DSI LB to John Losh. My last letter fromyou was per proxy of our good
friend Spiers, dated 31st July. Since then however | have had frequent
intercourse with others and that has brought down your correspondence to the 10th
ulto. I fancy it is too soon to crow yet and it is not always prudent or val orous
to whistle till one is out of the wood but conparing your Colony with sone
others, | may safely say that if in sonme small nmatters things are not altogether
tony mnd we are infinitely better off than our neighbours. The new regi ne seens
to have begun well and we nust trust it will continue in the same way. | val ue
property nore than | have ever done, in Denerara and Trinidad, and the nore do |
value it fromthe consideration that the m sfortunes of others are our wealth.
The Col onies of Genada and etc. (you know all who are in danger) w Il nost

i kely becone de-popul ated. Denerara will beat you in the conpetition for Labour.
The market at hone is rallied, pro temmay be, and may be not, and altogether

am di sposed to think that matters col onial have had a new i npul se, and a new
energy, and that we shall by and bye find the fruits of both in our Breeches
pockets. Touching the sale of a portion of Garth, | have been advised by sone
friends in whose capacity and sincerity | can place entire confidence that |
shoul d not be over urgent about the sale, at the very present tine. The feeling
here is that property will for a little become depressed. That nen's fears nore
than their judgenent will guide them and many nore | aws, equally touching and

wise. Now | told you before that the matter was placed in your hands. | want a
Partner. That is ny first remark. Do you in attaining ny object, protect ne from
any sacrifice. That is the second. | have been advised to send all supplies of

food for the people as customary, retaining nerely what is properly called
clothing, for body, head or any other part of the corpus. In regard to the
clothing I nust say that | dread having the Labourers migrating to Town for their
every day necessaries, and | desiderate nuch nore the Packman who may, and who
nost probably will, be wandering about, robbing the Labourer and creating

di scontent in that Labourer's m nd when by the |legitimte exercise of his



physi cal powers he cannot satisfy the demand of the packman for what the Labourer
may choose to consider necessaries. The sane remark tho' nodified applied to sone
even of your smaller Town depots, who will establish entrepots all over the
Colonies. Let ne then know if you desire that the clothing should not be sent at
all. | amnost anxious, having a store that the people should, if they will, have
their supplies fromit. You wll | fancy draw bills for the anmount of nopney paid
t he Labourers. Now | nust beg that you will not pass any upon me till the next
crop begins to cone in. | mean to pay ny instalnment to our nutual friends on the
1st Janary. All your drafts are paid, at the |least one is, and the other will be
soon and | should find it inconvenient to have any nore paynents toyond the

stores till 1839 crop conmes. You know | am short and tho' | have good friends I
want to save them The Louisa will sail for your colony about the 15th or 20th
proxinmo. | will send you a tol erable shipment by her. Mens' mnds are not nade up

as to what state Novenber may find our Colonial Markets in. The market has
already fallen to the extent of the reduction in the drawback, and generally
speaking no further reduction is contenplated. Foreign sugar is rising, that is a
very good feature. Much will depend upon Jamai ca, G enada and el sewhere, and
certainly so far liberty has becone bitter fruits in these colonies. | fancy |
may cal cul ate upon my sugar selling next April @58/ or 60/ supposing the public
mnd to continue unsettled in the Col onies specified. The wages you have agreed
to pay are | fancy reasonable, not with 50/ prices, but tenpora nutantin. W are

all well in the country. The weather is beautiful of late and the radicals wll
have no bad harvest to aid their arguments agai nst the Corn Laws. Gray and his
little lady well. She is clever and very youthful in | ook and manner. He is |

think Iike you in appearance and | will not flatter you by saying that that is a
great claimon mne.

381004DSI to ARl | amrather busy preparing for the Louisa which sails in a
fortnight for Trinidad. W have accounts fromthat Colony to the 22nd August. At
that date the Negroes were not conducting thensel ves as orderly as they shoul d,
and Losh wites in bad spirits. There are no instances of insubordination
specified and I amin great hopes that the Planters fromthe Negro having been so
i ndustrious & contented for the first 3 weeks are nore alarnmed at any change in
hi s conduct now than they would have been had that change foll owed on the backs
of his manuni ssion. W have as | said no particulars. The slaves were many of

t hem aski ng hi gher wages. That will not do at all and nust be got over. Qhers
were noving away to the Crown |ands & evincing a disposition to ?equalt, but on
several estates again there was no change but all hands working away happily and
i ndustriously. | know nothing of Garth not having heard from Losh. No news you
know is good news. | will not be surprised to hear that some of our people are
wor ki ng badly because under the old regime they were not stretched, but if I can
get |abour, and that | ought to get, if the indisposition to wrk is confined to
a few estates & the general renmmins true & uncontam nated. On the whole | have no
great fear till we have nore of certainty. Men in time of excitenent are apt to
overcol or and overestimate the danger & | am di sposed to think such the case with
our good friends in Trinidad. In Jamaica, St Vincent, Tobago & St Lucia the
Negroes are going to the Devil. There is no doubt about the part. You may have
your theories for the future. But as a present consequence (the canes are choked
with weeds) we will have precious little Sugar fromthese Col oni es next year. And
al ready specul ation is begun. Sugar is up 2/- here today, and | fancy the Garth
Crop for 1839 will realise nmore than any Crop it has ever made. | have only 20
Hhds on hand. Had | ny Crop of |ast season, of which | am 80 Hhds short, it would
have been grand. As it is property in Trinidad is increasing, the increase for
the first 3 weeks after the first August 20 per cent. | have taken every
precaution to prevent Losh drawi ng upon ne till next Crop for free | abour hire.
Every man is paid noney now. Losh says that many of the small planters will be
ruined. They (GL & Co) have been applied to by dozens for noney to pay free

| abour but Losh says that to carry on the Estates with which they are already
connected they will need to | ean heavily on Eccles & Co. If, as | hope & trust,
they will, matters keep their balance in Trinidad 1839 ex necessitate will be a
gol den year for all of us. | have nothing to say nyself pro tem | had Sir Neil &
Lady M & Sir John & Lady Ri chardson here (Counting House) W were all exceedingly



pl easant. Let nme hear fromyou soon. | fancy you know that Rattray is vacant. |
refer you to the Laird & he will tell you sonething of Blair. Janes left ne
Monday. He is an intelligent gentlemanly fellow & worth a cartload of our
smatterers. | amdelighted with him

381015DSI to ARI. You addressed your last to Edinr & tho dated 11th | only had it
this norning. We have had no further accounts from Trinidad but | have every
reason to think that | have no cause for anxiety, & that |Island generally is now
fromthe pronpt and determ ned ordi nance pronul gated by the Governor just as
qui et as the planters would desire, & heaven knows they are |ike the Duke of
Buccl euch’s deer “no cannie”. | believe that the merchants of Trinidad are
selling on tick to the slaves, & yet the planters & they the one to get a high
price for his Sugar & the nerchant to keep ne & the |ikes of me fromthe dread of

losing all, from sending out supplies & thus taking his trade out of his hands,
find it their joint interest to send us nmake believe accounts of fears & riots
whi ch do not exist. | never contenplated any insurrection in Trinidad & hence for

me the next was to be a golden year. The other Col oni es have been & many stil

are convul sed, but we have accounts from Jamaica this norning to the 28th August
& then Sanbo was enacting the Prodigal son, & returning to Labour & virtue. By

t he bye other Colonies will represent |ike conduct, but end has been done to do
we Trini dadi ans good for 1839. | think you are wong in your ideas that it wll
take years to settle Sanbo under the new regimen. It will not take half a year to
settle many of the Planters. Those who have no noney to pay for free | abour nust
give in and many in Trinidad have done this. W have the nore | abour thus & the
nore | abour the cheaper. My Crop was hone (you nust renenber | said so) two
nont hs ago. | have inported 143 Hhds this against 218 |ast year. | hold 20 Hhds &
these I will sell of today, as the good accounts from Jamaica will puzzle the
buyers & they will wait by alittle. | see every danger either which we are beset
at honme & abroad, but stick we nust not & will not D.V. Two nonths hence | wll
have deci ded the ways and neans. Mean tinme | will do nothing with Banks. So nmake
yoursel f perfectly easy on that score. | should hear from Losh about the Garth
partnership etc a nonth hence & his letter will determne ny plans & i medi ately
thereafter you will hear fromnme. Wat Foss told me was that he had had a
conversation with his Lordship about Blair & that it was pronmised to you all
right. You can credit this or no just as you please, but I would have you depend
nmore upon your own character, clains and exertions than on the proni ses and
exertions of some of your friends who, as in the case of Mulin, give you a vox
et peteria nihil. | agree with you that you have been questionably used with
regard to Clunie. Wth Dunkeld | trust you may be nore & entirely successful
Infinitely better, as you say, that you had a distinct yea or nay. You have in
all conscience plenty promi ses, but if every Patron in the belief that his

nei ghbour is to bestow a living on you giving that in his gift away you may have
t he crooked stick in the long run. One thing is certain | fear. If you get
Dunkel d, the Trustees will consider your claimon thempaid, while Lord d enlyon
woul d not care for his conditional pronmise to Foss when you were applicant for a
living in which application you had been successful. Take care Foss does not do
you nmore harmthan good in |losing you Dunkel d. Better a present pronotion than a
prospective one & God speed you in your legitimate anbition. The Louisa sails for
Trinidad the end of this week. |I am busy shipping stores by her. There is nothing
new here in the nmercantile world. In the political we are all anxious & ?. CQur
Muni ci pal el ections are at hand. The Tories will have a decided mgjority in the
Council & once that we will gain every election afterwards. The weat her for two
days is very wet. On Saturday norning we had 1/4 inch of ice on our dubs. | am
glad to hear Elizabeth is well.

381016DSI LB to Duncan Stewart. | wote you on the 29th ulto. "since which tineg,
as those say who unable to manufacture a sentinment, are fair to wear one out at
the elbows in their utter need”. | have had none of your esteened favours to
acknow edge. Since the congratulations | sent you on the state of your socia

i ntercourse, we have heard with nore regret than surprise that the Freenen were
not on the whole conducting thenselves so well as all of you would desire. It is
pl easant to be assured that a good understandi ng exists between naster and



servant on the Providence, and that a |ike good feeling will speedily be
establ i shed t hroughout the Colony. You have had ny sentiments on the relative
positions of Master and servant in your Colony, so nuch at |ength heretofore,

that | say nothing now. But notwi thstanding a great alarmfelt here that fortunes
are not henceforth to be nade, | think they are, and nore certainly than ever.
You have nmuch nore to dread fromthe last than froma deprivation of Labour. It
is the interest of Planter and Merchant in the WI. Colonies to nake matters
appear worse than they are. The one that the Markets may feel the operation of a
panic arising froma dread of a | essened or absol ute nonproduction, and the other
froma very natural desire to have Sambo entirely at his nercy, and that if noney
were to be made and his vanity to be gratified, the noney should be pocketed and
the vanity mnistered to by the Merchant. | am no sham Abraham st, and to be
this, is to have that Turkish phil osophy which, under a blind and prejudiced
convi ction how explained or defended it matters not, seenms to rejoice when it
encounters a difficulty and nakes no preparation either to obviate or redress it.
So nmy Dear Stewart be you no Turkish Phil osopher. Do not wink at difficulties.
When | junped over the style

I met with an aged woman

And she bade nme keep up ny heart

For the best of my days were coning

The Louisa is in dock. She had not been coppered for 5 years, and really when
her bottom had to be cleaned it was no joke. She will be out of dock on the 18th
and to sea about 28th. You will have invoices and letters fromnme then. The bad
news we had from Jamaica etc of the high jinks of the "great and glorious free"
had an effect upon sugar and we are 4/ up fromthe [ owest point. For a week past
however the market has hung and yesterday we had accounts from Jamacia of a
favourabl e reaction on the feelings and di spositions of the Labourers and that
favourable news will have a bad effect. | do not say what the future may reali se,
but everything will depend upon the state of the Col onies. W have 20,000 nore
sugar in London and 2000 in Clyde nore this tinme than we had | ast year so far we
have an abundant present supply. There are two vacant churches just now in the
presbytery of Dunkeld. Dunkeld and Cunie. My brother of Foss has good hopes of
the former, and if not that of Blair Atholl the present Mnister of which is on
Stills and a puff may upset himany day. The rest of the famly in statu quo. The
youngest James a devilish clever chap and agent and secretary for heaven knows
how may Interests and Societies. The old Lady is very well and generally speaking
all our nmutual friends are living and living |ike. | hope you have kept your

heal th during the past year and that you will during the years com ng. Lanont we
have it is selling out. Cole at all events is selling off his ships. The Trinidad
he sold the other day for £2,500 to Geo. Qughterson, Janes Qughterson, M

Si monds and J. H. Robertson.

381016DSI LB to John Losh. | wote you on the 30th ulto. and I now do so again not
so nmuch to convey intelligence to, as to beg intelligence fromyou. | have been
al t oget her nost anxi ous and have had no neans of relief. Providence and Les
Efforts seemto be the only two Estates where a good understandi ng prevails

bet ween the master and Servant. Garth then cannot | fancy be included, and mnust
wal k into the category of unworkabl es. Hooper’'s Gang were al ways unsettled, and I
am prepared to hear that they have not inproved now that their self control has
been nmade absolute. "No news is good news" and when | do hear fromyou it my be
that, fromits isolated position and the attachment which the O d residenters had

for their late master, matters are better than | expect. Still that many of the
nore detached Estates will enpty part of theirs into Town appears certain. The
Loui sa had to be coppered and is now in dock. She will |eave dock on the 18th and

go to sea on or about the 28th. By her you will hear fromnme with invoices etc.
The very bad news from Jamai ca and el sewhere told upon the sugar market and it
has advanced 4/. There it hangs, or rather it has declined and yesterday's news
of a better feeling in Jamaica will aggravate the depression. | refer you to

W ser Heads than mine for the future. | find it sufficient to nmanage the present.
Qur friends E. & Co hold 1400 Hhds sugar and 2400 puns Ml asses. The |atter nmay
do well. But as for sugar the nmarket may |ike "Duncan Grants Horse be gude, but
it wants action,” and | fear 1839 is with themto realize a loss like 6 & 7-.



Dry brown 54/ and unearthly demand here. In London there is a demand but a
decline attending it. Lanont is here. He retires and so | hear does Cole. Cole
sold the Trinidad | ast week for £2400 to old Qughterson and 3 partners. She is up
for Demerara. This sale |ooks a break up. There is nothing new anong our nutual
friends. John Gray of Greenock is thriving. He backs nme quite as nuch as anot her

nanel ess John whose nodesty | spare. | amalso on the greatest good terns with
our friend Ronald, and find that in this weary world kind words are a vastly
useful coin. Brown in status quo. This year should fill his boots with hot water

and | amvery anxious that he had a rugg at "the private parts of Fortune" shoul d
he catch the old Woman asl eep at her wheel. There are no sugars sent them on
consi gnnment, a business w thout consignment is not one to ny mnd while in their
care it betrays a feeling which no nerchant can feel easy under.

381019DSI LB to ARI. On the other side |I hand you copy of a letter fromLosh. | am
very well pleased with what he says of Garth. The desultory nature of the
attention paid to their work by the | abourers will be cured by the influx of

| abourers from other Estates besides which half Gangs are quite eno' for the
present purpose of weeding and cleaning the cane fields and ?l ongr before

Christmas, | trust we will have an effective resident gang in full pay on the
Estate. You see then that | was so far right in discrediting the ipse dixit's of
Merchant and planter. | never feared the ultimte success of the Manum ssion Act.

| felt assured that individuals nust be sacrificed and nmy dread was that we m ght
be nunbered anong the things that perish. A great part of Hoopers gang is gone.
This | told you I expected. They were from exanple a noral nuisance, and the
influx will nmore than reconpense for the great part gone, nost likely the nost
worthl ess part. Losh's cause for grunbling can only arise fromthe peculiar and I
am convi nced tenporary circunstance of the Colony. One third at |least of its
effective | abour is inoperative, and hence the stinulus which one may expect that
mass of | abour to give to industry is awaiting, but | really think it premature
to dogmatise, after only 5 weeks experience upon the disposition of an animal the
nost liable to ridiculous influences and the nost untutored of God's creatures.

| ook upon the state of matters in Trinidad as a progressive one, and amquite
assured that gang after gang will return to their huts and their conforts when

t hey have experienced the disconforts of the woods and the hostility of the

I ndi ans who are very chary of their territory and of whomthere are 600 in
Trinidad. Sambo is no match for him

381024DSI LB to John Gray. You will |I amsure renenber (for it is one of the very
best of the many good traits in your character that you lave the interests and

t he happi ness of your friends deserving of the name nuch at heart. Now | do
flatter nmyself that | am Al in your heart's register, and so, enbol dened to cal
your recollection to) the topic we discussed when last we net in your dining
room Since then nmy letters from Losh have been very satisfactory and | see ny
way clear once | had this year past. You promised to help ne, and may | beg to
know whet her | may send you ny note in paynent of that to be retired here on the
2nd of next nonth, and further if you are agreeable that the anount of that to be
now granted should be £750 and the date 6 nonths. The anmount of that due on the

2nd is £420 In this way | amready till 1st January and from Losh's letters | am
di sposed to think that I shall at |east probably will, be in a situation to neet
that termfromthe West. | propose enclosing ny new note on Friday, and the noney
you may send ne on Monday. | will date the note the 29th (Monday) and wi || nost

cheerfully bear the few days difference (between the 29th and 2nd when the £420
falls to be retired) of discount for sake of the appearances which |I shall be
enabled to nake in MIler Street. Your hint on this head has not been fruitless,
and | shall henceforth appreciate very highly the distinction and conveni ence of
reputed wealth. Sone of us are dunpy about the West. Sonme of us would be dunpy
were the west our own. Ben Geig, poor man, has lost the entire strength and
substance of his Gang on the Perseverance. They all marched off ah! Nunquam
reditural Exceppin fifteen auld yins that coudna gang, and so ends "this strange
and nost eventful history for Mster Benjam n”. He has plenty noney. Wuld he
had a little nore virtue. The old chap has both feet in the grave, but his heart



in his Bank account. The sugar market will do | think. Still I would do as | have
done sell out, at stiff prices. Wen January cones, and the Muritius cargoes
expected and arrived we shall have nore noney | ost than made.

381026DSILB to Sir Neil Menzies. | nore than once intended since | had the honour
to neet you here to say what we are doing in the political world. For | attach
infinitely nore inportance to our doings than | do to the novenents of Edi nburgh,
Dundee, or Aberdeen, in as nuch as we have for five years struggled heedl ess of
expense of |abour, to annihilate the radicals, while in the Towns enunerated the
same exertions have not been made, or if they have the sane consequences have not
foll owed. This year we had on the wi nding up of our registration Balance a "Gain
on the years transactions of 427 votes". That is an awkward reduction of a 600
maj ority, our last parlianentary one. Next year with the sane exertions we w ||
Bal ance parties in the Municipal districts. Next year or ? opportunity, in

nat ural consequence cone 2 Conservative nenbers and then the harvest is won. | do
not fear a falling off in exertion in time comng. | amrather disposed to | ook
for increased exertion. Like Foxhounds we will know that we have gane in sight
and the death near, run honme with increasing speed and strength. So much for our
parlianmentary prospects. My object however in troubling you with this letter was
not to speak of these so nuch, but of our Minicipal Elections. These we have on
the 6th of next nonth. There is a division of dasgow, on the south side of dyde
call ed Gorbals which this week selected six Magistrates or Bailies. | was very
much surprised to find two thorough going Conservatives at the top of the poll
Thi s phenonenon was expl ained by the fact that the Radicals supported the Tory
Counci |l I or candi dates, and then our friends rejecting altogether the Wlig, or as
they are here ternmed, the "clique" party. The CGorbals El ection past, next cones
the G asgow. W here find a neeting of the "Universal Suffrage Association" in
the justiciary Hall two Evenings ago. at which the Wigs were thrown overboard,
and the follow ng singular and unexpected declarati on made. "That a Wellington &
Peel Mnistry would save the country MIlions a year." The voters present at this
meeting were not nunerous, but the men franchised were very nunerous, and the
Leaders of the Universal Suffrage Mongers are in the nmeantinme put up to oppose
the Whig Councillor Candidates in the Minicipal Wards and if they (the radicals)
shoul d |l eave the field it would only be to support and vote for the Tory
Counci | | or Candi dates, whose honesty of intention and public virtues are now the
subj ects of their especial comendation. | may indeed be told that the nunbers
who had abandoned the Cique are not many, very possibly not, but then they are
the Leaders. In every village there is a denmagogue calling hinmself the People,
one or two clever nmen lead the mass. They find no difficulty in inoculating that
mass with their opinions and now that our |eaders begin to entertain rational
views we shall feel the influence of the change on our next parlianentary

El ection. The only declaration with which | could and cannot synpathise is that
where the radicals say that they will no | onger nake fools of thenselves. This
they do not unfortunately need to attenpt. They cannot unmake thensel ves. Let

t hem begin to grow wi se nen and they will have enploynent worthy of their talents
and perseverance. You may recollect ny stating that I would not have you attach
the least Political inportance to our sunmer denonstration which |ike a sumrer
rose is withered and forgotten but | did not expect that the aiders and abbettors
t hereof should within a few nonths have fallen so madly in love with Wellington
and Peel. So it is and so it was in the Earlier tinmes. The Jupiter and Mercuries
of the one day were the kicked and cuffed of the next. | nust not forget to state
that we ook for a mgjority of 3 on our nunicipal Election. That will make our
majority in the Council four. To recapitul ate our prospects, we have a majority
in Municipal Council. Fromour own exertions and the newy awakened convictions
of our friends the Universal Suffragists we have a very good hope of a
parliamentary majority at the first election. One point is gained in the division
in the Eneny's canp. The nore honest now see what we have for five years been
drumming into their ears, that the Wigs have been using them precisely as the
Monkey did the Cat's paw, to take the roasted chestnuts from between the ribs.

381101 to JI. My dearest Mother, | very often thought of witing you but | waited
till I knew you were so well yourself to read ny letter. May | hope that your



periodical illness is past & that your head may continue well for a year to cone.
The season al together has been & still is nost extraordinary. Wthin a week we
have been visited by an epidem c which tho very sinple in its earlier stages
settles into a confirned rheumatic influenza, & then follows by excessive
debility and a dreadful cough. Several have sunk under it & ny nuch esteened
friend Burnley is just conval escent after a siccar week of grunts and groans.
Charlotte Eccles, M Wn Eccles’ second daughter, is in a very bad way. A cough

t hat shakes the house and a hectic flush and brilliant eye enough to inspire a
man with admration did he not know what was behind. They are very uneasy about
her. The weather is wet, cold & windy & no hope of frost even on this the 1st

Nov. | amperfectly well. This | attribute to great care and great exercise. | am
about as regular as any piece of nechanismyou could nane. Up at 7 & engaged all
day | ong, just now, about nmy own and ot her peoples’ business. You see then that
with a mind actively and usefully exercised & a Body carefully tended, it would
be ‘verra redeeklous’ to conplain that any ailnment would find ne predi sposed.
Lanont is sick, but | cured himyesterday in spite of hinself, with a steak, sone
brandy toddy and a tune on the Bass. The Louisa is |oaded & after that the w nd
is keeping the ship at the quay. Qur exports are | ess nunerous than they are wont
to be. W know not exactly what our Black Brethren on the other side may adopt
till we hear what Clothing their Bean Brum wel| delighteth to assune & then we
will attenpt mnistering to their vanity. In the nmeantine we send out no
clothing. In so far as | amaffected I have every reason to congratul ate mysel f
on the state of matters on the Garth. The accounts fromthe col onys in genera

are absurdly conflicting. Sone loss will follow the act of 1st August but it wll
be individual and not national. At hone we are worse off than they are abroad.
The Col oni al markets are dead. The bl ow being given by Rice the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. | was as usual fortunate eno to have sold out & off before the Market
fell, got laughed at then, but now the laugh, as | told a friend, don’'t conme so
free, he being expectant of higher prices. Such things happen. The Eccles for the
3d year in succession |ose enornmously. | for the second year by cal cul ati ng what

I needed & selling when I had reached nmy ultimtum have in so far as | was
concerned & it depended upon ne, have made both ends neet & saved the estate £500
in the two years. | do not claimany extraordinary nmerit for this, but I am
reputed a very lucky seller. Cenentina has been very long in witing me. | am
sure if she knew the great happiness | have in hearing fromher she would wite
of tener than she does. Separated, except at intervals, for what nmay be our lives,

the little intercourses | have with you all is by letter & that bringing nme as it
does tidings of all at hone & all that is done there, is always nore wel cone that
you who are not a detached nmenber can realise. | hope WIllie continues to get
stronger. Janes too | hope nends or as the saying gets rather better. | had very
great pride in Bruce when here, He is a fine spirited intelligent fellow & w |l
make a useful & very creditable public man. | judge of these matters thus from

the force of contrast. W are all very lively on nunicipal elections. By sone
care & tact | have managed on two occasions to nake good speeches & have in
consequence been pressed nore into service than | have tine for. You will hear
fromnme again on the 15th. Meantine with love to all at C uny.

381107DSILB to Sir Neil Menzies. | had very great pleasure in the receipt of your
letter ofthe 31st ulto. Above | hand you a note of the former an present
accounts. | have sent a tierce sugar. May | hope Lady Menzies will approve this.
My reasons were that the tierce tho a large supply is clean strong, yellow

col oured sugar and very cheap @6d per pound, while fromthe great uncertainty
concerning the West, the market bids fair to use and | w shed to protect Lady
Menzies from payi ng extravagently in future for what can be purchased so very

favourably at the present nonent. Since | amupon G oceries at any rate, | may
state that | purchased a chest tea for my Mdther a few days ago. Very fine
fl avoured strong congou @4/6 per pound. | have seen Perth tea @6/6 greatly

inferior. W wi ped away a good surface of what you so felicitiously terned the
shine of radicalismat our yesterday El ections. The contamination is too deep to
yield to one years druggi ng but the slower the cure the safer the recovery and
the less the fear of a relapse. We have only a magjority of two in the Council. |
predicted 4. W gained two nen yesterday, but we | ost one. The Provost-that-



woul d- be-i f - he-coul d-be was nost signally defeated (Flem ng) in one ward, and
fromwhat foll ows one woul d suppose office has nore sweets than thorns - defeated
in the 4th Ward, the Liberal party, determined to give we of the 5th (Minicipal)
who were wal ki ng the course sone trouble, and so about half past one they
actual ly started woul d- be-provost Flemng in opposition to the two Tory

candi dates. The Booth was inundated. | was sent for and ran down to join the
Commitee. What is to done. We had reckoned everything safe, and here was a deep
| ai d and preorgani sed schene to catch us sleeping. Tine was all we wanted, and so
our oponents |earned we could schene as well as they. Between 1 past one, and 4
when the Poll closed Flem ng polled 119 votes, and every man of that nunber was
sworn. So when we conpared notes it was 119 for the Liberals to 384 for the
conservatives, | never saw nmen so angry. | wish | saw them nore honest. | nust
not overl ook what would be a diverting, were it not a nelancholy, exhibition of
depraved principle. | stated that the Leaders of the Universal Suffrage

Associ ation were to stand. One of the gentlenen got one vote, the next no vote,
and the third from having gone over to the Liberals is nowin the Council. The
Non El ectors are this rate will soon be conservatives. The Leaders of the

Uni versal Suffrage party will son be tired herding anong sw ne and eating husks
and they seeing how absolutely depraved are the nmen who profess like principles
wi th thensel ves, but who when tested betray them wll practically exhibit their
preference for the Conservatives. | hope the non electors will visit the sins of
Radi cal upon them

381119DSI to ARl | have had no direct news from Trinidad since | last wote to
you. | have heard of Losh & that Colony through Sandy Gay of GL & Co who is
here for the winter & spring down to the 21st Sept; a late date. At that tine

thi ngs were progressing very satisfactorily, the slaves never appearing to have
abandoned the Estates permanently, but to have taken a pro tenpore stravague to
satisfy thensel ves that they were absolutely & entirely free. Here we have
matters gravitating towards their old Centre & tho many planters are sore beset &
many of the small proprietors ruined by the change of the 1st August, the
Abolition Act will be beneficial to us after the first year of its term and not
during the first year fromthe probable increased expense of Production. Having

no news fromLosh | fancy they are doi ng handsonely on Garth. | have paid al
Colonial claims for the |ast year. We have no debt against us there. The current
expenses wi Il not be drawn for till April or may nor fall to be paid here til

July or August 1839 when half my Crop is to hand. So nuch for Trinidad. Then as
regards our debt to Eccles & Co that nounted when | cane here on 23rd March 1837
to £6517.14.8. Now to £3617.14.8. After Instalnment due January 1839 - £900 - to
£2727.14.8. | have paid off £4900 already & when ny January instalnment is paid
wi Il have cleared £5,800 within two years. | now come to the question - How are
we to get the £900 to be paid 1st January? You will anticipate ny object in the
statenent of facts | have adduced to be this, that heretofore our best
anti ci pati ons have been realised & |1 want to bespeak your confidence for the
future. | told you that | was 76 Hhdw Sugar short of ny last year’s Crop ie £1200
sterling at |least, thence the necessity of ny |ooking el sewhere for ny

I nstal ment. From circunstances which | could not have anticipated, | would not
ask noney at the Bank. Neither will | ask Eccles to postpone their instal nent.
They have £25,000 worth of produce on hand, and have this year without
anticipating anything of the sort at the beginning of the year, to supply their
constituents and attorneys with noney to pay the labourers in Trinidad & Denerara
Cash for their Iabour. They have not a sixpence to spare. That is one reason but
not the strongest. My friend John Gay of G eenock whom alone | consulted & to
whom al one | revealed ny position urged me to do anything rather as place nyself
in the power of a party who by a word could destroy ny credit & force nme into the
Gazette. His words are “Have the appearance of noney. My head is sel dom above

wat er, but | never seemto want it. You must pay the Eccles’ and a fortnight
before your Instal nent becones due, wite Ronald saying that you want to spend
Xmas with your famly & beg himto send down the usual receipt.” Wiat | nmean to
do is follow this advice. The Garth is worth £15,000. The only debt against it
demandi ng i nmedi ate paynent is £3617.14.8. | amsatisfied | shall have 200 Hhds
Sugar in 1839, and newspapers will satisfy you that I amentitled to | ook for



good prices in 1839. W shall have no nore |egislation at honme or abroad. The
political Economi sts & the Ante Slavery party have severally realised their
dogmas. The drawback is reduced and the slaves free. Gay will privately give ne
£1000 & what | want you to say is this. WIIl you join ne in a Bill for that
amount, at 4 or 6 nonths? | propose this arrangenment because you fornerly raised
£420 for ny accommpdation & Gray is entitled to all the security | can offer.
This is why | ask your nane. Wthin so little of being clear I will not hesitate.
It is for you to say if you will stand by ne. In any case you & Gray are the only
parties who know how | amsituated. You wll| see at once the propriety of keeping
all this strictly private & beg you will not appear to interfere in any way
except in the accommodati on specified. But of this you nust assure yourself that

I will not ask the Eccles’s to postpone their claimé& that if you decline
facilitating nmy negotiation for paying themin January | believe Gray has so good
an opinion of ne that he will give nme the noney on ny personal security. | have
all along witten you will see wthout reference to the contenplated sale. | may
have £1000 or £1500 remtted nme before the Bill becones due. At all events part
of Garth will have been sold, a part of the purchase noney paid down & the
purchaser a man of means. Yours of the 16th to hand. | had a letter also from
Clunie. Wllie is comng here. Defer replying to ne till his return. | shal
explain to & | amsure satisfy him& he will communicate with you. Love to ny
dear Elizabeth.

381124DSI LB to John Losh. | amnot going to plead any apol ogy for bothering you
with a private conmunication. | amnot sure that | have been explicit enough in
two or three remarks in ny House (hem) letter, and ye ken its a far cry to
Lochawe. In regard to the 20 puns. Ml asses, these you will ship in any vessel of
? You may first have | oading. They need not be marked but and then we
shall have remarks. You are aware that the destination of the Garth Ml asses is
free; last year | exceeded ny £105 p. port of freight and covered the excess by
the Mol asses inported. This year from many causes | will perhaps be within the
£105, at |east not nuch over it, and that little will be nore than reconpensed by
60 puncheons Mol asses. Then again | was a little difficulted by the limted
nature of ny early inports |last year. 60 by the two first ships should be the
mar k, and 80 hhds if not a 100 before or by July. Then you can send the rest when
you please. In regard to the Ml asses, you nust use them for the conveni ence of
our nutual friends ships (except the 20 puns) and may reserve themfor the later
vessel s when you have nore difficulty in providing | oads. The Eccles' inports
this year from your colony have been large. | fancy fully 3600 Hhds. | hope |
shal | be guaranteed 200 for next year. We are doing well here. The narket
will do | hope and "the beginning of the end" is cone. Sugar now is 8/ |ower
than at this tinme |ast year, and trade and refined sugars are conparatively high
Everything points to 1839 as to a year of rejoicing for we colonists and after
that year I will be able to fly a little further, wthin 21 nonths | have paid
£4900 to the Eccles alone and on the first January next will have paid £5800 of
the debt of the Garth, and that within two years, when | have two years free
income to work from | will | trust conme out, in 1841 as a nerchant worthy of
bei ng wooed, after the 1 January 1839 ny nortgaged debt is £2700 or thereabouts.
One good crop will do for that, and you and I will arrange and cl ose John's wil|
in the year following so that tho' | cannot whistle as being altogether out of
the wood, yet | think | may be arranging the tune. Brown's gude wife is about
breaking up. He is in great glee and nuch like a man to whom a son is about to be
born. The Lady does not cone abroad. | see ny much esteenmed Gray when in town. W
have sundry sober and edifying cracks, and altogether there is a quiet
intelligence and gentlemanly courtesy about himwhich ne renders hima delightfu
conpani on. And he does not | ose by conparision. "That's a fact" as Sam Sl i ck
says. Burnley has been an invalid for 14 days. He is again strong and goi ng
about. All others in statu quo. M brother Dr Wllie is here and sends ki ndest
regards. He left the old Lady and the famly well. The former grows young as she
waxeth ol d. a strange contradiction certainly but in bodily vigour she is
strong, and her mind active and grasping as ever. His reverence is threatened
with pronmotion and that right early. He is a rising man, and knows a thing or



two, not to be found in the old or New Testament. The Political world is
threatening. Durhamis com ng honme like Halley's conmet. Lord Mel bourne is ever
with the Queen. She is a stupid Lassie. Palnmerston is buried in cravat, and the
colonial secretary is an incarnation of sleep. If they understand all that is
going on in the East and West, and all that wll be about in Canada presently
they will be called the Phenonena.

381130DSI LB to WIlliam Angus. | will not be able to attend the neeting of the
Commi ttee of managenent this evening. WIIl you state for nme the foll ow ng
particulars which | urge upon the gentlenmen present:

1st. That the Gentl enen del egated or deputed to draw up the Menorial about John
Reoch should do so, and that imrediately. He now lives upon us, and is paid 3d. a
night for his bed out of the house. This is altogether out of rule, and wll
damage us in public estimation should it becone known. 2nd That the Committee (of
whom M Wbodrow i s one) who were appointed something nore than two nonths ago to
di spose of the workers should give in their report, and if not convenient for
themto do so within a week, that a conmttee be re-appointed consisting of new
menbers, one of whom | have no objections to be. 3rd. That a supply of strong
mats be i medi ately ordered. That supply in the neantine not to exceed 30 Mats.

I may also nention that it will not be convenient for ne to undertake the charge
of any of the collection |lists and | beg that | may not be associated wth ny
Gentl eman to superintend or conduct the collection of subscriptions for the
Asylum | would al so recomrend that the Superintendent be called before the
commttee and directed to make hinself master of the rules and regul ations of the
Pari shes, Poors House, and Hospitals etc. of the city, beconme acquainted with the
Treasurers and managers of these institutions, and shortly attend as well to the
external Econony, as to the internal managenent of the Asylum This you know was
al ong contenpl ated, and besides the great relief which the Directors would have
fromthe Superintendent fulfilling this part of his allotted duty, we should I
think from having one man's attention confined to these matters, be relieved of a
great deal of that burden which M Lunsden and others say is nmaking our asyluma
Hospi tal .

381203DSI LB John Gray. | wote ny el dest brother about 10 days ago, with a view
to ny arrangenents for the instal nent of £1000 payable to Eccles and Co, on the 1
January next. | proposed to himthat he should join nme in a bill for that anount,
and that | was satisfied you would be no bar to our negotiating the sanme. He has
urged no objection to nmy proposal, but he is a little nervous about the present
state of the West, and he, methinks, considers ny assurances and argunents as

overcol oured. Tho' as | said he has urged no insurnountable objection, still he
woul d prefer what he calls a loan, or as | would say a cash account and tho' | am
wel | assured that | shall have abundant means at ny disposal to retire the £1000
when at M dsumrer it becones due, still as my brother is nmy Pater Achises, he is

certainly entitled to have his own way, in sofar as that is practicable. He is
now convi nced of the propriety of going on. The only question with himis that I

may not have the nmeans of retiring the bill in 1839. He should desire the term of
payment indefinitely postponed. As | flatter nyself | shall negotiate anything I
may have to do towards 1 January through you. | beg to know what you say to the

i dea of a cash account? For my own part | would not desire it and for reasons
which will instantly rise to you, believing inter alia that sugar in 1839 wl|

rul e enornously high, and having so far as | aminformed no reason to doubt that
my next inmports will be 200 Hhds and 80 puns from Garth al one. You will make
salt for your Brochan with your Mauritius inports.

381203DSI to ARl | have to acknow edge your letter of the 29th Uto to hand this
nmorning. let nme correct you in supposing that the noney proposed to be raised is
so raised thro a Bank. John Gray who is to pay it and to whomthe Bill is to be
granted or it may be to Neill & Gray. | propose to pay the Bill when due out of
the Garth Estate Crop. That Crop | calculate will during 1839 average 63/- per

cw & will yield me from Garth al one £5000 includi ng Ml asses. Besides which | am
promised inports from Stewart etc. The Eccles’ will be paid D.V. their last claim
on the 1st July 1840 - 18 nonths hence - |eaving £1600 due ny nother & John’'s



| egaci es agai nst the Estate. In stating what had been done in the way of reducing
debt | did not wish you to understand that the Estate out of its own resources
had reduced it from £8000 odd to £3000 odd. My object was to shew you how little
remai ned to be done. The systemof renewing Bills | know is expensive & | would
wish to avoid it, but I feel nowthat the tide in my affairs is cone & | would do

anything to conceal ny affairs & clear my way. | will in ny purse be the
sufferer. Since you have preferred your plan of a loan | have witten G ay
intimting such as you desire. Wien his answer reaches me | will wite you nore

fully. In the nean tine | amsure | need not say that | should not ask you to
becone a party to any negotiation in which | dreaded the | east danger to you. You
know how nmuch nerve is needed in a nerchant. He must take all necessary
precautions, & lay his plans & cal culations according to know edge; but if he
waits till he see the issue he nust stand still & | eave others to reap his
fortune. | have paid Gay the £500. The Col oni al supplies of 1837 formed part of
ny debt as noted £8517.14.8. | know not what to say at what occupies the | ast
page of your letter. | my however say that nothing has so unsettled one as your
intimati on of a thought of going abroad. That you were not successful in your
application for Dunkeld or Clunie is a loss to a man anxious to arise in his

prof ession, but certain of your friends |ooking to Blair were perhaps not very
urgent on your behalf, nor very caring for your success in either application.
Blair is to come & you still have a chance there. The interest of your friends
will be concentrated upon you for it & if Robertson becones Lord denlyon’s Edin
Agent, you could not desire a nore anxious friend than him Then there's Dull.
That you are sure of when the present incunbent dies. He has one foot in the
grave, & totters on its brink & he can’t last |long. That your present living is
surely disproportionate to your position in the Church your friends admt &

adm tting lanment, but wait a little. You have just now enough to gratify your
anbition if you have failed in getting prefernent, your standi ng anong your
Brethren in the Church Courts is evidence enough to you how soon you may becone a
| eader, and nuch as | am attached to you, & desiring nore than anything in life
your advancenment, | wll oppose your plan with all the energy & ability &
affectionate solicitude | can. Way |eave us to go where none but young men of no
famly, fortune or patronage seek what they can’'t find at home. What will you
make of Elizabeth? Do you do her justice in taking her out & by |eaving her at
home, you |l eave us, & to go out a solitary wanderer, to beg in the world, where
Popery is now getting into the ascendant & where you will find little to
reconpense you for what you | eave behind. Let me hope that you have ? of going to
Australia, fromyour want of success at Clunie & Dunkeld & that you will cone to

think differently soon. | will wite you again on Thursday first. Don't |et
Captain Sandy influence you. | wll say nothing to Principal Mfarlane till

hear nore from you

381206DSI to ARI. | had a call fromJohn Gray a few nminutes ago. | happened to be
in the Sugar sanple room & mssed him He returns again in half an hour and |

will tell you what we decide upon in regard to the £1000 in question. | wote
Princi pal MFarlane a note 3 days ago to which | have as yet had no answer,
putting the question noted by you, nearly in your own words. | did this because

in the course of conversing with himhe m ght have put sone question to ne as to
the I ndividual which I should have found it not convenient to answer and there
was no fear of nmy committing nyself or you in the way adopted. All necessary
information as to the Enolunents to you could have & nust have gotten fromthe
Governnment Agent & | shall give you tineous notice as to the opening desired by
you. | have thought a great deal over your idea & one thing is perfectly plain &
that is that if you have nmentioned it to any person but to me, you have done
yourself an injury. Your friends, if they ever learn, that you entertained an

i dea of migrating, will consider that a sufficient apology for | ukewarmess in
your cause, & that their influence and intentions have been under-rated, besides
which | do not think there is one of them who woul d advise you to take the step
you seemto neditate. | think the period has arrived when nen |ike you are nost
needed at home. The present extraordinary position of the Church, the necessity
of the popular party being net with vigour & talent & ability by the Mderates,
the al nost certain pronotion that waits you in a very short time now, all these



and many nore considerations indicate that your |eaving Scotland just now for any
tenporary, or secular consideration, |look like a betrayal of that Church in which
you are an officer & which may soon need you & such as you to stand between her
and her pretended friends. Recollect too how short the tinme is since you have
becone urgent for pronotion. | renmenber the tinme when Foss seened to bound al

your wishes - and if you nmust not & should not cant & profess to friends nerely
ad captandrum ways. You should “make a fuss about yourself”, or nobody else wll
& | am sure no man ever nmakes a fuss wth nore credit to hinmself or usefulness to
the Church than you - | will hope to hear fromyou, not what inpression anything
I wite has, but what the issue of your own reflection is, when you have
considered all the outs and ins & have heard from nme what the Principal says. If
Dr Charlie McDiarmid acted wisely he would go out to Australia & if they nust
beconme man and wife take ny sister with him That would be nmy plan & | shoul d not
be surprised to hear that he adopts it. Captain Sandy is going | fancy. He needed
little to confirmhimin his intention & that little he nust have found in
Doyter’s representati ons. Gray has been here. What we have decided upon is this.
That you and | nust grant a Bill for £1000, dated 1 Jany 1839 and payable 3 July
1839 (6 nos) which Bill | have becone bound then to pay & have guaranteed G ay
agai nst a renewal. | have taken so many precautions abroad & am so confident at
home that | have cheerfully given Gay the guarantee requested & so by and bye
shall send you a Bill for your signature. The plan of a [ oan on a cash account
cannot be gone into, and if it could it only increases your responsibility. Love
to Elizabeth & best regards to Mss Hall, the captain etc

381218DSI to ARl | had yours of the 15th yesterday. As | have nuch to say | wll

say not hing of what fornmed the chief topic of your letter till | have a nore
conveni ent season. | amso uncertain of the posts & have ny letters fromthe
north so irregularly that | have determned to enclose this to Wllie who will
forward it to you by a special nessenger. | have a letter from Losh dated 28th

Oct. He wites me at sone |length. The Power of Attorney reached him It was found
sufficient for the purposes contenplated. It woul d appear that the present
manager M WIliam Taylor, a native of Aberdeen & of whom Eccles thinks well, is
to becone interested in the property of Garth to the extent of one fourth. He
enters upon his purchase on the 1st January next, and the value of his share is
to be determ ned by appraisers to be chosen & who were to give their decision in
“Decenber” - this nmonth. M Taylor is to pay one fourth of the expenses for this
year in maintaining the cultivation. He is to grant a nortgage on the part to be
sol d binding the shipnment of the Crops to ny address. Losh says nothing of any
sumto be paid down & | do not know that the terns of his letter lead nme to think
that any sumis to be paid down. We shall hear nore of this anon. It was a point
on which | did not insist as a man of good character & ability was ny aim & he

m ght not have had noney at his disposal. M Taylor will need an indemity, or

di scharge, fromthe nortgage held by Eccles & Co over the Garth Estate. This

di scharge may be granted in two ways. Either by Eccles & Co granting a di scharge
in Taylor’s favour of the right which they hold over the part to be purchased by
himin virtue of the nortgage held by them over the whole of the Garth Estate &
whi ch di scharge they can only be asked to grant on our paying thema fourth part
of the debt due themfrom 1st January to which they woul d nost probably object to
receive & which it mght, & nost probably would be inconvenient for ne to pay, or
that nmy nother should find sufficient security to protect Taylor fromany | oss or
troubl e on account of the Mortgage held by the parties specified. The |atter way
will be the best & | have asked Losh to say plainly what the nature of the

Indemmity to be granted is to be. Here then I have all | know of the doings in
regard to the sale & in so far as we know they are satisfactory. The Labourers
are behaving well. The Crop promising to be very good and the weather excellent.

The MIls were to be about on or about the 15th of this nonth & Sugar maki ng
fairly begun. Taylor will have every assistance | can afford him You see that
the share is shaped to your idea. If we find Taylor deserving of nore he wll
have it by and bye but | rather think WI. property is to becone valuable & that
we wll be |loath to part wwth any nore. The Bill is enclosed. | have no fear of
the term when paynent needs to be made. | have made sure as far as | can & G ay
is perfectly willing to bide by his chance. You nust return nme the Bill by



Friday' s post, so that | may have it beside ne in great good tine. After this
year we will go on swinmmingly & in the nean tine | have the confidence of ny
seniors & have done well | think in conciliating Ronald who has | verily believe
a very sincere friendship for me. The Sugar Market here is & in status quo til
after New year day when it will open with life. | nmet yesterday a Chap who
breakfasted in London on Saturday norning at eight, and dined in G eenock next
day at a half past five. Lord Durham demanded and was refused an audi ence. The
Countess in consequence resigned her office as Lady in Waiting. The Court is shut

agai nst Durham Lord Hill wote a note to Durhamrequesting a visit at the Horse
Guards & Durham sent a verbal nessage back by Lord HiIl’s nessenger saying
“al ways at hone after 12”. | have just had the Garth Estate Account made up with

Interest to ?Sept |ast, Balance due the Eccles on that day £3868.16.9. This al
right. The Mnistry are going to pieces. W shall see. The ? ? ripe for the
Tories ?. Sir Janes & ahami s address today has 1360 names to it. It will be
presented on Saturday | fancy. The centenary concern they say is to be very fine.
The Public bodies all walk in procession and dine in the evening. Buchanan of the
Tron goes to Edi nburgh, so says the on dit of the day. The weat her has been very
wet and cold. Today it is clear & inclined to frost. Mirphy says that Tuesday
next is to be wld and storny. | have not had as nuch to do for 6 nonths as |
have at this nonent

381222DSI to John Gray. | refer you to our nutual friend M Roxburgh touching the
conversation we had on the negotiations of the enclosed. |In consequence of that
conversation | hand you the bill, dated 28th and drawn at 6 nonths. The object of
this being that (as was fully explained) | desire to be largely in funds fromthe
West, and to protect nyself fromthe necessary renewal. | amgoing to eat ny
goose at Halfton, and will be away till Thursday norning and as business shoul d
precede pleasure and the latter can only be called such when the mnd is easy, |
know at this early day place the bill in your hands, wth a request that you wl|
negoti ate the same, and hand nme proceeds on Saturday the 29th. or Mnday the
31st. - the latter day at the very latest. | have heard at great length from
Losh. My | abourers are hehaving very creditably, and sugar maki ng woul d be begun
this nmonth. One fourth part of the Garth Estate is to be purchased by ny present
Manager, one naned Taylor, a native of Aberdeen, married, and of great good
health, creditable ability and strict honesty. He nortgages his share to ny

not her, and enters on the 1 January 1839. He also pays for this year one fourth

of the expesnse of cultivation. A serious release to ne | assure you. | think
have done every thing with discretion for 1839 and already see the tide naking.
There was not hing done in our sugar sanple roomfromthe 7th inst. till yesterday

when a little fine sugar was sold. There is nost assuredly no decline here.
facny you are aware that the Cal ypos's Ml asses have been sold @ 30/6.

381227DSI LB to John Gray. | find no letter fromyou on ny return to town this
afternoon and to prevent all accident and to nake "assurance doubly sure" | beg
to say that on the 22nd | encl osed you ny brother and my owmn P.N. for £1000
requesting that the needful should be forth com ng on Saturday or Monday next at
latest. If on the latter day | should amazingly desire it before 12, as that
woul d materially facilitate sundry plans of attach on a poultry yard of a friend
in the country on the new year day; and as there are sundry young | adies and the
privileges of the first norning are many and sweet | want to see how far Kkissing
goes by favour. |In haste.

381231DSILB to John Gray. | have to acknow edge your letter of the 29th inst.
prefixed by an order on the Western Bank of this city for £979. 14.6 being
proceeds of bill enclosed to your address in ny letter of 22nd - £1000. W shing
you and yours very many happy returns of the season | ever am believe ne etc,

390123 DSILB to Duncan Stewart. Mre fromcustomthan from any hope that | can
wite you an interesting letter I now sit down to wite you. | flatter nyself you
like to hear fromnme and | assure | like very much to address you. | have sent
you nothing, | should say I mean to send you nothing by the Heyworth. The WIIliam



will sail for your colony on or about the 13th of next nonth. She will| bear the

| ast shipnment of the stores and some of the . | have nerely touched upon the
state of the country in ny House (hem) Letter. The manufacturing classes are
novi ng heaven and Earth in all the principal manufacturing towns for the total
repeal of the Corn Laws. No nodification will suit them They nust have a total
repeal. In so far as you and | are concerned the consequence of their success in
this insolent and nost inconsiderate demand woul d be just this. Admt the
propriety of abolishing. Admt the propriety of abolishing restrictive duties and
in cones foreign sugar. Sugar is now a necessary of |life, and as sure as they are
successful in the Corn will they also assail the sugar prohibitory duties. In
fact the parties here are working against both. You say the Mnisters will never
turn round, and sacrifice so inmportant a branch of our National Wealth at the
beck of nmen who in all other things are the open and indefatigable enem es of our
Est abl i shments. But if they can be maintained in power and pay they will stoop to
any sacrifice. My only hope is that the Conservative Mnority and the House of
Lords will strangle the shanel ess attenpt, nore especially as nmy Lord G enelg as
M Charles Grant canme in and carried this in 1828 the Bill which now regul at es
the Corn Laws. The sugar market is doing well. There are 68 ships home from
Denerara in Ballast. That speaks sadly for that Colony. If you can make your
customary crop that which at one tine | feared was to have been fairly
"bitched" will grow into a spoon "rayther" wide for your nouth. i.e. that you
will make a fortune. Sugars will and nust be very high. It still needs at the
present tinme 4/ to put it equal to 1838, and the winter prom ses to be open so
that the communication will be free, and the consunption al so, and in consequence
receive no check. Jamamica will not do. The policy adopted by the House of
Assenbly is bad. That House may be, and | believe it is, quite right in their
struggle for privilege, but there is some discretion even in the assertion of
privilege, and |I should think very little of the man who woul d stand stargazing
while | picked his pocket. They are all well in the country. |f you except ny
youngest brother Janes about whom there appears to be hangi ng some constitutiona
mal ady. His brother the Dr has adopted a new node of treatment from which
apprehend a good result. My Mother is strong and lively. She is a pluckie old

Cal ach, and will | hope live to see ne married and the customary et ceteras about
me. | hear very often and very regularly fromour friend Sir Neil Menzies. The

Hi ghl and Soci ety (The Highland and Agricultural) of Scotland have nmade himtheir
Honorary Secretary. He is very proud of the honour and very industrious in the
cause of the Society. The weat her has been storny beyond all exanple. Houses and
chi meys, trees & stacks and all whirling about as if they had becone ani mat ed
and were conpeting for the best dances of the reel of Tulloch. The bestial in the
country have had good tinmes fromthe want of snow, and generally speaking we have
not had nuch frost and what we have had has not been very severe. | have been
expecting to hear fromyou and still do by sone of the Packets. \Wenever you
write, and that cannot be too often your Letter will be nost wel come.

390305DSI LB John Gray. | had yesterday by the hands of your Pater four hundred
and fifty pounds and have now to enclose ny [note] for that amount. | do not
contenpl ate any nore renewals and did not trouble ny Brother for his name to the
encl osed considering that your security is sufficient without it. | nust remark
that you fell into the sane mstake as | did in calculating the date when due of
the Bill per £750. There are only 28 days in February, thence the Bill being
dated 29th October due 2nd/3rd Inst. This alteration was nade by the bank here,
but no intimation of the alteration comrunicated to ne, and it was only on
retiring it yesterday that | becane aware that 3rd was substitued for your 4th.
These little irregularities are annoying to nme and | nust guard against themin
future as nuch as | can. W have accounts in town from Trinidad to 23rd January.
The people were working very well but demandi ng hi gh wages.

390319DSI. Janet Irvine, heir to John Stewart sells one quarter of Garth,
Trinidad to WIliam Tayl or, resident manager, for £1100 subject to Eccles 1829
nort gage of £3017-4s for which he will be responsible for one quarter of
interest. Paynent from crops.



390401DSI LB to M Alex. King. | thank you for you intimation that | may have the
cottage. The rent being thirty pounds for the six nonths. The only matter about
which | feel any doubt is the "articles of bedding to" which are not to be |eft
as possessed by Captain MDonald. | have not seen the Captain to ascertain what
these are nor do | wish it. Perhaps you would | eave the cottage as he left it
till I see it on Saturday first and as you may not need the bedding during the
summer nonths we will agree | amquite sure very easily about that and the other
articles. You will see that | trust entirely to your courtesy and liberality and
| assure you, you will find me very reasonable and accommodating. Do | trouble
you too nmuch in begging that you would | ook after a man for the

? If 1 do, I will call upon you at half past ten on Saturday at the office when
we can see about this. | amvery well pleased |I am beconme your tenant and beg you
to believe ne etc. etc.

390413DSI LB to John Losh. | had your letter as expected before that dated "from
nysel f sol 0" reached ne. The the latter was witten on the 16th February as a
mutual friend rendereth the vernacular | had fully expected some papers or sone
inkling into the valuation effected, or other negotiations for or with Tayl or,
but as no news is good news. | apprehend | shall have all necessary infornmation
by the Jno. Scott. So for the present that matter may rest. M Reid and | will |
fancy settle the bill for £263, and as you very properly observe, you need not
hel p the gentleman out of the wood, nore particularly as you m ght bring ny
Dundee correspondent upon your tops. | amnot quite relieved and nuch pl eased to
find that I know of all the clainms against me in so far as they have been
rendered or are known to you. \Wen those sent in are technically and properly
established, | will be no bar to these settlenents. W nust | see abandon ny
scheme for helping the | abourers to clothes and food. There seens to be indeed
and expansi on of their |ong suppressed appetite for luxury, and in so far as that
expansion | eads to exertion for the gratification of that appetite, and for a
reasonabl e and equitable consideration it is all very well. Taylor will do
famously | think on Garth. You say he is making rum and highly approve of his so
doi ng. You and he nust always judge better than | can of what is best to be done
pro bono publico at the sane time as | have prom sed Mol asses to our nutual
friends for the past years freights you will see that all the Ml asses not nade
into rum be sent home. | cal cul ate upon 200 Hhds, or at least 180 from Garth this
year. | shall be glad that you continue your drafts when you choose to pass them
The Rubicon is passed, and | amat all tinmes in such credit as to be ready 'and
no mistake". Bear that in mnd for the future, and bear in m nd too however that
I woul d rmuch rather receive than pay away noney. You sent the order for the
slates very late. The Eccles have put up the Louisa for charter. No other ship is
goi ng soon bar the Hotspur and she is shut against every thing saving and
excepting "small boxes". | have then sent the slates from Liverpool with a few
to conplete ny list and 2 , and these go out by the Diademto sail next
week. We are in a very extraordinary state here with all our Col onial Markets.
The prices current and the Mnisterial prints generally by direct m sstatenents
on their part of insinuated tergiversations on ours, and on yours, have so

witten the buyers into the belief that all is going on to admration in the
Col oni es and particularly Jamaica, that we are positively at a dead |ock. Devil a
cask sold here in all this nonth. |I fancy 2/ off fromthe highest point would not

i nduce buyers to do business. As the saying is he that will be Cupar maun to
Cupar, We shall see by and bye. In the meantine the Mnistry have got |leave to

bring in a bill to suspend the Constitution of Jammica for 5 years. It perhaps
were as well that Jamaica were governed by Orders in Council, Qur being so is our
great blessing, still there are faults on both sides. Treachery and Tyranny on

the part of governnent and fool hardi ness and severity on the part of the
Assenmbly. It is a very pretty quarrel as it stands. Ayrshire will be carried for
t he Conservatives by Lord Mel bourne. The El ection 10 days hence.

390504DSI to WoI. My Dear Wllie, This letter will reach you earlier than Sandy &
after reading it you can address & send it ‘oop the Gen’ to him | have seen
what you propose should be done for Clenentina. | will inplement ny share nost
willingly. I can do this | think without any fear. It will however be



Clementina s | egacy fromJohn paid in advance, & the £200 nust in the nean tine
be charged agai nst our nother. The Estate & nyself have no roomon the debit side
just for the present. This then makes up £550 which we are understood as having
provided for our sister so far. You seemto expect that Charlie’'s friends wll do
something for him Not one shilling will he get fromthem | yesterday wote ny
nother on this head & it is just as well that the old Chap were not spoken to
till ny letter to Mother & Charlie to you reached you. | am altogether opposed to
Charlie’ s investing any noney on |anding. This he should not do for a year after
he gets out. Till he gains experience & has time to | ook about him If I be right
in this we nust not ?bogle at the £700 - £800 which he should invest to yield him
a subsistence in addition to his practise, he will need sonme neans of subsistence
when he arrives, Everything in S Australia is dear & the popul ati on of Adel ai de
smal |l & many doctors there cultivating practise already & unless Charlie can turn
his hand to farmng | do not see what he can do better. He comes here on Mnday &
I will introduce himto the Conpany’'s agent here fromwhom tho very nuch a gowk
we may get sone information. | know that for a portion of the increase of stock &
wool you get a Man resident to | ook after & tend your flock, but | do not think
it in the main prudent to buy land for our flock till you have weighed well the

t he probabl e position of roads, canals, water, locality etc and besi des and above
all we will not get over the difficulty of where the £700 or £800 is to cone
from | think that John's | egacy to nother £600 can be paid a year hence that
woul d do provided we can get the old grunmbler at the Port to give security for
that on his son’s account. We should if possible make Charlie cover any anount

whi ch we give our sister by an equal ampunt, or an annuity over the Port which
fancy will be his. Sandy & you nust act with great tact here, But | ooking on
Charlie’ s means of getting noney or ?done | think we nust see during his stay
here what we can do in the way of sone governnent appointnment or sonething of

that sort on the other side. On Wednesday | will wite you or Sandy. In the
meanti me we have gone well in having £550 provided. W have precious little tine
you Wil |l observe, but once Charlie were appointed to a Ship & everything done so
far, perhaps the Bohally G owerourorum may cone down with £300. If he did that
woul d facilitate our arrangenent nost materially. Lord Brougham has given
judgenent on the Auchterader case, a confirmation absolute of the Lower Court. He
reads the popular nen one of the nost cutting | ectures you ever read. He hopes
they will not set themselves in opposition to the “Acts of King, Lords & Commons.
The Statute Law of the Land.” What next? Rare Assenbly this one. You see ? they
are without |eaders on the wild side, no Buchanans or Cunninghams. 168 wild to
149 noderate & 21 neuter so far as we have the returns. The wild nen are done
for. You can formno idea of the noderate & hearty satisfaction with which the
real friends of the Church have received the intimtion given. Reformw Il be
duly attended to.

390528DSI. My dear Sandy. It was only this norning that | decided that | could
not at the noment go into Edi nburgh. | have the 2nd Scotts Sugar on hand today at
| east our lot of 32 hhds and I am shi pping nmul es and Goods for Trinidad on
Thursday, & the Calypso will be here any day, so here | am pinned safely agai nst
the grain for | desired very nuch to have seen you. There was a division of 8
Hhds of the Garth Sugar, very inferior, under mark T which | yesterday sold at
64/-. | will sell the 32 1S/4 [this is another mark The S is over the 4] today at
66/- | hope. | have the deed of sale of one fourth of the Garth Estate to M
Tayl or before ne - as also the valuation and inventory of that estate - the

val uati on was nmade by Horati o Neil son Huggi ns and John Thomas MIller - and is
rated at £7505 stg. This Losh says he considers a full valuation. Losh in his
letter sinply refers to the Deed of Sale. He expresses his hope that all wll be
found satisfactory - Taylor’s fourth part is £1854 6s stg. He is bound to pay one
fourth part of the nortgage due Eccles & Co on 2nd Jany part £3017 4s, being £754
6s stg under the head of a nortgage agreenent and £1100 stg as purchase noney -
with interest at 5% Taylor is bound to reside upon the Estate & to consign the
produce to ny nother’s address till the debt is paid off. He pays 1/4 of the
stores and expenses for this year - The nortgage 1/4 to my nother. He pays no
money down. His 1/4 share of the profits go in the first instance to his nortgage



account (£754 6s) Wen that is paid off then to credit of purchase noney (£1100
stg). To be allowed a ‘reasonable sumi for nmanaging & lastly he is bound to give
ny nother over in the event of his decease his share of that may be valued by a
apprai ser. Now for ny commentary. | consider the valuation very |low. So do Eccles
& Donal d, but we all agree in this that Tayl or shoul d purchase on the nost
favourable terns. £9,000 to £12,000 was ny expectation. The terns are easy for
Taylor, but there are to counterbal ance these sone peculiarities such as

conmpul sory residence, unusual, & the binding of his heirs to give over his share
to ny nother in case of his death. Then I will still take care that the
reasonabl e sum for managenent be very reasonable so that all things considered
tho Tayl or has a good bargain we have a good manager & a few hundred pounds are
wel | sacrificed supposing Eccles & nme better judges than Losh & the appraiser as
to the value of the Estate. Tayl or makes capital Sugar but he will not make 200,
nor 180, Hhds, or | shall be very greatly surprised - all depends upon weather. |

shall have £2200 drawn for last year and this year’'s expenses. My Bill to G ay,
£1800 to Eccles & £600 nore so | have a year before nme. | have not nade up ny
mind till the Calypso come in. Then you should hear. | amgetting very uneasy

about Charlie McDiarmd s notions. He is a m serable businessman & seens to ne to
have been fiddling away his tine. WIIl he take a surgeonship in a Cyde or L' poo
ship. Wiy shoul d he dandl e after London. Do decide upon sonething. | have witten
ny nother very strongly & have spoken ditto to Cl enmentina. There nust be no
marriage till all & every mnor prelimnary is settled. Wen they have their
noney and their berths secured.? ?..and all cut & dry, then marry and off. But no
marriage till then renmenber & quote me as i mMmovable in ny determination that to
what | have here and el sewhere witten & spoken | will adhere. Do you see Charlie
& see too what he ains at. \What has he done. They have nuch to learn | fear. The
old chap has not witten or been to Cluny. Oh! you noderates. | amglad | am one
Qur day is comng. | amoff to the Sanple Room God bl ess.

390621DSI LB to Donald Smith. Manager W Bank. | desire to open a cash account
with the Western Bank for £2500. The securities | offer are ny Mother, Ms

Irvine, and ny Brother, the Revd. Al exander Robertson Irvine. | trust on nmany
consi derations the Directors will not reject Ms Irvine's nane, but should they
determne to do so, | shall procure the security of Sir N. Menzies, Bart,

Pert hshire.

Donald Smith Private

| send you an application for a cash account of the nature suggested by you.

have now to repeat that nmy Mdther has an Estate in Trinidad worth £10, 000 and
that nmy Brother has by his wife (she is dead) £3,000. Sir Neil Menzies again

| ately purchased an Estate for which he paid £35000 and that says eno' for him |
am nost anxi ous that you should recomrend the acceptance of ny Mther's nane. You
are aware that my decision is perfectly legitimate. Indeed as | said | could
raise noney as | required it upon my personal security: but seeing that having
money provided to ny hand, | should be asked to rmake mnmy business with you all the
are profitable for the Bank and | hope you will draw the "leather" out as far as
you can. Next year | shall have the favour to

390626DSI LB PRI VATE AND CONFI DENTI AL Robert Roxburgh. Sonme week ago with, the
concurrence of our nutual friend M Donald Smith, who saw no reason to doubt
either the success or the propriety of the application | asked for a cash account
of the Wester offering the nost undoubted and unquesti onable security therefore.
In the nean time however we have accounts that the Bank of England discounts only
at 5 1/2 percent and yesterday the Directors declined "at this tinme" entertaining
the proposal. You will understand | have funds eno ' for ny imredi ate instal nent
to E & Co. on the 1st. You will also recollect that | stated to you at our | ast
interview here that |I did not contenplate renewals neither did | desire to incur
the expense of such, but | nust provide for you £1000 and such of m ne due the
2nd July, and | now beg to intimate that | will be at your office tonorrow by 12

or 1 o'clock, that we may arrange the matter. | wll have i mediately produce
home, but you have seen that heretofore ny inports have been right, while ny
responsi bilities are congregated about the beginning of July. | regret our friend

M Gay is absent. | trust that you and | can arrange the matter satisfactorily



for me and with perfect security for you. Calling your attention to the interdict
at the head of my letter I amvery truly, etc.

390628DSIto ARI. Do nothing as regards the Cash Credit. | have done not hi ng
nyself for the present. The state of the noney market since | wote you is such
that | deemit prudent to wait for a little nore favorable ternms & | can do

wi thout it. Losh instead of fulfilling ny injunctions by sending ne produce as it
was carted, disposed of it to suit the convenience of Eccles’ ships &1 can do
not hing nore than renonstrate. A merchant nust never want noney if he wants to
thrive, and a reputation once nmade al ways made. W have no vessel direct to

d asgow from Trinidad but two are at hand. The weather down to the 16 May was
fine. On that day they had rain but no thunder, so that the wet season nmay not
have then begun & we may see it continue tolerable down to the end of May. | am
about the luckiest, perhaps |I should say discreetly, fellowthat is. |I sold out
my 30 Hhds Sugar per Cal ypso at 64/6 on Monday |last. Since then the market is
down 1/- to 1/6. Sone thought | was doing wong but the nonent | found the Bank
of England in difficulties | saw the i mredi ate consequences would be a tenporary
depression of all interests & mne inter alia. Sone of ny specul ative young
friends now | augh very unconfortably & some of the older ones would |ike very
well to be in nmy shoes. | have settled matters so far as regards this surgeonship
that ?[I fix] and Ceny is informed on Monday or Thursday next for the 5th
August. Have you written to Edin as regards any settlenment. | refer you to what |
have said to Clenmy. Things nust be urged on &1 go in nore for that purpose than
fromany desire to interfere. | sent your box. It will wait you in Scotts
Pitlochrie. There is an awfu rickle in it of Sundries and what they nmay turn out
to be you nust see & report. | have heard fromWIlie of Janes’ state. | amvery
uneasy about him but by no neans from ny present know edge wi thout hope. | hope |
may find nmy hopes realised. | amvery busy today & they are eternally shifting
our mails. Now the Perth one starts at 1/4 past one, & | am always hard up for
time. We have no fear of the Sugar Market ultimately but | amnot so clear that
the ultimately is near us. We shall see, Matters are |east are nending on the

ot her side. Sone of the smaller Planters are ?breaking & we get their gangs. It
i's now nmoney and | abour. ?[There’'s} a greater nonopoly shew ng that we had under
the old regine. The Eccles’ will be imensely wealthy. Nothing |ocally new.
Plenty grain & we needed it as well as you. | am|[tear] but having lots of work &
lots of [tear] as well as you. This will be the year of ny life to | ook back & so
am ? through it | nust. Every thing is rotten all over the country, and the Court
the rottenest thing in it. When the present nmen nay go out at no nan may say, but
they are near governing us by means of a mnority & with Court at their back they
may run thenselves into an inpeachnment. W have sent 7 millions gold out of the
Country to pay for grain. So nuch for no corn laws & the reciprocity system

390624DSI To ARI. | have not heard fromyou for sonme tine. | hope you are al
well at the Manse. | shall see you in a fortnight nost probably & | eave all
gossip till then. In the neantinme to business. W have news of Trinidad to the

8th Ut. Then the weather was fine and Sugar naking progressing heavily. W have
had conpl aints of idleness and i ndol ence on the part of the labourers but to play
off the long dry season against these will insure an average Crop tho a little
additional outlay will be incurred in its production. There nust have been 130
Hhds nade early in May on Garth. On 9th the Cal ypso arrived 8 days ago | had 130
Hhds. Tayl or has difficulties but he is in great spirits. | amglad to say that
the other islands have withdraw the restriction on emgration & that in
consequence Trinidad where wages pro temare very high had for a beginning 70
effectives over in April & | have no doubt but that this the sanction of the Hone
Governnment & the exertions of the Trinidadians thensel ves & the countenance &
comrendati ons of Buxton & the ante Slavery people that before next Crop we may
have 3000 Labourers additional inported into Trinidad fromthe neighbouring

Col oni es. The consequences norally and physically will startle you. | have seen
old Burnley's correspondence with the Colonial Ofice. | have heard young Burnl ey
(Chm of the WI. Assoc) account of his and the London, Bristol & Dublin



deputations interviews with Normanby. ? all | have the pleasure to assure you

t hat Buxton & the Ante-Slavery Chaps have taken ?me by the hand & tho they wll
di scount enance Coolie or ?Maltese emgration, they will countenance em gration
from the nei ghbouring Colonies into Trinidad. Trinidad |ately placed £1000 in
Buxton’s hands for the education of their Labourers & have professed the greatest
desire to furnish himw th all the neans & prove necessary for carrying out ?his
hobby. The remit is that he wants to crowd Trinidad with | abourers where he wll
convert theminto Christian by the bakers’ dozen |eaving every 13th man for ?.
Mcl eod the new Trinidad Governor too is sanguine that Trinidad is to do well. In
his repeated interviews with Burnley expressed his entire concurrence in our
views & wi shes both as regards our present position & the neans of our
extrication therefrom Now all this preanble ?ready to what | neant the

“busi ness” nentioned in the beginning should consist of. You are aware for you
have in one instance at | east been a party to it that | have rai se noney on ny
personal security on Bills. These Bills never got into general circulation
because they were granted to Gray & cashed by himat the Parent bank here where
they were retired. When the Calypso cane in | then nmade up ny mnd to two things.
The one as to the greatest probable ambunt | should have to pay out this year &
till next Crop cane in & the other that | should not grant or accept any nore
Bills. | consequently after considering the matter nade application tw days ago
for a cash account with ny Bank for £2500 offering ny Mdther & you as securities,
or (failing the Bank not taking ny nother being a Lady for they are not fond of

| adi es) that then she should grant her guarantee to Sir Neil who would I think so
far accommpdate ne. This application is necessary. It is one which is daily made.
& | have no doubt that the Bank will at once grant ny request. In this way ny
Account is kept steady. If | want the noney it is there. If | do not, it is also
costing ne nothing. | shall wite you again on Wdnesday & you shall hear nore as
I did not take any decided step till | heard by the Calypso | could not sooner
comuni cate with you, but since | have made up ny mnd to the step | have taken
will go on with it confident that it is both perfectly safe & absolutely
necessary. | have not had Charlie MDiarmd s Testinonials. You are all doing a
great deal too nmuch & ?. This week | hope to offer himan appointment. In the
mean time | read hima lecture and pointed out the consequence of his indecision.
For say ny sister says ‘wait London’ wait till the Autum is past & then wait for
Spring & then ‘no Song no Supper’. He may be angry but that will do himgood. |
have made formal application. If he refuses nmy offer he will have done foolishly.
Hal f past one, Mnday. Yours of the 20th to hand. | had no objection to the
cerenony conming off on the 8th or 9th provided Charlie would sail fromCyde in
August. Ten days before won’t do. If | can send himhis appointnent this week it
may cone off about the 9th. So as you like any day will please ne only that | am
nost anxi ous he had an appointnent. Take the fruits | give you as they are

i ntended. | see that in nothing you give cause your grunbling, | amsorely
di stressed about poor Janes. You have done very w sely indeed in advising themto
take a certainty. I wi sh the business done. |I have had an especial deal of

anxi ety about it and | only fear fromyour despairing opinion of Janes that we
are not done with it. So they should take every care this Autum. Watever may
happen. Have you done anything in the way of assisting Charlie to noney. Wat the
Devil’'s he doing. See & prepare yourself with sone galloping ains for Blair so
you will have a ? the week and all you ? therein

390702DSI LB to Donald Snmith. | have £970 in the Western and have to retire a bil
for £1000 today. | shall need a little noney also on the 8th so that you will do
me a favour by allowing me £600 for one or nore nonths as you may deternine

390724DSI LB to John Losh. | think I could work advantageously nore ways than one
by doing a little sugar inporting and eke in "the delicate article of Ml asses".
Suppose you purchased and shi pped nme 50 Hhds sugar next crop which you could
purchase | should fancy at nuch the terns of this season 5 to 6, and further
suppose you shi pped nme during next

crop 100 puncheons Ml asses, which | also fancy could and can be purchased @2/9
or thereabouts on an average of 1840, you would do nme an especial favour, and



forthe shi pping of which 50 hhds sugar and 100 puns Mol asses, you have ny

i njunctions. For these respective shipnments you will draw upon me. Let however
your bills if convenient be remtted to Eccles & Co, and as a general rule, where
you can act upon it, i.e. do not draw upon nme by the vessel bringing honme the
produce, but by any other, inmediately before (sailing) at the same tinme, or

i mmedi ately after. | do not desire ny [speculation] to be other than sub rosa et
in pace, and have no fancy to their being dragged into the Iight of a jeal ous
scrutiny as to the Carriers, that will depend upon circunstance. | shall hand you

when | can find roomfor them 50 hhds packs and 100 Mols puns. If these go by
Eccl es and Co ships, you will of course receive them"frecht" free for return,
and in that case, the sub rosa hint need not be attended to. But in any case, |
aimat the 3/6 freight honme, which I shall nearly realise by sending the packs
out free, or paying freight therefor and Ml asses hone at 3/-. You will be
advised Now | pray you to understand that tho' | cal cul ate upon sone profit, |
aimnore at accommodation. | have always nore need of noney at the begi nning of
the season than the end, add to which | pay the Eccles off on 1 July 1840 and
what | desire is that |I receive as early shipnments of sugar, no matter how snal
the lots, and of Ml asses as you can find roomfor. If | need to work with them

I have them if not so nuch the better return it my be for the spec. | for
exanpl e | ast season wote for early inports and trusted to them Now that is the
Devil often. | have been put to a world of inconvenience often, and tho' know

there is a struggle and conpetition for large early exports, do | pray you extend
as nuch favour to nme for one year, as that | shall be saved di sappoi ntnent. The
ki nd of sugar had better be brown and not too fine, so that the casks be good and
well filled. It can hardly be too lowif dry. | need only repeat that you wl|l
greatly oblige me by bearing in mnd ny request as to early shipnents and the
prodi gi ous acconmodati on such will afford. That is nmy notive in asking

consignnments at all. Things colonial are very well in this country. The market is
rising. I do not think we are to see nuch higher prices. | do not desire we
shoul d. For the present there are influences at work which wll keep us where we
are, till your Islanders have your produce realised and in hard cash. The cash is
hard eno' this year and you too on your side have helped to make it nore so.
Money matters are not at all in a healthy state, but we nust hope soon to see the

Exchequer nore favourable, and gold finding its way back into the Bank of

Engl and. The Chancellor of the Exch. wants that capacity and deci sion so
essential to nonetary arrangenents as these so often do on tinme and opportunity.
The present ministry will be in office sonme tinme longer. | have heard nothing new
lately from London. You will be vastly pleased with MLeod. Burnley MG egor and
co like himnuch. If he go out fromhence, and there is a chance he may, we nust
give hima dinner that he may see we Trini dadi ans where G asgow nen are

unappr oachabl e thro the snoke of snoking turtle! My youngest brother, Janes is
fear on his deathbed. The old woman is well. So are all the others. | shall be
north I dread inmediately. Man was made to nmourn. | shall regret nost sincerely
the loss of ny Brother to whom | have al ways been nuch attached. PS In the Co:
Gazette | now send you you will find a table of the rate of wages paid all over
the W1. Colonies. The Col Society have taken up the question with the Col onial

O fice, and nean to circulate anong the old Colonies the rates paid in the new
and to influence by every possible nmeans em gration from Barbadoes Ex. G a: where
t hey have 4 tines your population with considerably |ess than one half your
surface. Good luck to the Slavrry Gentl enen, and much fruit of their | abours. W
are now the nost ardent advocate the poor |abourer has, and utterly denounce all
who woul d withold any one of those privileges involved in the great boon, and we
contend in particular for the free influence of intercourse and competition anong
the colonies. That the | abourer may be able to carry his | abour to the best
market. In this way are we working with the party whom once we abhorred, but
tender noses don't do in these tines. Barbados has 4 tines your popul ation. W
contend that it can be only by an act of injustice that she can keep a surplus
popul ati on to depress | abour belowits legitimte value, for she is not the W
Indies, nor is she entitled to post interests of other and nore inportant
colonies to her own. She nust give you of her super abundance, and when once the
val ue of | abour conmes to be nore generally assimlated all over the col onies,
Trinidad will not pay the Al field |laboures 8 to 10 dollars. The case for Cuiana



and you is particularly strong, and don't wonder when you hear of a very brisk
?in Barbadoes, Grenada etc. the work of our guondam enenmi es, now our "very worthy

and approved good masters". They will send you, there is no doubt, a plethora of
bi bl es and tracts, and other nore | earned cogitations and recreations for your
great and glorious free. These you wll acknow edge with all becom ng gravity of

face and diction, so that we shall realise what Buxton and others aim at,
convertin' of Trinidad into a noral and spiritual Lazaretto. Woever invented
hunbug was an amazingly clever fellow, and | daresay if you happen to neet Dr
Wardlaw "in your parts" you will give himyour proverbial luxuries, a land crab
and a col oured McLeod when he reaches you will give you a hitch. Hs policy if he
becane i ndependent will be to govern Trinidad for Trinidad' s interests and her

i ndi vidual interests alone. That's the man for your noney and no m st ake.

390814DSI LB to John Losh. | had your letter of 1st ulto and when you do cone out
you are like a Gant in your mght. Come out oftener if you please and | prom se
you "David" will not march against the nodern, but nost Christian Goliath. That
makes a begi nning and there are fewer harder things to nmake than a beginning. In
so far as | amindividually concerned this year will be a thought troubl esone,
but on the whole the Garth has done good, and when we pay off our friends in ful
I shall then be able to devote some of our "righteous earnings" to the Estate's
sustentati on and m ne own. Before your Menorial to the Queen came home the WI.
Associ ation here had renonstrated agai nst the connection between Barbados and
Trinidad. Your nenorial and their protest are alnost word for word, and |I have no
doubt, from what Normanby said to the Deputation from hence, that he is wlling
to recomend the desired divorce, and dissolve the connection authorised by

G enelg. So you may, as you do by anticipation flatter yourself with citory and
i ndependence. It has been matter of urgent renobnstrance with nme in sundry
quarters to wit, that since the days of McQueen we find no Newspaper so poor as
do us reverence. This | have of late attenpted to remedy. The Constitutional of
this city is cleverly edited. The field is al nost unoccupi ed; and on the eve of
a new era the Editor could not generally speaking or as his witing would affect
our Colonial Enpire desire a nore beneficial topic, while in particular and

| ocal ly speaki ng he woul d reconmend his paper to those who are our Magni Pueri,
and who have nuch good things to bestow. Then again the Colonial Gazette is
passed into the hands of Rintoul Editor of the Spectator. | send you Rintouls

| eader. | have witten himat sone length, really tho' Janmes McQueen was not the
kind of thing. The fortiter inre is very well with its corrective or the
suaviter in nodo. Qur advocacy nust be tenperate and conciliatory. Better flatter
fools than fight them and we should aimat keeping the doors and the ears of the
Colonial O ficex open to us. Your policy has been matter of special comrendation
here, and all are agreed upon the conciliatory and nost neritorious course your
Trini dadi ans in general, and you the Honourable John Losh in particul ar have
adopted. | have put the Editor of the Gazette up to the iniquity of the
connection with Barbados, and tho' | amvery far from sanctioning or approving
his general views, | have assured nyself that these views are nost correct as
regards us and therefore Monsieur Rintoul shall do "m nd office". Take you, m ne
honest friend, good care of these sanme banks. That you are and deserve to be a
"great people einterly"” is nmost true, but | do assure you that the experience of
the Merchants here dealing with the Mauritius of Banking in that Colony is one
whi ch cost themnot a little. | have no neans of judging of the practica
wor ki ng of your Bank, but | am disposed to think that they nmay cone to establish
and regul ate the Exchange, and affect we nmerchants by giving any direction they
pl ease to consignnents.

390814DSI to ARl | cannot budge hence at the present. | am nuch occupi ed today
writing per packet & I nust not |ose sight of ny last inmports. | will see you at
Clunie before Ceny leaves as | shall be there to see themall - that will be in
3 weeks hence. | was nost anxious to ?be in, but I am always catching summt to
prevent ne when nost anxious to take the ? for a day. | wote Sir Neil at great

| ength yesterday. | am bringing himout & Judging by the Italics, printing and
el aborate pointing in his letters to me | can see he desires to shine. The | ast
two days have been of the “Sacred Month” except a few nore drunken nmen that usua



you woul d never discover that the period of “nporal regeneration” had dawned upon
us. Today there was to have been a Convention neeting here & may be but they are
very long of beginning. We have had neither tuck of drum or squeal of fife &I
fancy 1700 Constables sworn in on Monday |ast nust nurse their wath a little

| onger. ? Sugar better & things |ook cheerily ? at honme. Money scarce & 6%

Di scounts the Go. | amnot in inmediate want & after duly considering the pros &
cons will let you know. 6% for accommodation is fearful, but | nust go on. All
friends well. | think |I nmentioned having had a long private letter fromLosh. My
Crop 160 Hhds or thereabouts and matters going on well. The Supplies hence

noderate, and once | have the Eccles’ cleared off, the Estate could have have?
?play, in having sone of its returns applied to its sustenance. Geat returns
fromthe Mors. Burnley & Eccles in Ayrshire 22 ?[looks ‘than”] on the 12th. Wn
Eccles Jnr 11 at Hafton. For ny own part | put a piece of heath in ny coat &
‘covered’ every crow what passed me in the railway comng in, so as to get up a
sham 12th. Weather dry, cold & windy. Al friends well. | was at Garnkirk at

di nner yesterday, the famly there old & Young in status quo. Nothing new |locally
speaki ng. Janes when | | ast heard was better. | hope he may continue so. PS |
sent Lady M a handsone barrel of Linmes. Enough to poison Rannoch. These went
yesterday. | fancy the destination is conformable, do you? | could think of no
one el se so worthy of being conplinented.

390808DSI to ARl | had yours of the 6th in due course. | have nothing of late to
say, but now Trinidad vessels begin to drop in and we are once nore in
correspondence with our friends on the other side. | have two letters from Losh
today of 28 June & 1 July. My Crop will be 160 Hhds at the outside. That is very
well if my engagenents were paid off, but with £1800 to pay before and on 1 July
1840, I will need to | ook el sewhere for sonme aid. Now that | know what | amto
expect to the west | shall imediately strike a Balance and on conparing ny
liabilities and nmeans, take steps to get the wherewithal to |liquidate the forner.
This | shall all arrange before Monday. | will if possible see you in Edinr on
Tuesday evening. | am anxious we should neet for ny position if by no neans
desperate is very critical. | shall bring ny WI. Letters with me. They wl|
speak for themselves. Matters on the whol e are progressing satisfactorily on the
ot her side. The list of supplies is economcal, and | think once | had this year
past | should do somet hing consi derable. Taylor seens to be a good nmanager, You
have heard that Charlie is appointed to the Tomatin to sail next nmonth. Port
Phillip should in the first instance be their destination. Eventually | should

t hi nk New Zeal and will go ahead of all the other three. They have nuch before

t hem but Youth is the season of hope & with exertion & sone prudence they will at

| east be in no worse position that their neighbours. | have been occupied for an
hour on business. | nust close for the Post. God willing we neet in Edinr on
Tuesday evening. | will expect so for the present. | have the npst painfu
apprehensi on of Janes’s state. Indeed | do not hope that he is to be long with us
poor fellow. It is well that the old woman keeps up so wonderfully. | am al so

delighted that nmy pet Elizabeth grows so strongly. She is in every respect the
nicest little creature | ever know and her intelligence is beyond praise.

390819DSI to John Gray. My youngest brother is dying

390824DSI to Dun Stewart. | amgreatly concerned to say that my youngest brother
James John is | fear on his deathbed. He is only 23 and as fine a young fellow as
you woul d desire for a friend. My poor Mother will feel the blow much. He has
been nmuch with her, but this world had been one of trials to her, and she w |
bear this one as she has done those past, with that cal mresignation which not
only evinces the Christian character but the Christian's practice.

390905DSI to ARI d asgow. | found very much nmore to do on ny return than
anticipated and I had no time to attend to your wi ne or anything el se beyond the

Counting House for this week. | got here quite safely on Friday afternoon | ast.
The weat her since then, with the exception of two days nearly dry, has been nost
alarm ng. There is no saying where we will land as a nation. In the nmean tine we

are politically, comrercially & atnospherically rotten. Money natters have not



been in the sanme state since 1825, if so bad then, & you wll see that Spring

Ri ce has ridden out of the scrape on the back of a Peerage. These appoi nt nents of
Thonpson & Shiel are perfectly inconprehensible and insane. There is no arrival
fromthe West since | saw you. The Ham lton & ? should, one or both, have been
here ere now and great is the inconvenience to which | am put by their non
arrival. Gay has withdrawn his forner accommodation. “The times” are his excuse
& the excuse | amsorry to say is too valid. You can’t raise the noney by a cash
account in d asgow just now because of “the Tinmes” and with ny produce at sea

am nost uneasy. | have fortunately no i medi ate call for noney, but where the
funds with which | amto weather winter & Spring are to cone froml do not at the
nmonent say. If | find it necessary | shall give up ny shipnents to all except the
Garth, but that only in extremty. | have considered sundry ways and neans the
nature of which | shall comunicate by & bye. A good harvest woul d make noney
very nmuch nore plenty &1 trust we may soon see weather to induce a conviction
that Harvest may be secured. You can do nothing at hone. That is nost unl ucky.
Every little however assists, and | beg that you would consider whther you have

t he means of raising any noney till we see if matters nmend. | can afford 6% for
money, and with so much done in tinmes past & so little conparatively speaking to
do for the future, | would make every present sacrifice to go on & neet ny
engagenents. In the neantime | amtaking every precaution & tho |I have never been
so hard up, | have had severe rubs before now too & got over them | have seen
Reid since | cane here & every thing & arrangenent will be conpleted early next
nonth - the 10th - for the Tomatin departure. There will be at |east £60 for
Charlie besides his passage noney. | shall when nore at leisure wite him
Captai n Canmpbel |l has been at this Tournanent - back to G eenock where he
encountered sonme stray friend with whom he stopped sone days. He then set away
for Ayr where he is at the Hunt. He called here on Tuesday evening at 1/2 past
10pmto see ne & left his card & apol ogy that he had not found ne in! He returns
again tonorrow when | may chance to see him The Perthshire Hi ghl anders made a
capital figure at Eglintown. O d Londonderry was always with them | took extrene

pl easure in drilling them They were a decided hit. Sugar is dull & so is
Mol asses & so is everything & everybody. | hope Emily, to whom| beg best regards
is well & Elizabeth & Mss Hall - to everyone ny renenbrances are sent.

390903DSI LB to James Robertson. Did you ever see or hear of such a season? W
are politically.comercially and atnospherically rotten. Wth abundance on the
fields the rain pour daily here. Mney in London is dear and Spring Rice has

ri dden out of the scrape on the back of a peerage. W as conmercial men consider
t he destination of P.Thonpson will be. on the sane as Lord Durhanms unhappy
M ssi on as Vice Presidet of the Board of Trade will play the Devil with us.
Al'l the noves are insane and the principle nowis to select for the situation
the individual least fitted for the sane. We will not soon forget Wig
Legislation. I amvery nmuch pressed for noney. | have had heretofore no
difficulty because we were abroad and at home in what is called an easy state. |
am now after having paid off some £7000 of debt since March 1837 encunbered with
outlay that | begin toward .| amowi ng the Eccles' just £2000 in toto
whi ch nust be paid £900 with interest on 1 January 1840 and £900 with interest in
1 July of the same year. The outlay for |abour for 1838 and 1839, the latter
bei ng now paid cash in advance, and Garth due nme £1500 placed ne in a very
delicate situation. You can't raise noney here on a easy account and every
commercial man is hoarding till the "jaw' is past, so that after having done so
much | nust about for sone aid for whichl will wllingly pay 6 percent. You
writers have sonetines noney to invest probably scarcely in the way and with the
personal security | have to offer. The Garth Estate is tho' not in this country
and is probably not acceptable, but it is worth ny while saying that I will give
6 percent for noney and such security as | hope will satisfy you. Let ne hear
fromyou, and if you have any prospect of being able to assist nad any desire to
see one in Edinburgh I would go infor an evening with nuch pleasure. Wite ne

wi t hout delay on this head

390907DSI LB to WIliam Robertson. Wote himthis day in ackow edgenent of his
letter of 6th inst. replying to ny query as stated in former. recapitulated ny



desire for noney and states again ternms etc. Janes but Wlliamwould wite
himas today. WIIl not fail | hope to do what he could in the matter.

390918DSI LB to Duncan Stewart. | wote you on the 24th August per Heyworth, and
have now to wite you by a vessel fromthis port, an occurence now |l ess rare than
it used to be. | have met with a severe and very painful disappointnent partly
because | had overcalculated in the entire absence of information, and thus

i nnocently nmy crop fromGarth for this year and partly that fromthe scarcity of
money, all customary and | egiti mate nmeans of relieving acconmodati on have been

cl osed. Then too my shipnments of produce have been fromthe other side very small
and very irregular. What with me who undertook in 4 years to pay £9000 of

Mort gage debt and hence ny di sappointnment in that to save nyself | have been
conpelled to get my instal nents postponed for 6 nonths. Now of bills I shall have
to pay good £2500 for last crop, and this year's expenses, which are now you know
paid cash, and to | essen ny subsisting and prospective liabilities | nust

sacrifice you. | have determned to stop with your order, but 'skin foreskin"
what will a man not rather do etc. That you will suffer nuch inconvenience | very
readily believe, but tho" you do, | hope you will still receive your supplies
thro' some other channel before spring. | intimated nmy determ nation to M

Ronal d, and tho' | could not ask himto take over and exhaust the order, | |eft
himto offer to he did not do. In these circunstance there is nothing for

it. The difficulty I have experienced has cone upon nyself nobst unexpectedly and
by all our old friendship and the many ki ndnesses | have received | do assure you

that | amextrenely pained at the necessity inposed upon nme. It will take ne
next year to clear up the old way, and | will try that the rubbish be thrown
aside then. You will of course consider all | said of nolasses in ny letter 24
Aug. as in abeyance for the present. | shall comunicate by and bye on this

matter. In the neantinme by msfortune is that | should have incurred so frightfu
a responsibility. But then who did forsee and who could have foreseen the
reduction of the Drawback, and the abrogation of the emancipation act? So that
indeed | amnow after 2 and a half years toil and after having paid off £6700
besi des all the contingent exposes obliged to tie by hands, and |live for 6 nonths
on salt and potatoes. Let me repeat ny hopes that you will not ultimtely and
really suffer any great inconvenience. | mght have given another colouring to ny
position, but in witing you | cannot doubt but that | wite one who will shut up
the intelligence in his heart and make the best excuse he can for circunstances
over which | have in bulk no control If | could have served you | would. In the

meantime | burst to receiving a bill fromyou by the Hamlla for |ast years
stores. | can assure you that carrying on a WIl. property just nowis no joke,
and that | find to ny very painful experience. | will wite you by the WIIliam
next nonth. My nother is wonderfully well. She is in very good spirits too. M

si ster and her husband will sail next nmonth for Sydney. The Laird of Faskally is
going for two years to the continent. and the Laird of Foss is going to the
D...1. Canpbell of Drunctharry was at one tine lately thinking of returning to

India but | believe he now remains at honme. Sir Neil is in great force just now
My Brother the Mnister of Foss was here | ast week. He is well. Dewar from
Lochtaysde in Mnister of Dull put in by the Whigs in spite of Sir Neil. The old
chap is dead at |least, | give the wornms joy of him

390918DSI LB to John Losh. You have had sundry intimations, public and private of
t he uprecedented depression of all commercial interests in this country. In your
| ast private letter alluding to an intinmation conveyed by nme in one of the many
letters enbraced in your reply which intimation was | ast spring, you say you are
pl eased to think that | had passed the rubicon. Mich has occurred during sumer
and autumm both with you and here to make nme wi sh nost sincerely | were well over
the stream | had been in advance for the Garth and Stewart to sone anmount, and
had al ways conmanded noney when | needed it. This sunmmer this channel was cl osed
against ne, and that at a very short notice indeed. Then | have no produce com ng
in but at long intervals, and Taylor only in a letter dated 9 July says he was
afraid to say what the Garth crop would be and then says it is 150 hhds i ncl udi ng
tierces altho' in his preceding Epistle he spoke of 170 to 200. | have had lots
of Bills to accept for this yea and instalnments to pay with crops of 146 hhds



for 1838 and 150 hhds for 1839 and all now it appears thro' Gays injudicious
managenment while the noney market is in such a state as to preclude the hope of
ordi nary and customary accommodati on from Banks. Yours and Taylor's Bills have
been sent so as to accunul ate all about the same period and with no produce
arrived for nearly 7 weeks | found nyself all at once in a very strange

predi cament. | have got out of it so far and hope successfully to weat her
t hrough, but then' | was obliged to get our nutual friends the Eccles to postpone
their January instal nent of £900 till July and that then due 6 nonths |ater, and

what | nust regret to | essen by subsisting and prospective Liabilities by
throw ng Stewart overboard in toto, even after due consideration had obtai ned at
one tinme that | should have been able to go on with his list of stores. Now the
amazi ngly di m ni shed crops, and the fact of my paying cash for |abour and the

col oni al account for 1838, and the other circunstances alluded to will explain
the nature and the occasion of the predicanent, and | nmean to nmake it the ground
of an earnest and nost friendly appeal to you on the score of future exports from

the colony. | have witten Taylor on the subject of his false delicacy in being
‘afraid’ to speak out, and | now hope that seeing how nuch | have to do you wl|
et nothing interfer with your determination (for I amsure you will determ ne)

to send me large and early shipnents during 1840 and to seeing that as nuch is
made of the Garth next year as can. You had no idea heretofore of the
enbarrassnment the detention of ny produce woul d occasion as tho' | often asked
for early shipnent | did not press the point as esssential to ny security.
Believe it is as so now and act upon the conviction conte quis conte of course

you will do nothing till | further advise you in regard to the sugar and Ml asses
witten of in nmy private letter of 24th considered as in abeyance. You wll too
spare ne in Bills till next crop |like a good fellow if that can be done. | have

just undone what | have been doing with Stewart and one or two nore for two
years, but then tho' | had paid £6,700 of debt | had nuch nore to pay, and these
prior responsiblities Ieft me no choice. Al things considered | have done every
thing I think with discretion and have anong evils chosen the least. Al | have
said is said to you as to nmy Brother and nust be | ocked up in your heart till
sonme after period when this jaw will beconme a rem niscence, with | trust nost
unpl easant consequences. | shall wite you again per Wlliam | do so now that
you may know how matters stand in case you may have a spare crutch beside you.

390920DSI LB to Fletcher. | yesterday met M Reid agent for the and the

Jamai can owner of the Tamatin now preparing for Australia and they both nentioned
that they had had a comruni cation fromyou onthe subject of your account, noney
etc. thro M Reid. It has occurred tome that frommy intimacy with the Parties
here, | should be able in the event of your determng to go by the Tomatin to
arrange matters for you on nore favourable terns than they woul d be di sposed to
grant a stranger and if you allow ne | should have great pleasure in beating down
t he passage noney to hi m maki ng any other arrangenent for your confort and
conveni ence. M Reid nentioned that your own passage woul d not be charged the
usual amount provided your famly and Stewarts went in the Tomatin. There is

anot her ship about sailing, but she is not sent by the and consequent|y
you want in security that they inplenent their agreenents, and in the character
of the vessel and the commander you cannot the same confidence. These two
the India and Tomatin are the only two sailing during this year. My brother in
Law and sister sail in the Tomatin and | hear of another relation who wl|l
probably sail too. The Tomatin will put to sea about the 10 Cctob, not |ater and
she has what adds, nost materially to the health and confort of cabin passengers
a poop cabin and berths, baths, water closets etc. M Jam eson nenti oned having
handed you terns and a plan of the cabin and |I shall be nost happy to do anything
I can for you in conmng to ternms, or in making any necessary arrangenents you my
desire consummat ed. The weather here is constantly wet. The grain begins to grow
in the stook Etc.

391002DSI to ARl | received your |letter dated Clunie & Foss in due course and
proceed to answer themin their order. | have received and credited you with
£684.8.6 | have al so received £200 from Janmes Robertson for which he has ny
acknow edgenment in form and which | have in the nean tinme waiting to help ne



past the 9th currt. | observe in your letter of Saturday from Clunie that you say
Robertson is in great hopes of getting £500 on | oan. Should he succeed | shal
receive £300 fromhimwhich will keep nme easy for a nonth. | nmay here since |
have nmenti oned Robertson say that | have sent himthe recei pt and di scharge
signed & endorsed & nentioned to Janes the urgency for noney before the 9th
current. | also stated as you desired the Garth debt due to E & Co. The gain on
this year’s account & the probable assets for next year. You state you think you
can get a cash credit for £500 or £1000 with the Comercial. As | do not keep ny
account there | fear you will hardly succeed in this as the profit on such an
account would offer no inducenent to the Bank in such a year as this to grant one
but you can try what can be done and if you fail | will hope if the harvest
continue pretty regular to succeed here in that way myself when noney becones
nore plenty. You wite as if you expect the noney lately paid into ny hands as
well as the £500 which | hope to get fromEdinr from Robertson in all £1184.8.6
to be paid out of next years Crop. | understood when here that you were to | end
the estate the noney in the Royal Bank & the £300 in Foss, in all £1000 or nearly
that sumat Interest and | expect that the | oan of £500 for which Robertson is
now negotiating shall remain over next year too. The only sum | can guarantee
payi ng out of next year’s Crop will be any sumraised to retired Gay’s Bill for
£535 of which anon. You have not changed your m nd since you were here, for then
t he understandi ng was that the noney in the Royal Bank and in Foss should be
invested in the Garth sine die and as | said so nust the £500 com ng from Edi nr
as far as | can at present see. It is perfectly inpossible that the Estate can
met these & its prospective liabilities out of one Crop but it will out of two,
and it will be 1841 before any nobney save about £600 presently raised can be
repaid. The rate of interest will be 5% fancy. | next cone to where you advise
recourse to Ronald. | had a long interview with himyesterday in ny Counting
House. He says that M Eccles & he cheerfully acquiesced in our request for the
extension of time for paying our remaining two instalnents. ‘Il jist say it wud be
a pity to push David poor fellow & well just gie himhis ain tinme.’ But they

deci ded that the concession should stop. | made no bones with Ronal d, who sat
long with me & thought nmuch over all | had said to him but he would not prom se
to do anything with the Bill for £400 due on the 9th which he was conpelled to

di scount but added he woul d see nme when going about in a day or two. He does not
consi der the case in any way desperate with such an estate at our back. He says
that | can very easily get noney for Gray’'s Bill retired & one way was by your
accepting my draft at 6 nonths, to be retired out of next years Crop & which he
will help nme get discounted. He sees no difficulty in arranging this and as |
sai d considered that | can experience little difficulty in retiring all ny

engagenents. He will | fancy consult with the old man who will not nend the
matter for nme, so that | wote Robertson, as | stated, that | had urgent need for
noney by the 9th. | still hope when you have such a confident opinion fromsuch a

man as Ronald that the £500 marked as probable may be forthcom ng, nore
particularly that | have great recourse in a cash account which would enable ne
to do much which | cannot now prom se to do & which with ordinary luck |I am sure
of getting for £1000. So nuch in answer to your first letter that from C unie.
That fromthe Manse cane along with the Bill and recei pt which were yesterday
recei ved and yesterday sent to Robertson. | find nothing of any nonent in the
begi nni ng but something which I will notice soon after when | have answered your
observation about the Estate. | have answered your PS fromthe Manse al ready
about Ronal d. Tho he declined for the nonent retiring the £400 Bill he will see
me in a day or two. That anmounts you know to nothing. Wth the £300 to he
received fromthe ?ration Ronald s rejection of nmy proposal does not cost nme nuch
present anxiety, as with his advice and aid the Bill for £535 due on Novr will be
retired at maturity. Cbserve too that since the £400 Bill is discounted that it,
being a foreign Bill held by them as agents for Gray Losh & Co nust be presented
in any case for ? to preserve recourse in case of accidents as they are
personally responsible for its anbunt and this | nust use every exertion to

avoid. | hope to hear from Robertson this week and have in the nmean tinme placed
the £200 received fromhimto yr credit. It would have been very nuch better had
you put the question on the ‘subject of mnor nonent’ to ne when here. | am nost

happy to afford you every explanation. You are making great exertions and



consi derable sacrifices & are quite entitled to every satisfaction | can afford
you. You are in error in saying that | told you |l was in debt to the Estate £170.
I will repeat to you that all the noney | have received & that you still propose
sending in for retiring bills alone | have paid £100 at |east for Bil
accomodations for the last 16 nonths on account of the Estate. The expense of
renewal you know. | have also paid £70 being an additional half %on the |ast two
crops which we give the Sugar buyers for pronpt paynents within 10 days, the

sal es being made at 4 nonths: this half % additional being clainmed by them on
account of the high rate given by Banks on deposits. This £170 | have paid for
the Estates accommpdation & all with 16 nonths. The Garth Estate wll be due ne
at the Bal ance £2,500, even when credited with 3/4s (?) of gain on this year’s
account. Stewart is now due nme £190 (stores lately sent). WIIliam Taylor for
stores for private use £90. Linens sent to Trinidad but not accounted for tho
noney paid for themto WnHarries £79 & Henry Stoddart - Garth dr, to be credited
in Colonial account £25. John Stewart Menzies £25. Garth stores 1840 which these
are now paid £135. You will mark too that | have £500 at ny di sposal from Bankers
for which | am personally responsible, wth which the Estate has nothing to do,
except that the noney is partly for its use. Observe too that ny clerk’ s salary,
counting house rent, taxes etc are just as high as tho I had ten tines the

busi ness. You are continually at me to do nothing beyond Garth and you wil|
wonder when | tell you that | question if this year ny incone will be £150. It
woul d be better for ne today that | had nothing to do with Garth & hence it is
that | am anxi ous now that ny friends should assunme the responsibility which |
have paid so dearly for. Wait till you have the accounts for you and then you
will | hope not repeat questions such as those in your letter fromthe Manse. You
say you did not tell my nother of ny m sappropriation of the funds of the
property to my private use. You have done well for you would have nade her

m serabl e wi thout cause. The same may be said of your very plain insinuation as
to the £300 fromWIlie. If you will just wait till all the accounts are before
you, you will be in a state to judge for yourself, besides which it will save ne
much annoyance and save you fromyielding, as | fear you did when you wote the
letter fromthe Manse, to an angry imnpul se. Your exertions are great and so are
your difficulties, but be cal munder them & do not | beg you repeat the ferocious
i nsi nuations so lavishly bestowed. If any other man had repeated the sane

expressions and hinted the sane insinuation, | would have kicked himfrom one end
of G asgow to the other and feeling this as the only answer | could nmake to a
stranger, | pass themby in your case, only by requesting you will treat ne like

a gentleman. That | am prepared to nake any sacrifices | have already told - that
I have often had to spend nore noney than | should have also told Wllie & you
when | was elected into the Western & Gaelic C ubs however which others usually
covet, but which | get frommy rank fromthose who were ignorant of ny

ci rcunstances and that this year from Cl enentina being here, the wants in sonme
cases supplied, her marriage, James’'s funeral etc | have been nore expensive than
| hope to be. | repeat | will make every exertion for the future and know ng as
you do how nmuch | have occasion for support rather than bullying that you will on
no future occasion cause ne to say that | feel nore vexed by your last letter
than | do at the loss of friend or sweetheart, and it was sonething too nuch to
escape the notoriety of a duel, by sacrificing both, to find nmyself on the verge
of bankruptcy & then to find you addressing ne in | anguage which | fee

derogatory to ne. | shall do nothing in any case w thout your know edge and
concurrence. You will be careful where & when you speak of any thing we are

doi ng, things cannot on every account be kept too quiet - at least till we have
themin a train to hear being talked of. | met Andrew Eccles the other day & we
spoke as old friends. He has the old man’s ear. | al so encountered the young

| adies & Ms Burnley. They were conming up the street &1 round a corner. | passed
wi t hout giving them an opportunity of bow ng. George is going out to Trinidad
soon. The whole thing is just as silly as matters usually are when wonen manage
them They nust now nmake the advances & if they don't | will wait a while. The
weat her till yesterday was fine; yesterday rained all day. Today is good & things
ere better in every way in London. Nothing new locally. | amjust busy with Wms
despatch to Trinidad. | amin great good health



391009DSI to ARl | yesterday received yours fromPitlochrie with £200. | have now
received fromyou so far as follows - on your account, Sept 16th Order on Conm
Bank from Dunkel d £300. Sept 23 do on do fromPitlochrie £384.8.6. 30th from

Edi nburgh £200. Oct 8 order on Conm Bank from Pitlochrie £200. Total £1084. 8. 6.
Al'l which sums are placed to your credit. | now under stand that the |oan
Robertson is negotiating is on the Life Policy. You are aware that | had been
informed of his borrowi ng noney on his owmm & WIllie s security, but now | see
that all the noney to come will be £300 or nearly so, neking the noney | shal
receive £1350 or thereabouts. In the neantine | today retired the Bill of £400 to
Eccles & Co and when the Wlliamsails and | amat leisure | shall send you the
accounts on also a sketch of nmy liabilities part & paid as will as to cone & make
a proposal as to how we are to neet themin future. From present appearances we
shall have less difficulty than | at one tinme anticipated. Robertson wites ne

t hat you have desired himto send you the noney he is nowraising direct. | do
not see the point of having it sent to you & then sent to ne fromthe Country
again. We | ose both postage & exchange besi des which noney for appearance sake is
valuable to ne just now and | hope you will send ne the £300 as soon as you can
so that | shall escape | odging noney the one day & taking out nore than | | odged
the next, a profitless business for the Bank. | have to pay ?furnishing accounts
for stores as well as retire Bills and the noney for doing so conmes fromthe cash
advance | have on ny own security, and that advance is limted. | have no nore
time at present. | will wite to you this week with accounts. Wather was settled
for two days, State of the Country better. | expect Cenentina and Charlie on the
15th. (+ pencilled financial calculations in ARI’'s hand)

391011DSI Cluny Cottage, Oct 11th 1839. We the undersigned grant us to have
presently received by the hand of the Rev Al exander Robertson Irvine, Mnister of
t he Gospel at Foss, the sumof two hundred pounds sterling being the share in
full of the property of the | ate Doctor Al exander Irvine of Little Dunkeld,
accruing to us Cenentina Stewart Irvine or McDiarm d only surviving daughter of
the said Doctor Irvine and in her right to Charles MDi arnm d Surgeon her spouse,
of which share of said property, and of which sumof two hundred pounds as the
full amount thereof, all concerned are hereby discharge, in wtness whereof we
have subscribed this acknow edgenent at Cluny Cottage this el eventh day of

Oct ober one thousand ei ght hundred and thirty nine years CS MCDI ARM D. CA

MCDI ARM D

391012DSI to ARI. | have been of |ate nuch occupied with the WIlliam W have not
heard that she has sailed but the wind was yesterday by NE & | fancy she w ||
have noved | ast night. Enclosed are several accounts. “Garth Estate for Crop
1839” shews how that account stands up to the present date with all the charges
so far as | know noted & the gain on the Estate for this Crop credited. There are
some remarks in red ink to which I refer “Garth Estate new account for Crop 1839
opened in consequence of Taylor’s purchase of one fourth of the Estate - shew ng
at its debit all the stores shipped hence and Bills drawn by Losh & Tayl or on
account of this past Crop. Taylor is debited in two accounts with the anmount of
hi s purchase. One a nortgage account & the other a purchase account. He has al so
nortgaged his quarter to ny Mdther in security. This account shews what the
Estate has done with its very small Crop for this year. “Garth Estate New Account
Crop 1840” is also sent. There is nothing needing to be said on this account that
has not been noted in red. | also send you the final sketch of ny liabilities and
assets which you saw when you were here. As also ny copy of ny letter to Tayl or
“Garth Estate for Crop 1839” will have the Balance at its debit on 31st Jan 1840
witten off to a new account to be opened and under the head of “Garth Ms
Irvine’s 3/4ths” to which 3/4ths of the gain will go in dimnution & to which
wi Il be added sinply and only the remai ning instalnents and the Interests and
Annuities to be paid my Mother. The Interest to be paid you etc. Taylor you see
makes a good thing of this year bad as it is & we will all do well when we have

t hese instalments paid up with £1746.12. 11 of a gain with a Crop of 133 Hhds, and
these like the mnutes of ?Bulls ?dram 3 ass. | may here repeat that | amin
advance for the Garth for stores, for Stewart for do, for Taylor (and about £120
in small sunms to be repaid next year) in all about £400-£480. Touching the Bill



which is due 6th Nov | propose to pay that out of next Crop altogether & with
that view | beg your perm ssion to propose that £530 should be got from ny Bank
on your acceptance of mnmy draft at 6 nonths which will be dated 5th Nov and due
8th May, by which date |I shall have ny first inport in fromTrinidad. | hope to
meet no difficulty in discounting this Bill and shall again wite to Losh as |
have done by anticipation that a larger inport by the first ship is essential to
me. | have | may here say also told himthat | have paid of Bills drawn by nme and
Tayl or £1800 besides two instal nents of £900 each & £348 of an old debt since 1st
Jan last. You will see that it is better that | should in the way | propose take
up the £535, the last of ny acconmpdation Bills, because | shall save much by it,
and the transaction is perfectly safe and perfectly legitimte - the same as that
into which you went in raising £400 when | cane here, & which was duly retired
out of that years Crop. | have paid Gay £162.11.7 of discounts on these
accommodation Bills, and have £84.4.5 to remt Gay & Roxburgh’s bal ance of their
Account to date next week. As regards the £300 still to cone that & nore will be
needed for stores etc before next Crop comes in. There is £171.17.10 to retire,
and before | can hear from Stewart with a remttance there wll be £220 on his
account to pay, so that | have necessity for the £300 w thout any delay. | have
before said that Furnishers will soon suspect something if you keep them dunni ng
for their accounts. | do not ask all of themto send themin, but when they do I
pay them | have of |ate paid £150 of supplies. The consequence is that | amvery
bare & when | send Gay £84 | will be absolutely hard up. So that | hope you wl|
send what ever nore you can afford w thout delay & consent to the proposed way of
retiring the £535. We have then the whole matter in our own hands where by a good
managenent we nmay keep it. As regards the future whether we are to get a cash
account or not will depend upon the tines. | will not do anything w thout a
certainty of success. It would not do to be refused, but the feeling of the
Country is nuch better. Money is becomng nore plentiful and once discounts fall
we shoul d consider the screw as taken off. For the noment they do not grant Cash
Accounts in dasgow and with the hope of getting £300 soon fromyou I will do you
for alittle till I see if things continue to nend. In the nean tine we nust

i medi ately provide for the £535. | have no news fromthe West since | |ast wote
to you. The Eccles’ are very heavy holders & the market is in a very ticklish
state. W are well with our instal ment postponed. Tea is rising very fast. Sone
specul ati on has taken place here in Tea & nmuch noney will be made on it by those
who will sell out to realise their profits now | had a letter fromSir Nei
yesterday. He is in great fig altogether. | expect Charlie & Clenentina on
Wednesday. | will wite himpositively insisting on his being here on that day.
He has taken a day nore than he should in remaining till Wadnesday but he does
not what he has to do, tho he judges he wll have plenty tinme after he cones. He
wites ne in good spirits & makes no allusion to noney matters. | hope he w ||
take care in Perth & Edinr, He may not know how nuch present prudence will help
himin future. They will be here for 10 days, but with some friends of ours. | am
in amazing condition, For two days | have had my head stuffed with cold but not
fever and appetite like an ostrich. | never have had the sane enjoynent of health
& ny condition is good. | was 11 stone 10 | ast week. Let ne hear from you soon.
My love to nmy dear Elizabeth. | have had no nore conversation with Ronald. | will
in future have as little talk as possible with himor anyone. G ay has asked the
£84 bal ance of his account to help himneet sone heavy paynments. The noney | have
had from you nmakes ne so far independent of him& |l wll nmake the Estate render
me nore so next Crop. Should | succeed in getting a cash account | will be very

i ndependent, and if not | have a Director of the Scottish Provident Assurance Co
a policy on ny life for £1000 which will be a last resource [to] keep ne easy and
which in the event of ny death will | eave everyone square. | have consulted
several friends in regard to sone agencys. You will hear fromne soon. There is
one agent here for the Provident. Another would do good. The one here is a sl eepy
fellow wi thout nmuch influence and there is no Assurance Society offering any
thing |ike the advantages the Provident does extant. Should the Edinr Board
appoi nt anot her agent here | would take the active agency and work up the Society
success fully. The north mail starts at an inconveniently early hour. Before you
have all your day’s business provided against and letters for the north mail
written the Box is ready to shut. | seldomreceive ny letters fromthe north til



none to it are off. The weather dull today, but on the whole the week has been
good & nmuch housed in good order. Sir Neil says they have had no rain in the
north

391016DSI to ARl half past two. Clenentina & Charlie are now here. As you may be
anxious for the within | send it you by the first post and | wll again wite you
with regard to the £500 or £600 nore. | amin the nean tinme nmaking every exertion
to raise that sum & you shall hear. Taylor wites nme of date 21 Aug. He had them
nore done that on 31st Dec |last Crop, rather a conplinment to hinmself and
absenteeism He had sent his head man to Genada for nmen & he was expected early
in Sept with 12 nmen who would hel p hi m nuch. He had peons and Americans who w ||
pl ant and cut canes and make Sugar but they won’t weed. Gray was payi ng | abourers
in sumat 10/- curry which is a nonstrous price. He is also planting nore canes
and on the whole is doing all he can to make the nost of the estate, and | am now
very well pleased with the letter | wote him& of which you had a copy. It wll
do all | contenplated & he I now hope will do all Man can - and if he ?retorts or
turns restive it is then tinme eno to be ?[sense nust be tough] | nust first |ead
himto water, for one man may | ead a horse to water tho ten won’t nmke hi m drink.
Al'l the sums but £348.14.9 in Garth Estate for Crop 1839 are for 1838. Al in
“New Account” for 1839. You have seen that the Emanci pation Society here & in
Anmerica are doing all they can to ship free slaves from South Anerica to
Trinidad. They are now preparing for a Consignnent and it is lucky that Trinidad
has been first thought of. If they go on we can afford to take 10,000 or as many
nmore as they send us. This idea will serve the Yankees better than their Liberia
scheme & will soon render Trinidad the Jamaica of the West

[Set of a/cs h/w, not clear what is what]

[ Debi t]
1839 Sept 18 Paid Bill to Gray Losh & Co £300
24 Paid do to Balfour 348 8 2
30 do do to Gray Losh & Co 200
Cct 9 do do 400
Nov 6 Prom ssory Not to Gray & Roxburghs 535
1783 8 2
Prospective for 1840
Stores £600
St ewart 190
I July I nst al ment 900
Annuities & Interests 400
Bills to be drawn by Taylor. Say 700
1Jan 1841 Instalnent (rmay be otherw se provi ded 900
3690
[Credit}
5 Hhds Sugar 100
Bill from Stewart 220
320
Sep 16 Money from you £300
23 do 384 8 6
30 do - Edi nburgh 200
Cct 8 do 200
16 do 200
1284 8 6
1840
Garth Crop for 1840. Say 160 Hhds 3200
Mol asses 40 punch 400
3600
The above as you saw it with rather nore added - Taylor’s Bill in case of need.

Since you saw the Schene Bill to Gray Losh & C £171.17.10 and | will require £500
or £600 to keep nme square till April 1840. The £535 will be returned in the way
proposed and the £500 or £600 nore | will come at by a loan on ny policy or if

t hat cannot be conme out and here it is alnost inpossible to get noney so | wll



try my bank with the policy as security and if Smth give me £600 of an advance
on my own security he will hardly hesitate with that of the policy to encrease
it. I have not included the Cash advance because | do not anticipate it being
called up without two nonths notice to me. My hopes for next year will be found
on the first page & | think the Garth will yield fully the £3600. | this norning
had £200 from Edinr as you will find above. | am going on paying ny furnishers,
but am now nost anxious that | could raise £500 say without applying to the bank
as then | should encrease nmy account without their aid and m ght postpone

di scounting the Bill till it could be done cheaper than at present. In any case |
am|l think provided for the future and | did not hesitate to say that you are
perfectly sure of the Bill for £535 being paid out of next Crop. Taylor wites ne
of date 31 Aug & you will find out what he says on the first page. | have now

only the future to provide for. These accommobdation Bills kept nme in deep water &
if I succeed in raising £600 that with your noney will give £2000 of a | oan which

will wait till | can repay it out of the Garth profits when clear of the Mrtgage
account .
391017DSI to Mother. | have so seldomwitten to you of late that | hope a letter

fromnme would be a ‘dentis’ did it even not contain news of our travellers. Ceny
& Charlie got safely to Edinr where they dined with old Janmes on Tuesday and
never was there such a sensation in any dwelling as in No 66 Geat King St on
that, the first occasion in which a Lady had dined under their roof. They arrived
here yesterday afternoon, and tho Mss G bson prigged hard to have them go at
once to West Regent Street, Cl enentina wi shed to spend an evening with nme & she
went out with me at 4. Charlie & | returned to Town this norning that | m ght
once and early settle himto his work. Clenmentina lay in bed but Charlie is away
out this instant (12 noon) to return with her at half past two when they go to
their friends Mss G bson & the Flem ngs. C eny | ooks remarkably well. | think
and | ast night we were all exceedingly cheerful. She seens quite contented and
what | amnore glad to see really intelligent on the ways of the new world and
the struggles she will have to undergo & endure at first. Charlie has been with
both Reid and Jam eson. His duties are not so very onerous after all. They are
entirely routine and becone every day nore easy. He has the privil ege of choosing
his assistants and that is a great one. Tonorrow we all go down to G eenock at
8amto see the ship and the captain, & see what is to be done and known and
everything else. There are 3 cabin passengers so far besides Charlie & C eny and
| want to so arrange it as that Clenentina s woman may sleep near her in the
cabin. Charlie you know had only 3 servants, 2 male & 1 fermal e and he nust have
equal nunber of opposite sexes. This difficulty we have got over by laying hold
of a stray woman, 15 a nice girl, who will be tickled to Stewart or MCrostie as
one of Charlie s servants, he being entitled to enploy her on the other side or
not just as he pleases. The passengers for the steerage are all nearly

Hi ghl anders - 125 from Tobernory out of 146 in nunber. That will be of great
consequence to Charlie, he and his two assistants speaking Gaelic & they wll
bot h obey and respect himnore than they would a sassenach. He has however been
recomended to lay in an extra supply of sul phur for the Hi ghlanders & a few
pairs of hair mtts would save sonme trouble to the afflicted. After tonorrow I
will consider Charlie as fairly installed and initiated, and fromwhat | can see
| do not think they will sail before tonorrow or Saturday week. | can’'t help

t hi nki ng John McPherson is a great nonster. He was here | ast night, or rather
yesterday, raging about the snmall ternms his daughter has got. He told ne he never
heard a word of these till he & she were |eaving home two nornings ago & that she
shall not go upon the terns of her engagement. Charlie & he have not nmet but we
will settle the matter today - we can be at no loss. Charlie was offered a very
decent | assie fromKirkal die who since she goes by the Tomatin woul d engage on
any ternms. So John may get his foot in it. You will of course hear regularly from
one or other of us till the Tomatin sails. | have nothing, at |east, not nuch of
myself to say. | amin great good health I have reason to thank God and | hope
soon to have to say that | am safely and honorably and creditably past all ny
late difficulties. | did not send you your £40 | ast nonth, but I will when

Marti nmas cones send you that and as nmuch nore as | can spare. DSI W | ook for
WIllie tonorrow



391018DSI to ARI. Menzies sent you £300 which | received here on Monday norning.
The cashier of the Conmercial bank made no objection to paying ne the noney on
produci ng your letter. | today retired the Bill per £300 which, fortunately, as
it may turn out to be is discounted at the sane bank as ny | ast acceptance to

G L. & Co of £400 was di scounted. The Royal of which Laurence Robertson |ate of
Perth is cashier. This will shew himthat | stand or ought to stand well, and I
may be able to turn his influence or good opinion to some account. The next step
in our progress is that Bill to Balfour for £384 due on Tuesday the 24th to which
I recall your attention. The Ham Iton is not in. The wnds for two days are fair

and she will be here before the end of the week. | trust | shall of course hear
fromyou if possible by Fridays post to this if you wite me which you will |
hope do tonorrow - at all events on Saturday. | yesterday was all day occupied in
witing to Trinidad. | think there will be no m stake a delicacy henceforth.

find by reference to Taylor’s letters that nuch ground for censure exists & |
have been as severe as, knowing the many difficulties he had to encounter, |
coul d reasonably be. | will not send himthe Still this season. That will save ne
£250 and | have so arranged some of ny shipments that | shall show them taking
the credit prices into April next year. That will also assist. | was very frank
with Losh. No produce for two nonths, and he know ng ny engagenents. | find too
by reference to his & Taylor’s letters that Losh on one occasion with-held 30
Hhds Sugar and 30 puncheons Mol asses carted for shipnment because of the scarcity
of freightage hone. Stewart will be nmuch enbarrassed but there is no help for it.
The nmoment the Hamilton arrives | shall wite you. In the nean tinme do you nmake
every exertion for noney. WIIl you of speak to Emly. She can only refuse & have
no delicacy for it is msplaced in ny circunstances. | may hear sonething thru
Jas Robertson who will if he can | amsure assist ne. | have an interview with
Ronal d on Monday. He is very kind and very earnest in his advice &1 will have no
delicacy should | so require to consult with himupon noney matters. He wll
afford nme every accommodation | need in regard to nmy shipnments. | can in the
meantime do or say no nore until | hear fromyou. | trust to be easy with your
aid and the Ham ltons for a nonth, and we nust if possible get Money w thout ny
granting any nore Bills. Indeed |I cannot so raise noney. | send the letters to be
signed by Mdther and you & to be thereafter returned to ne. They go in a parce

by today’s mail. This letter in case you should not be down tomorrow will go
separately. | have had a smart sore throat for 3 days. | knew there was sonething
hangi ng over ne & | have a know edge now what it was. | am otherw se now
perfectly well. My plans are laid and | amin great hopes all wll be got over.
We have had rain for two days and the wind round to the South

391023DSI (post mark, letter undated) to ARI. | had yours of the 21st this
afternoon. Encl osed you have two accounts Robert Eccles & Co shewi ng a bal ance
due them of £2068.16.9 exclusive of Int & Garth accounts for 1838 shewi ng a

Bal ance at its debit of £1055.15.10. Robert Eccles & Co bal ance their books at 30
Sept but they have not yet made up their accounts. When they do so I shall state
the actual debt due themby Garth as 30 Sept of this year. We are this year
per pl exed because fromthe state of the nonied Interests Bankers have restricted
their usual accommpdation. This is an extraordinary year & fromno other cause
was | refused the cash credit | asked fromthe bank. W now see that noney can be
had in London at 5% The harvest is abundant & on the whole well received. Cold
is coming in fromthe Continent & Arerica & the worst is past. So we consider. |
see no reason to hesitate as to the Bill for the 6th Novenber. | will wth your
acceptance at 6 nonths get over this and being the first and only Bill | have
ever asked Smith to discount for ny accommodation while he knows you he will not
refuse. Then by the 8th May when the Bill beconmes due it will be retired out of
the Garth Crop. | do not owe the Bank £500 but | amallowed to overdraw ny
account to the extent of £600, half of which sumI| now have at my credit. This is
quite irregular however and |I should necessarily ? to draw noney on other terns.
You see then that | have enough in the nean tine till 6 Nov & that will be got
over in the way proposed. McNaughton will give you a “small sunf for a short

time. How nuch & how | ong? £500 for 6 nonths from1 January? | have not been able



so far to convert my policy into noney but will wite to you nore at |eisure what
I can do. In the nean tine the pressing point is the 6th Nov. It is very possible
that we may not be able to neet the Eccles’ January 1841 Instal nent of £900 but
if that be the only failure we have you nust not concern yourself for that. My

inpression is that we will clear all except that fromthe com ng years Crop and
we can have no difficulty in raising £900 on the 1st Jany 1841 if, and | am
assured it wll, the Garth Crop for 1840 [raised] £4000. | |ook confidently to a

cash account during 1840 and | amin great hopes that Smth will grant ne

ext ended accommpdation for a limted termsay 10 or 12 nonths on the security of
ny policy. You will see that in any thing you do with McNaughton, you arrange
that there - paynent will be made fromthe Garth Crop - Everything that can be
done we nust in future do without ?committing the Eccles’ or anybody el se. Wre
matters | ess satisfactory in Trinidad than they are | should not care to put you
to the liabilities | do but | amnorally certain that Crops 1840 & 1841 wi ||

cl ear away every tenporary debt & every liability under which we have or may
come. The idea then of yielding up the Estate to the Eccles’ is not to be thought
of. I wish you had said what the anount of the small sum McNaughton was w | ling
to give you was, or also the termduring which he was willing to lend it.
Tonmorrow is our fast, and | will be occupied all this week with C enentina.
Charlie is down today for good. C enentina goes down tonorrow for do and the
Tomatin may sail on Friday & nost likely will. | amthen very nuch [engaged] but
| thought you woul d be anxious for the enclosed accounts and if | did not now
send them | did not know when | conveniently could. The weather is very wet & |
dread contrary winds. They are all ready Charlie has £380 in Bills. £30 in gold.
£60 for his emgrants & £80 for |land so that when he |ands he will have £550
capital & sheep will be cheaper when he arrives. Cleny is quite well & very
cheer ful

391025DSILB A. R Irvine. Wote himthis Cct enclosing your acceptance bill for
£550

391025DSI d asgow, My Dear Sandy, As | may be occupied for sonme days with
Clenmentina and Charlie if by reason of contrary wi nds or any other cause they
shoul d not go to sea, | have antedated the Bill for £550 which | intend for

di scount & which you will send nme with your acceptance. | have authorised a party
here who does all mny | aw business for nme to nmake every enquiry as to whether
noney can be had on the assignation of a Life Policy. If | can raise noney in
that way | will not discount the enclosed for a little, but if I can’t | will.
Smith is with his wife near Edinr during the preachi ngs except one day when he
was | aying the foundati on stone of the new Western Bank and occupi ed, but as |
told you | have barely half exhausted ny credit for £600 and have no pressing
demand for noney after the 6th prox and during Nov. In the nmean tinme you wll
send nme at your earliest convenience the enclosed Bill with your acceptance. You
see the Bill beconmes due the 8th may and | have to secure certainty is the
transaction made it 6 nonths which is rather long at present but that was
necessary to enable me to have realised ny first inport to neet it. If the party
who i s now maki ng general enquiries succeed in getting noney on the security
noted you will hear of the sumso raised, and if not a full nonth before |
require noney I will wite you pointedly to say what | can do and have done.
Every day strengthens the confidence of bankers and | oosens their restrictions
and having refused ne when tinmes were bad the accommodati on which | required, |
have a prior claimon themwhen they take off their restrictions and the tines
becone good. That may be very soon. The nonent the bank of England take off a
hal f per cent Confidence will be restored. On the whole |I consider it better to
wait as long as | prudently can before | decide on any particular step, but only
that the first time | neet Smth wi thout the bank | can see how the bank feel as
to Credits. You will oblige nme by answering when you next wite nme ny queries as
to what McNaughton will do as regards the anpbunt and the time. Cenentina and
Charlie are in Greenock. The Tobernory Enigrants did not conme forward Tuesday

ni ght as we expected but were to arrive last night & | doubt not did. Cenentina
is perfectly pleased with the Ship’s Captain & accommpdati on as she may for being
the only Lady on board, the captain is delighted with her, besides which she has



an excell ent manner & has taken with the Cabin passengers who are all one nore
than the other attentive to her. She has been nost fortunate in her servant - You
heard that MPherson took his daughter back again after being here with her,
because Cl eny woul d not give £30 and keep. Now a highly respectable woman, a

wi dow of 38, cousin the Grant, mnister of Rothienmurcus, of whom Cl enenti na
heard, whose connexi ons she knows, cane from Rothienmurcus to go out. She is
engaged for 3 years at her own request for £15 a year and keep and will do
anything. This servant is quite delighted with her engagenent. You never saw a
better tal king woman in manner & appearance & being a “lone woman” she

appreci ates the benefit of going out under such patronage. You may tell Stewart &
McCrostie’s friends that | yesterday saw and conversed with both. They are as
happy as crickets and have already stuffed their dexter cheek with a huge quid.
am goi ng down tonorrow and will see themoff. The cabin Charlie & C enentina have
is not the “Drs berth” but one of the two | arge cabins holding two beds, a chest
of drawers, a trunk and two boxes with plenty of roomfor dressing, two stern

wi ndows. It is the after cabin a stern cabin, and a window in the side, so that
they have plenty of roomand plenty of air. Charles Stirling our |eading citizen
and Conservative is dead or dying at his country house ?Kennuir of fever. Today

is dry. W have had 4 hot days till today. Sugar dullish. No further news from
Trinidad. The d asgow Liberals are dished or will soon be dished. Look at them at
Gorbals. | nean to go down to Greenock tonorrow norning and remain till | see

Clementina away. This is our “Preachings”. The Guardian is nad at the Aberdeen
and Dunfries Synods. It had better not get before the wheel. There is a large
measure of funk in the church and high tine for it. | daresay Wal ker of Mithil of
Mckenzie will spiritualise the Conrie Earthquake. Love to ny dearest Elizabeth &
regards to M ss Hal

391106DSILB to Smith. WII you allow me £1000 for six nmonths fromthis date

i ncluding of course £330 by which sum| have today overdrawn nmy account. | have
since 13 June last, that is to say in sonething |less than 4 nonths | ost £5420 to
ny credit with the Western Bank which circunstance will | expect render nothing

nmore than this application for the desired accommodati on necessary.

391113DSI To WBI. | only returned from Canpbeltown | ast evening very | ate.

Cl ementina wote nmy nother when they were ready for starting, and I saw her away
on Sunday afternoon |ast at one o' clock. The wind was not very fair. It was what
sailors call a working wind, but Wngate will be clear of all |and before now,
besi des that the weather was very noderate.l have had two or three cogitations
with ny Banker about noney. He is ‘extrenely pleased with ny accounts but wll
not guarantee a cash credit for six nmonths to come. He has however at ny request
agreed to give me noney for 6 nonths upon a 6 nonths Bill for £800, £300 of which
| have already drawn, and as there nust be two names upon a Bill | have encl osed
it that Sandy may accept and return it for ny endorsation. | would have w shed to
have provi ded otherwi se but this Bill will be due on the 16th may a fortnight
after | have retired his Bill due on the 3rd nmay 1840 at the Commercial bank of
Pitlochry for £550. This is a concession to ne which few bankers woul d make, and
being in the ‘nmeantine’ and till better tines come round, | amsatisfied that it
is the best course | can take. This M Ronal d’ s advice, and considered the better
plan by Smith of the Western bank. | amignorant of Sandy’'s novenents & have
therefore enclosed the Bill to you, that you nmay without [oss of tine send it to
him for acceptance if he is in the Country or in Edinburgh & let it be returned
to me without delay. | have failed in ny desire to raise noney on a policy of
assurance for £1000 which | have on ny life in case of accidents. | today wite
James Robertson to see what he says. Money is scarce here beyond all experience
for the present but gold is coming back and we are all glad to find that the
Country takes the failure of the United States bank so quietly. If Sandy’s
movenents are South, | should like to neet himin Edinr, and to facilitate mny
arrangenents with Robertson there I will go into Edinr on Saturday in hope that
can convert ny policy to noney and return next afternoon. Clenentina was pretty
wel |l when the Tomatin sailed. She net with great attention & kindness from sone
friends there, and so did | too. When | amnore at leisure | will wite you nore



at length. The Sugar and Ml asses market are both started and will both go higher
yet. Spring prom ses to have good prices for all colonial produce. |I have had no
nore bills drawn upon me fromthe other side. There are however two ships stil

to arrive fromTrinidad & till they are both in | do not know how nuch nore | may
have to provide. Losh before now knows how scarce noney is with nme and I amin
hope he will forebear drawi ng upon me. We have no late news from Trini dad. None

| ater than 31st August to ne. | amcomng into Town for the winter tonorrow
afternoon. | shall keep this till the usual delivery fromthe Country and half
past 12. Kind love to the old wonman.

391125DSI d asgow, My dearest Mother, | had your letter of the 22nd this norning
with the receipt for £60 and | wite you shortly as | amtoday & will be tonorrow

much occupied. | will send away your coffee and Sugar tonorrow. | have had very
much el se to think of of late & what with nmy tripes down the water & to Edi nburgh
and ny anxieties here | have delayed many Country Conm ssions & yours till | had

noney to pay these and sone other things. Now | hope | have got over ny |late and
present engagenents & have made besi des reasonable provision for the future so

t hat having noney to pay for what | buy I will send you of Sugar and coffee what
will keep you out of the market till April 1840 when we shall get a supply from
Trinidad. The carts leave this tonorrow afternoon and will be in tine for Scott
this week so that you had better not send to Perth for any coffee or you will pay
a price and a half for quality which will not please you. | have John’s pocket
handkerchi ef waiting an opportunity for Pitlochrie. I will likely take it home
with me when | visit you before Xmas. We have heard nothing fromthe Tomatin nor,
very likely, will we hear of her for 4 nonths and perhaps 6 nonths to cone. There
is a chance that some vessel mmy speak her, but that is but a chance & I rather
think the first news we will hear will be fromthe cape where she will probably
touch for water etc. It depends nuch however upon their wants as the captain
wants to make Adel aide in 100 days if he can and if he has no for touching at
the cape he will carry on, in that case we may hear of or fromCeny & Charlie
after they have reached terra firm once nore. | amdelighted to hear from you
that you are better again. We have cold here and | amquite in the fashion in
that way. The rain is incessant, the wi nds warm and southerly and the streets
everywhere a perfect puddle, so that we shall have accounts of this green weather
& that before long. Mss G bson’s address is Ms Flenm ngs, Wst Regent Street,
They are all well there. So are all our other friends. W have very |ate news
from Trinidad, 19th Cctober. Everything was going on to admiration. There was

al so a certainty of a |arge accession of |abour from Anerica. Two ship | oads of
free people fromthat country were to sail from Norfolk on the 15th Cctober. A d
Burnl ey who is here says that Trinidad will in 5 years have people enough to
cultivate its entire surface. | find | can get a cart tonight & will send away
your Sugar & coffee by it as you say unless they be in Perth on Wdnesday t hat
you nust want this week. We send away the Arethusa next week for Trinidad, and
today nmy clerk and | are busy preparing for her. I will be home to spend
Christmas & New Year’s day with you and as many nore days as circunstances wil |l
allow. The Queen will be married so she has announced to her Council. Prince

Al bert is the lucky man it seens. That will give the Wigs another year of office
at least, so on we will be carried bit by bit till we are damaged in religion,
conmerce and reputation.

391126DSI LB John Losh. Asked himto send me sone small |ots of sugar during early
part of season 1840. Consignnents in whole not to exceed 30 Hhds

391126DSI LB D. Stewart. Asked himto send nme 50 puncheons nol asses during season
1840. Termbe left to him To be drawn for on proceeds to remain in my hands

391126DSI to ARI. | heard fromthe old woman that Elizabeth was well & that she
herself is much better. | think she should never be alone. There is of late a
tone of despondency in her letters which with her is unusual and she appears to
derive great confort from having Elizabeth with her and from having her m nd
diverted. You nust arrange that all your household neet at the Cottage at Xmas. |
have heard nothing fromEdin since ny return. | filled in a personal application,



whi ch | handed next day after you left into the office, nam ng the gross sum

i nsured at £1300. | hope next week to have the Bond signed and the nobney here.
have today received nmy account against Chesthill with Interest to |ast Martinnas,
so | am £25.14.9 richer today than | calculated. | saw the Laird twice in

Edi nburgh after you left. He | ooks well and seens quiet and sensible and
approachi ng sonething to sobriety of deportnment. He has taken greatly to golfing,
but plays cheap. W have very | ate accounts from Trinidad, so |ate as 19 Oct ober
last. My letters are very general except that the weather is very seasonable -
fine, showers and the cultivation healthy with good prom se of an abundant Crop.

I have no letter from Taylor. The vessel bringing us this late intelligence cane
to Liverpool. The above is the general tenor of all the late letters to Eccles &
Co etc. Crop season in Trinidad is now approaching. In a nonth or inmediately
after Xmas the mlls would go about, so that of the weather continued seasonabl e
the Planters woul d nake every exertion to make their crops early. O d Burnley has
been here for a week. He seens to have succeeded conpletely in his attenpt to
colonise Trinidad with free American slaves. My information of all that he has
done is in many respects very vague. But this nmuch is certain that on the 15th of
last nmonth two ships left the port of Norfolk, I think, |aden with |abour for
Trini dad, many of whom came | ong di stances to engage. Burnl ey says that these
cargoes were conposed of small shopkeepers, mechanics and field | abourers, and he
adds that he sees no reason to doubt but that in 5 years Trinidad will have from
t he same source | abourers to cultivate every inch of that colony. The Anmerican
Legi sl ature wi sely encourages this enmgration of a class towards whomthe whites
fear a dangerous disproportion as regards nunbers, while the Ante Sl avery Society
here openly and covertly in America give Burnley & the Trinidadians all the
support they can. Agricultural Societies and Emigration Societies have been
formed in Trinidad, and if we had the Wakefield plan now in operation in
Australia of selling I and and applying the proceeds in encouragi ng Enigration,

set agoing in Trinidad we should soon becone “a great people quite entirely”. As
it is | hope we have the beginning of the end of our extravagant outlay. | do not
know how t hese Anmericans nmay be all ocated or apportioned. It is |I should fancy
probabl e that estates near Town should offer inducements and advant ages superi or
to those offered by nore isolated Estates, and that consequently Tayl or nay not
so easily reap the advantage of this supply as sonme of his neighbours nore
favorably circunstanced. If the Agricultural Society have the distribution of
these people Losh & Taylor are both nenbers & we will in that case have our fair
proportion. But if the people thenselves are to be treated with Estates near Town
will certainly carry the day at first till the inportations are sufficient to
people them This is all conjecture however. Trinidad and Denerara will soon have
nothing to fear fromthe East. Al we want is |abour as in productiveness, we can
beat the Mauritius to ?sticks - So far then as regards Trinidad present and to
conme. Sugar is dull enough in all conscience. It is | amaware 5/- to 6/- cheaper
than it should be, but the state of the noney market is such that we must be kept
down. In March we will have the screw off and then you will find matters just as
far the other way. You will find speculation as wild in 1840 as it was in 1837.
We have very nuch to nmake up and to recover. So far we have had fewer failures
here than we expected, and no House for a sum above £60,000. The Queen’s marri age
seens to pl ease everybody. We believe that we shall shake off the Mel bourne
influence - and if Albert will at once explain to his wife the character of the
court he will do her sone service. A worse adviser than she now has she coul d not
find. That is all that can reasonably be said of the husband el ect. The Whigs
wi | I however have another year in place. What with the joy & rejoicing & making
of Peers & granting of ribbons & garters the nation will grant a general habeus
corpus to the Wiigs & under it they will outlive 1840. The old Duke is quite
well. He has sone fight in himyet. But he should take better care of hinself.
There is nothing seen or heard of the Tomatin yet. It is just a bare chance that
she may be spoken by sone honeward bound vessel in which case we will know the
wher eabouts and the date when seen and then cal cul ate what she has been doi ng.
The Arethusa arrived from Trinidad | ast week. She had fearful weather on the 31st
Cct & had sonme damage. She returns again next week & until she sails | wll be
rat her busy. W have had nost disgusting health since we |ast saw you. Warm

sout herly, showery, windy & a great deal of sickness the consequence. | am al npst



terrified to do duty at the Asylum | have a head and a half of cold, and the
usual quantity of stupidity indeed thereby, but today the frost is white on the
tops of the houses and you have some inducenent to walk into the Country. All

friends here are well. Don’'t forget ny whiskey and the sooner sent to better.
Tell ny dear Elizabeth that | have a specially beautiful hkf for her gift to Dr
John, and that | will bring her a picture book when | get home at Xmas. | beg to

be kindly renmenbered to Emly & Mss Hall

391202DSI. d asgow. My dearest Mdther, My clerk is just gone out for half an

hour. I will occupy nmy tinme in witing you to say that | have heard of the
Tomatin. She was spoke on the 22nd of last nonth in Lat 51, Longitude 13 . That
is in the way west of Cape Clear and then free of land. | thought she would have

been very nuch further but we don’t know which cannel the Tomatin took as we mnust
suppose she took the | east favourable passage for her, and had head wi nds to work
agai nst. The Omner tells ne that the passengers were reported “All well”. They
are not nentioned in the printed report | saw but they know it privately. This
keeps me quite easy as we had rather severe weather for any vessel chopping about
t he Channel but once west of Cape O ear she has the open sea before her and

pl enty of el bow roominto the bargain. As she may not be reported in the paper &
even tho she were you m ght not have noticed it | have witten you with all the
news we have. They took 12 days to make Cape Cear, but | hope they are today
past Madeira. | hope you have received your Sugar and coffee and that both

pl eased you. | have nyself become a constant coffee drinker so | will regret if
it should turn out bad. Tea is getting very dear and at this present rate |
question if we have an old maid alive in ten years. If it continues to rise in
price I will buy you sone nore coffee, for the public will beconme coffee drinkers
and that wll make coffee very high. | hope you are pretty well. W have had the
ol d changes in our climate, plenty of snow the first three days of |ast week,
rain and thaw the remaining three and the snow all gone with yesterday and today
a biting cold frost, and an atnosphere which the sun in vain tries to penetrate,
so that we had as well be in Newfoundland as St Mungos for the present tine.

G asgow is dull in every way. Commercially, socially and politically, and it wll
remain so till next spring or perhaps summer. Money matters in England are
mendi ng very slowy and tho we have had no |ate failures there are many nmen who
are borne up by the banks al one and whose credit is as |ow as need be. Al our
friends are in their usual health. W have had no |ate accounts from Tri ni dad
than those | gave you in ny last letter but they will all be bustle there about
this time in preparing for the new Crop. They begin on 1 Jany 1840. There are a
great many peopl e going over fromthe American coast. These are of the same kind
as our present stocks of |abourers and will be suited for the climte and work.
The Arethusa sails the end of this week and the next ship about the 1st week of
Jany. | propose all well & things being convenient to go honme on this day three
weeks to spend Xmas & New Year day with you, and | only hope the weather will be
good. | have knocked a good deal about of |ate and have had nore than ny own
share of anxiety, so that to escape fromthe shop and be quiet at home is a

pl easure which |I shall relish nost excessively. | fancy Sandy will be noving
south again this day week. | amsure | hope he nmay be instructed to depose

Mcl aurin. He has been cause of great expense and trouble with himand the
Presbytery, and such a subject as they have had to deal with. Let ne know
timeously if | can bring you anything when | go hone. | hope to hear fromWlIllie
soon with the Country news. | fancy fromwhat you say that you are as dull as we
are. Burnley & his wife are in London. | saw Ms Hunter Hafton here |ast week
She & her bairns are well. G asgow is getting very sickly and it needs sone pluck
to attend the night asylum W had 100 poor wetches on Saturday evening.
Renmenber me to all near you

391213DSI LB to James Robertson. | have this day received fromyou per order on
t he @ asgow Uni on Banking Co. the sum of £900 Sterling to account for a | oan of
£1000 granted by the North British Insurance Co of Edi nburgh on an |nsurance of
£13000 on ny life.



410710 Losh to ARI. | have omtted to say that | have been of late frequently
applied to by your late Uncle’s three boys for a portion of their |egacies. They
have certainly been very patient & if even one or two hundred pounds could be
spared anongst themthey would be very grateful for it - particularly WIIiam who
is desirous of setting hinself up with a Stock in Trade as a master cooper.

420810DSI Wn Taylor ARl Garth Estate [sone spelling/punctuation corrected] Yours
of the 18 June conme safe to hand on the 25 July. | am happy to hear of your

appoi ntnment to a parish of nmore enolunment. | wish it was in ny power to say any
profits can likely to be received this seasomfromthe Estates. if they clear
here our way that will be all. the rain set in this season on the 16th April and
on the may so severe that put an end to all manufacture of Sugar. The Crop of
this Estate as | supposed could at |east be 195Hhds. It will only be about 170
including tierces this however is entirely owing to the early conmencenent of the
rainy season or rather to the count of sufficient |abour to go on steady while
the fine weather lasted. This and many ot her circunstances joined has put an end
to ny proposed trip hone this season which | amsorry for for nore reasons than
one. | will try and get through ny weeding early & commence ?Crop in Noveneber so
as to enable ne to finish Crop 43 soon & perhaps be able to go honme next year.

I nstead of Labor becoming nore plentiful it is daily retrogradi ng the people
emgrating fromthe old islands here either return so soon as they have saved a
l[ittle nmoney squat down on Crown | and unnol ested the laws to prevent such are not
stringent enoug. Before receiving your letter | had no intention of putting in
any new | and this season on either place. with a sufficient nunber of Laborers
there is now cultivation on this Estate for 250 to 300 annual ly and could we
spare providance for next crop it could give 100 hhds in 1844 this | am affi xed
we will not be able to do. The reason of our going so nmuch in debit is not
entirely owing to the expences on cultivation but chiefly on buildings as foll ows
erected on Garth since 1839. 29 Negro Houses at $220 each = $6380. ?Boiling House
$2000 purchase of 60 quarees of |and part paid $100 first instalnent providing
$600 =$3600

Purchase of 10 Miules for do $150. erection of 8 |abourers Houses @ $220 =$1760
for extending cultivation on Garth alon 18 quarees Cut from Hi gh Wod fit for

M1l at $212 per quarees $3816. Show ng the enornous sum of $15706 which w Il not
occur again for many years perhaps never to such an extent. Could | only be
assured of plenty of |abor even at the present high rates of wages and 15/- of
protective duty there is no doubt the Estates in this Island woul d pay nore
particularly those back in the Country where the soil is not so nuch exhausted. |
hope the Messrs Eccles will not be too hard in case we should not be able to
clear off as fast as they expect. as to the idea of their bringing the Estate to
sale of that | amunder no apprehension as | have friends both in Scotland and
Engl and who woul d advance twi ce the sum of these nortgages it is true nmy own
famly are not able to assist nme but | have relations of both father’s and

nmot hers side with whom | have constantly corresponded who are perfectly able and
fromrecent letters willing to assist ne could | by any possible nenas live to
explain matters personally to them that is what they insist on but ? [seal] of
the difficulty of |eaving even for a few nonths [seal] not know the nature of a
West India property. | sent the barrel of sugar long ago also 2 jars of preserved
fruit one of linme the other of guava ? there still remains 2 jars of preserved
pi neappl e by what opportunity they may arrive | cannot say as the season they
come is generally the time when nore of the ships are here the very first
occasion | will send them the season has been fine for the ensuing Crop whould
it continue so there is every prospect for a larger Crop than has yet been

prom sed. WLLI AM TAYLOR

430918DSI Losh to ARl | received yours of 12th July on various interesting

subj ects. Before | can hear fromyou again you will have seen our nutual friend
M Duncan Stewart who will give you a Viva Voce account of every thing at Garth.
The Estate at this moment is in first rate order. It escaped ny nenory whet her

i nformed you of the death of Susan Stewart the nother of the young boy Robert who
was | eft unprovided for by your late uncle. She received an alinentary all owance
nonthly and at her death there was paid $115 or about £25 stg which falls now to



be reinbursed out of the estate. | enclose a statenent of the paynments, and as
all Bills are now drawn by M Taylor | beg the favor of your giving himcredit

for the ampunt in his private acct with you and in this way | will get himto
include it in the Estate’'s yearly account which will be nmade up at 31st Dec next
- and when the bal ance of the Estate’s acct is drawn for | wll |et you know what

the $115 will be in sterling at the Exchange of the day of draw ng, but the sum
at any rate will fall between £24 & £25. On a previous occasion | explained the
compul sory arrangenent | was under the necessity of making with M Hobson the
advocate of your Uncle' s sons in prosecuting for their |egacies. They are to be
paid in three years by equal annual instalnments commencing in April next year

wi th stay of execution against the Estate with stay of execution against the
Estate, provided the Instalnents are equally paid at the stipulated periods. | am
desirous of bringing this under your notice now so that the node of neeting the
paynments may be determ ned upon beforehand. The paynents will be about £300
annual ly and | think the sinplest nethod will be to et M Taylor under your
authority draw a Bill on the House in 3 asgow for the sum& let it be accunul ated
as part of the Expenses of the Estate - your giving M Taylor credit for the Bil
in his private account with you in |ike manner as | have suggested in respect to
the small sum of £25 - Please let nme hear fromyou early on these matters & if
you approve of the suggestions it will be necessary that you explain the proposed
arrangenent fully to M Tayl or.

430214DSlI From Eccles, Burnley & Co to Taylor, Garth ccARI. [Do not spend nore
than £300 a year. None of our estates should do so] W believe that M Irvine has
consented to a certain outlay for the erection of a new dwelling house, which you
propose to pay for by the sale of Rum but a great change has cone over the Rum
mar ket and it will never do for you to appropriate the price of all the Rum you
can make for any such purpose, but we beg you will estimate the cost of the House
& on inform ng Messrs Losh & Co they will provide you with the funds in addition
to the £3000. A Pun of Rum of 100 gallons of 5-10% overproof is now worth about
£17. We therefore strongly advise you to make as nmuch as you possibly can,
shipping it to us as fast as you can. A pun of Rumis worth as nuch as a Hhd of
Sugar just now. You should make all your Mol asses into Rum& if you can nmake nore
than that with your present still, you mght buy for that purpose.

470213DSI W Tenpl eton of Eccles Burnley & Co to ARl Encl osed we beg to hand you
copy of a letter which we forward by this packet to M Taylor at Garth Estate.

@ asgow, 14 Feb 1847 Wn Tayl or esq. W beg to hand you copy of our |ast receipts.
We trust sincerely that you have adhered closely to the arrangenent entered into
bet ween you, M Losh & the witer to confine your gross expenditure within £300
Sterlg for the twelve nonths ending 30th June 1847, viz £1000 from1 May to end
Decr & £2000 from 1 Jany to end of June. W recur thus often to this subject
because we know that nothing but reduced expenditure will enable you to carry on
we are so forcibly inpressed with this fact that we have cone to the resol ution
of fixing a sum beyond which no Estate in our connection shall go on any pretence
what ever, & to carry out this, we have instructed Messrs Losh Spiers & Co not to
countenance a |l arger expenditure on the Garth Estate in the twelve nonths now
Current than £3000 Sterg - the sane as was agreed upon for the year ending 30th
June next. They are neither to furnish you with noney nor endorse your drafts to
a larger anount that that £3000 including the value of whatsoever Ml asses & Rum
may be sold in the Colony. If you cannot do with that you had better give it up
as it is inpossible for us to be going on for ever |osing noney. You spent | ast
year according to the accounts nmade up to 30th Sept |ast £4147, that is to say
you drew for that anmount & the consequence is the Estate has gone nearly £1500
deeper. W Dbelieve that M Irvine has consented to a certain outlay for the
erection of the new dwel ling house which you propose to pay for by the sale of
Rum but a great change has conme over the Rumnmarket 7 it will never do for you
to appropriate the price of all the Rumyou can nake to any such purpose, but we
beg that you will estinmate the cost of the House & on inform ng Messrs Losh S &
Co they will provide you with the funds in addition to the £3000. A pun of Rum of
100 gallons of 5 to 10% over proof is now worth about £17. We therefore strongly
advi se you to make as much as you possibly can. A pun of Rumis worth as much as



a hhd of Sugar just now, you should make all your Mol asses into Rum& if you can
make nore than that with your present still, you might buy for that purpose.



