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24.4.1783 Gen Murray to Robert Stewart of Garth. 24th April, London. Sir, | have received your letter of
3rd instant and altho | had a number of applications for the purchase of Mr McGregor's Ensigncy, | have
given the preference to your son David; you will therefore remitt to me as soon as convenient (and at a

short date) two hundred guineas, in the mean time | have made myself answerable for the above sum. |
am glad to hear your brother's health is better | am etc James Murray (General)

17.7.1792 Freedom of Stirling to Ensign Stewart
Service Diary. Notes on voyage to St Lucia. Not transcribed

16.5.1796. St Lucia to Father (RS). ‘With some difficulty | have procured this piece of paper to say that
after being exposed to the dews of the nights and the heat of Mid-day in St. Lucia, where, | have often
been told at home, that if a man lay one night on the ground, he would certainly lose the power of the side
he lay upon before morning, | am in perfect good health and spirits as much as ever, my dear Sir, your
truly affectionate David Stewart. P.S. Sandy and James Clochfoldich are both well. Tell Mr Robertson
McGrigor, with my compts. that his son Bob is very well, and that | had the pleasure of seeing him in a
smart but short action we had lately, behave himself in manner worthy of the name, and a descendant of
clan McGrigor. In eight days at most this island will be in our possession.’

26.6.1796 DS to RS St Vincent. My dear Sir. The few lines | wrote to you from St Lucia will inform you
before this reaches, of my welfare to that date, and that we received our orders to proceed to this island,
where we landed on the 8th instant, and on the 10th. the detcht of the 42nd. and a Party of the 3rd Regt.
stormed and took three successive batteries, and were proceeding to attack the fourth and only remaining
post when the enemy threw down their arms and offered to surrender; to which the general agreed, to the
great disappointment of our soldiers, who behaved that day in a manner that did credit even to the Royal
Highlanders. In this affair, which, from the eagerness of our men who rushed forward with their usual
impetuosity, did not last above half an hour, we had thirty seven men killed and wounded, and one officer
wounded slightly - had we gone on to the fourth post we should have lost many more, for such is the
inveteracy of our men against the enemy that they would give no quarter, and | am unfeeling enough to
say (but | believe that on these occasions feelings are entirely out of the question) that | would not
restrain them. The cruelties the Enemy have exercised wherever they had the opportunity in this country
is beyond anything | ever heard..” 403 men landed, now only 229 fit for duty. Out of 15 officers - 3 dead,
one invalided home, 3 very ill, 2 wounded. Only 2 entirely healthy and I'm one. Mr Cruikshank of Langley
Park near Montrose, a planter, & his wife are friendly & have lent a horse. | met them through Provost &
Mrs Stewart of Edinburgh. send a flock of assorted fowl - guinea fowl and ‘the large black white-headed
barn fowls Clemy got from Dunkeld’ to his benefactor as recompense. Old Major Christie dead of fever.
describes how he went to General Abercromby to point out that he was now the oldest lieutenant in the
regiment and had served 13 years in the army. Abercromby said that his claim was good and, had
Christie died in battle, a promotion could have been handed out on the spot, but he died of fever and
official channels must be followed. ‘I could not help thinking this a nice distinction, whether a man died in
consequence of the necessary and unavoidable fatigues of his duty, or by the shot of the enemy.
However | said nothing, but thanked him, made my bow, and walked off - But | won't give up the point yet.
I'll have another trial, and secure the interest of the General’'s son and his Secretary, both of whom | know
will speak in my favour. At all events | hope he will be prevailed upon to appoint me to do duty as captain
till His Majesty’s pleasure is known. This will secure us rank and pay from the day Major Christie died.” All
other regiments are being replenished by drafts. We’'re not, cos the D of York knows we’re special. ‘a
fellow won't blush to ask me six dollars for a Turkey, half a crown for a Ib of mutton, and what is still more
remarkable three shillings for a Ib of lump sugar - the natural product of the country.” ‘I am rather at a
loss for the want of my servant, who was shot through both thighs on the tenth...I had eleven men of the
company | command killed and wounded the same day, indeed it was all in a few minutes. | am sorry to
tell Clemy that the Parrots | bought for her are dead. When we first took the field | gave them in charge of
an old black rascal who allowed them to die for want of proper attention. ‘Capt Hay, Glendoik’s son-in-law,
carries home the General's dispatches. He goes in the Rose East Indian. along with Mr. and Mrs.
Cruikshank.’

10.9.1796 DS to RS. St Vincent ‘My dear Sir, When you hear that your letter of the 26th may was the first
account | had from any of my friends since Nov, you’'ll easily imagine that it afforded me great pleasure
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and relieve from much anxiousness about you all. Your letter of the 22nd Feby not having overtaken
Capn Henart, | did not receive till the same time. The account you give of the health and general welfare
of our Family is highly satisfactory to me, the prosperity of the country and the favourable appearance of
the crop is likewise very pleasing - | have got letters as far up as the middle of July which mention a
continuance of the favourable weather in the south - | hope it is the same in the north - The high price of
your country commodities, though it may occasion a rise in the price of provisions in the towns and low
country, will be of singular advantage to the Highlands, and will spread peace and contentment among
the people in these troublesome turbulent times. But | never observed any discontent among them,
except indeed where their complaints were petty well founded.

| can easily believe that you are much perplexed about John; it is a delicate and difficult thing to
make a proper choice. To every profession of which I can think so many objections appear that | am sure
I know not what to advise. Owing to the deficiency in his education which | have long with pain observed,
and have so often advised him on the subject, and pointed out to him the ill effects, and unavoidable poor
future he would make in the world in consequence of his negligence that | believe he was heartily glad
when | was separated from him. The army in that respect is the properest profession for him as
experience is the best criterion to form a judgement. | hope | shall be allowed to say that in every other
respect that of arms is the least eligible profession for a young man in his situation without much money
or interest. Perhaps it may be said that the want of the former in particular is applicable to all professions,
allowing it to be so in the first outset, still in all other professions by a care, diligence and attention a man
has the power of realising some little stock. But in mine if | am economical enough to live on half my
annual income and lay up the other, perhaps in forty years | might be worth near sixteen hundred pounds.
If he is fully determined to be a manufacturer, Glasgow is much to be preferred to Perth or any other town
in Scotland, as it is there only that he can gain a proper knowledge of that line of business. But there are
very capital objections - the dissolute manners of the young men and the expense of living, which is
nearly a third more than Perth. For the latter | fear there is no remedy and with pleasure | believe that
there is less risk of his being ruined by the former that most young men. | have always found him very
prudent and guarded in his conduct, and in general averse to follow his companions in any of their wild
frolics - But in case that the manufacturing plan shall be given up, | certainly recommend a trial of his
fortune in this island, there is not in His majesty’s dominions a place where a young man with common
abilities, diligence, and perseverance will more quickly realise an independency than in this small colony. |
don't speak of its present date which is one continued scene of waste and desolation. But that which a
few months of peace and tranquillity will bring about. The climate to be sure is bad but | am convinced
from my own experience and what | have observed in others, that by a prudent regular manner of living,
the greater part of its bad effects may be avoided. This holds particularly true with regard to St Vincent
which is remarkably healthy. Among many instances, independent of the healthy jolly appearance of the
people, I will only give you one - that the 35th regt were quartered here some years, and only lost by
sickness thirteen men in all that time, though the Regt was near 500 strong - However you'll observe that
they had plenty of good provisions, good accomodation and nothing to do - our situation being very
different we suffer accordingly. The fertility of this Island is certainly wonderful, a planter will consider his
crop very deficient if it does not produce him a nett clearance of twenty pounds sterling the acre!! | write
this near Alexr Macdougalls estate which is not quite 300 acres including the ground on which his own
house stood, and his negro houses and gardens - the crop that was on the ground when the whole was
burnt and laid waste by the enemy would have produced £9,000 sterling!! but such is the enormous
expense of labouring the land that £5,000 would have been appropriated to that purpose - | dare say you
will hardly give credit to this though | can assure you nothing is more true. | could give you many more
instances, but one is sufficient. They sow small quantities of a kind of Indian corn on their detached
pieces of ground forty and fifty bolls of our measure the acre is the common produce. | can arm you with a
number of particulars when | return home. From the very - state | have been in these last months | have
not the power of procuring the necessary information about settling John in this Island. It is the only one in
the West Indies | would recommend should you resolve to send him out. | Therefore | cannot pretend to
give a proper of determined opinion on the subject. However | hope by the time that the next packet sails
our troubles will be over and | will be able to give you the requisite information, and that with the
beginning of a few hundred pounds John will have a fair chance of making a fortune, that is if you and he
are willing to try the experiment. If he is not perfectly willing himself | would never press him, if a man is
forced or even overadvised to any particular line of business, the chance of succeeding in that line is little
and lays a foundation for after reprehension and unavailing reflection to the advisers.’
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3.3.1801 Aboukir Bay. Will. ‘I Captain David Stewart of the 42d Royal Highland Reg being of sound mind
and in good health of body, yet considering the uncertainty of human life in general and of my profession
in particular do thus make my last Will and Testament in manner and following form. In full confidence that
however informal or illegally it may be worded that no cavil or objection will be made with knowing the
disinterestedness of those concerned, and also that subject may eventually be of so little value as to be
unworthy of dispute.

Firstly to my ever dear and truly esteemed sisters Clementina and Jess Stewart in equal
proportions between them the one half of the annual produce or wages of my stock of Negroes in the
Island of St Vincent (the other half being already transferred to my Brother John agreeable to the tenor of
my letters to him) as they will stand and be valued at six calendar months after the day of my death, and
this bequest to continue in force for the space of ten years to commence from the day on which the
Negroes shall be numbered and valued then, and at the conclusion of this term of years, my Brother John
will enjoy the whole, and continue to do so for ever - he always having the sole management only with
this reserve that he cannot dispose of the Negroes without the consent of my sisters. Any debts that on
the day of my death may be owing on account of these Negroes to be equally paid out of the common
produce, not the stock, which is ever to be considered as my brother’s property. The amount sent to be
regularly transmitted by my brother to my sisters at the end of each year - unless that they shall think it
advisable to allow the money to remain in his hands, and to be paid out as he and they shall agree upon.
- In the event of the death of my brother before the commission of the stated number of years, my sisters
to succeed to my half of the property in addition to the annual rent, and they and their heirs to enjoy the
same forever - | hope | am clearly understood - And in the hope that my West India affairs will prosper, |
have the pleasure and delightful reflection of being of service to the most affectionate, dutiful and
deserving sisters, that ever a brother had been blessed with - Besides what money | may have in the
hands of the Paymaster and others of the 42d Regt there is from two to three hundred pounds lodged
with my agents in London and Mr Alex Anderson Edin. but as this sum may be increased | cannot specify
the full amount. Whatever it may be | direct that after any little debts that | may have are settled and paid
off, that the balance be given to my sisters.

| give to my brother William my gold watch with its appendages, and my sash and gorget to my
esteemed friend George Douglas Esq Advocate, trusting that he will not think of their value but of the
warmth of my friendship.

Without having anything to leave but my thanks and this my last blessing | must ask the favour of
my friends Lieut Colonel Alex Stewart and Captain Alex Campbell of the 42 or R H Regt to take charge
of, and settle all my little personal and regimental concerns, transmitting any money that may be due to
Mr A Anderson Edin and William Stewart Younger of Gairth, George Douglas Esg Advocate and Mr
Alexander Anderson of ?Huntersquar Edin to be my joint executors of that part of this my last will which
relates to my sisters, they seeing it put in execution and my brother John Stewart of Parkhill St Vincent
continuing in the charge of the property now under his management. When my sisters receive the money
now lodged with my Agents and others, my wish is that they do lay out a portion of it in charity and the
purchase of a few trifling trinkets, to be given by them to such objects of charity, and the latter as marks
of my remembrance to such friends as they think proper.

And in humble hope that Almighty God may be my Guide and Protector | sign this under my hand
on board His Majesty’s Ship Minotaur, Aboukir bay, the third day of March Eighteen Hundred and one.
David Stewart, Captain 42d Regt.’

1801. Part letter to Jessie Stewart - DS’s sister, later married to Rev Alexander Irvine (Al) - aboard ship.
‘Ever happy to seize on these few opportunities which now offer me of writing, my dear Jessie, | now sit
down with that pleasure which such a disposition affords and pass away a few agreeable moments in this
distant kind of conversation - Had | the brightness of imagination which would enable me to suppose
myself transported to your fireside, and enjoying a comfortable chat it might add to my satisfaction. But
this is a strength of imagination which | expect not nor wish to have, and indeed, situated as | am at
present, tossed about on a rolling sea, with all the attendant inconveniences of a ship, such ideal flights
would be quickly driven from my head.

It is now many months since the day I left Edinburgh in such haste. Had | the gift of second sight,
or any other gift that could give me a foreknowledge of future events | might have passed the summer
and harvest most quietly and comfortably at Drumcharry, and still be here in full time to perform my part of
the service in the intended expedition. Seven long months have | now been on Board ship, and all the
services performed might be finished in as many hours - But | have no cause to complain as | have every
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comfort which good cheer and good conversation can bestow - | live with the Captain of the ship, who is a
man of fortune and lives as such - There are only 200 of the 42nd on board here - | left the rest of the
Regt with the army some weeks ago - the whole fleet is expected to join us soon here. As | am now only
two days sail or less from Jerusalem and the Holy Land, | expected to have had an opportunity of seeing
that country so famous in the days of Yore - but the plague has lately broken out there among the Turkish
army so that we cannot venture or risk the danger of an infection and | am deprived of the pleasure of of
performing a pilgrimage to the Holy City and the temple of my namesake and his son Solomon -
Solomon’s Temple, Pharaoh etc. etc are no doubt worth the seeing, but | would rather walk into the
Church of Fortingall or Weem next Sunday than into the finest Temple that is or ever was in Egypt or
Syria. | know not when | shall ever find myself at the Weem Session, but | have a bett with Sandy Stewart
(the Lieutenant | mean) of a ball and Supper to twelve ladies and as many gentlemen of Tay, Tummel and
Lyonside, that | shall be at the Castle of Gairth on, or before the 1st day of Feby 1802, or that he shall be
in Athole on the same day - if either one or other of us are there, or both of us, | gain the bett, which is to
be settled at Weem or Coshieville - only unmarried ladies or widows to be present, and the same
restriction to extend to gentlemen - Sandy Stewart is begun to lay up and save his cash for the occasion,
but | hope that | need not give myself the trouble, as | expect to gain - Poor Sandy has occasion to save
up in another way - on looking at his trunk soon after my arrival from England, | found a woeful vacancy
and void - sufficient was there to lay out his shirts and stockings.....’

8.1.01. List of 42nd personnel receiving 1 dollar and 1 real prize money for Polaceo taken off Alexandria.
Copy sent to Black Watch Museum, Balhousie Castle, Perth.

14.11.01 List of 42nd Officers and men entitled to 7s 6d each for being aboard The Minotaur as
supernumeries when it captured La Verte on 26.2.1801. Copy sent to Black Watch Museum, Balhousie
Castle, Perth.

5.10.03. Testimonial from Provost of Perth et al on the super job you did in taking 500 undisciplined
recruits from here to Fort George without sickness or desertion, and what a good idea it was to lend each
of them a guinea of your own since their marching money was not paid. (Copy at Blair)

5.10.03 From Thos Chalmers D.L., Perth. You did jolly good about the 500 recruits.

26.10.03. From Army Depot, P?Carey. | note your letter and see that a bad construction, unjustified, was
put on your conduct. I'll sort it out.

27.10.03 Fort George. Copy letter from J Steuart, Dep Gov.

28.10.03 From John Caw, Provost of Perth. Astounded to hear you were reprimanded over marching
guinea. You should be promoted instead. I've had words with the D of Atholl who's taking it up with the D
of York. Ultimately it'll be to your advantage and | look forward to shaking Major Stewart’s hand. This is a
private letter. The official one’s already gone off.

1.11.03 (Blair Box 48 Bundle 4.215) Thanks for commendation for going to Fort George. DS gave them
money against their pay. 213 gns already repaid. Their conduct exemplary although 300 of 500 could only
speak Gaelic. No accomodation or cutlery, etc was provided at F.G. therefore they lived for a week on
bread and cheese. CinC promised the first available appointment for DS

7.12.03. Horse Guards. HRH has no doubt your explanation for advancing a guinea of your own to each
recruit and your testimonials will be taken into consideration by Lt-Gen Howell (At your court
martial/inquiry for doing it)

23.10.04 From Maj Mackay, Adj Gen'’s Office, Edinburgh. HRH, the CinC, directs ‘that the Approval of
Recruits for the 78th Regt by you at Perth should be considered final and that consequently the whole of
the Bounty shall be paid thereupon.’

9.2.05 (Blair Box 48 Bundle 6.14) DS to T Palliser. Tell Lord James that two Shetland men enlisted and
are expected late at Leith to join the regiment which may be in England by then. Please forward them.
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29.4.07. From Sir John Stuart, Baker St. | will do all in my power to advance your career. At Maida ‘I
certainly had many opportunities both to observe and approve your own personal conduct upon that
occasion of important trial’

9.08 Capt Duncan Robertson, in London on regimental business, met Major Stewart.

17.4.10. Portugal. From Major Dick (of Tulliemet) Only just got your July letter, | hear you've just arrived in
England. I'm glad you're out of the unhealthy W.Is ‘| always dreaded the effects that cursed Climate might
have upon you after having been so much knocked about as you have been for some years past. It is
with heartfelt pleasure | now congratulate you on your having escaped without being wounded at
Guadaloupe (which by the by is rather extraordinary as you generally manage to get wounded in every
action)...particular notice taken of you in the General orders’ (about how well the WI Rangers are getting
on) The rest details of army activities in Peninsula.

30.9.10 (letter in Atholl Chronicles Vol IV.237) Trinidad. DS to Lord James Murray. ‘Accustomed as |
have ever been to look up to the family of Atholl with respect and affectionate esteem, thus imbibing with
my mother’s milk the feeling of my forefathers, it was with a pleasure consonant to such sentiments |
lately heard of your marriage, on which | now, in unison with all those men of Atholl who feel as | do, beg
leave to offer my heartfelt congratulations on a circumstance that must afford satisfaction to every friend
of the family. May you, my dear Lord, with your fair Bride be as happy, honourable and prosperous as | so
sincerely wish.” Stewart writes that he has sent a case of stuffed tropical birds as a wedding gift, hoping
they would escape the depredations of ‘those sharks at the Customs House'. He intends to send a live
flamingo in spring which is presently living happily with the hens. He describes the beauties of the Island
and the studies he is making of its natural history and offers to send any other specimens Lord James
might desire. He continues, describing the social and political set up of the Island. The Colony is split
between those who favour English laws and those who prefer the old Spanish law. Stewart avoids taking
sides because his duty to to protect them all. ‘I have done my best to bring the people together...and we
have set some social and merry meetings on foot, and this cohesion and inter mixture seems to have the
best imaginable effect in sweetening the sourness caused by their bickerings and heart burnings, and
disputes about laws, jurisprudence and such subjects as | am sure they do not understand. In this
sociability the Militia take the lead in allowing of nothing but that which promotes happiness and harmony,
and my corps and myself have got into great favour with the people, black, white, and all shades of colour
and complexion. Of the latter indeed there is not much in this climate, the vermilion of the ladies not being
of that showy brightness which makes my Flamingo look so gorgious as he stalks with his awkward gait
among the fowls’

6.12.10 (Blair Box 48 Bundle 11. 247) Trinidad. DS to Duke This colony is distracted by disputes and
coming from Guadaloupe he found the acting governor behaving violently and illegally. Now the colony
wants English law instead of Spanish law, The chief judge wants Spanish, all others want English. Privy
Council or perhaps Parlt will decide. DS is neutral & he encloses letters recommending him to be acting
governor. 248 Hislop’s recommendation. 249 Hon Geo Smith, chief judge, recommendation. Smith is
looking after Trinidad meantime. 250 John Nihell, Port of Spain, as president recommends on behalf of
the Board of Cabildo and the whole colony that DS is appointed Lt Gov.

18.1.11. Nat Lib MS.3881. DS to Walter Scott. From Milton House. ‘Dear Sir, In among the books which
Laing has lately imported from Paris one for you called Tableaux & ?Contis. Having a great desire to read
this book | should be much obliged to you for a reading of it when you can spare it | shall not keep it
above 8 days from the time it comes to my hands. | regret that many valuable Spanish books are become
exceedingly scarce - you may depend upon it that from the present appearance of emancipation of the
Spanish Settlements in S America which since the edict of the 19 June last | look upon as an event to be
depended upon, the Spanish language will be much cultivated throughout Europe particularly by the
British - Of course Spanish Books will be much sought after' If we could get back D Robertson's
history of America MS prepared for the Madrid Academy but prevented by the Court we should have it
published. Here's a list of 8 books in Spanish 'The works of Las Casas'. 'and for the reader of taste' 7
more inc Don Quixote..'All the above would sell throughout Europe especially if they were sold at
reasonable rates
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6.6.1811 ‘Government House, Trinidad. My Dear Colonel | know not when | sat down with more pleasure
that | now do in compliance with the wishes and requests of many respected inhabitants of this Colony to
convey to you my opinion and the desire of this Community that you should succeed me after my
departure for England; on this subject you know already my sentiments, but | cannot avoid repeating how
much | wish you to be my successor....Therefore as an officer and as a member of Society, with your
taste and zeal in the discovery of natural productions of the island and the agreeable improvements you
have suggested, and which have been acted upon, it is with warm wishes and hope that | anticipate the
success of your application and with great regard, My Dear Colonel, Yours most faithfully, Thomas
Hislop'.

17 & 21.1.12. From Col John Stewart, Attalia Spain. details of him in Peninsular Campaign, asking DS for
help for a staff job, account of storming Cuidad Rodrigo in which his only misfortune was ‘a new coat a
little defaced’. Hopes to meet DS in London

16.?1.12. Gov House Guadel. From Rear-Ad Alex Cochrane. ‘I had the pleasure to receive your letter of
the 16th Dec and feel sorry that you have had ? ? Alter your opinion of Mr ?Revire - Mr EIms who went
from this place was | understand Drunk the whole passage if this is ? his sickness must be his own fault
and although I would not allow him to want | yet see no occasion for my being at the cost of keeping him
at the port of Spain when | had the means (?life agreeably) on the Estate free from the charge he must be
at in Town. | am in great hopes of hearing again from you before you quit the Island and trust your
passing some time here on your way home when you may depend on my using every endeavour to
procure you a comfortable passage - at present | do not know what (?ships go home in) the April
Convoy.

I have sent in care of ?St John Richardson five pairs of wheels the Axels. Brass Barkers (?milling
device) and Carts will follow - Getting them away was so much gained ?and if Barkers are put in they may
be of tremendous use. | propose making a ? here unless they have one on the estate having Good
workmen and Timber ??> | propose making two pairs more of wheels which will stock the estate. | am
also going to fit ? Camp forge to transport from one place to the other which may be convenient.

As it is usual to allow managers a certain quantity of Wine ?therefore | propose making this allowance for
him and the surgeons in money - and allow One Hundred sterling for Extras beyond what the estate ?give
until the produce exceed 200lbs when -250 -£150 - and when 300 Ibs £200 ?for ?commission - by this
they will have a spur to get on - | will also when the Estate makes above £250 Ibs make an addition to the
managers salary. Some time ago | employed a person to supply the Estate with Cattle | have not heard if
he has performed his ? - | have some g? over ? which | will send when | have a good opportunity - | hope
you have had a pleasant trip round the Island | often wish to take such a tour but either the badness of
the weather or other ? prevented it. As the Ship ? getting ready to sail | must conclude by assuring you of
my best wishes..Alex Cochrane’

29.4.1812. From Horse Guards W Wyngaard. Response to DS letter re various officers & business about
West India Rangers.

9.12. (Blair Box 48 Bundle 11) Bathurst grants Trinidad to Woodford on Duke’s strong recommendation.

9.10.12. To Lt-Col Stewart Royal West Indian Rangers, Trinidad. Dunkeld. From M: Atholl. ‘I trust you
will do the Duke, Lord James Murray, and me, the justice & believe me we made every exertion in our
power in your behalf at the time, and since, as did many of our Friends, to obtain for you the Government
of Trinidad, But without any further effect than a promise from Lord Liverpool to keep you in his mind and
allowing your conduct deserved the greatest praise, which we wrote to yourself at the time, and we never
heard the name of Trinidad till the other day..” when we had a letter from Sir Ralph Woodford to say he’'d
been appointed governor. His father was the Duke’s best friend and we’ve recommended you strongly to
him. He’s a very promising young man. Show him this letter. We’re awfully busy & the Duke asked me to
write to you which | would have done anyway to thank you for the ‘the beautiful Tree of Birds, also a
Feather Tippet,” you sent. | had much trouble in the Customs House. The birds were opened up but I've
had them repaired. ‘I saw your sister Mrs Irvine the day before yesterday, she is quite well, as are Dr
Irvine and the Children, she named some Cedar wood you had sent home to the Duke which is not yet
come to hand - Your Father is quite well and we have no keener friend in the present contest this country
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is involved in than your Father, Mr Drummond will gain the day and | hope have a respectable majority.
Your sister Mrs Irvine mentioned a great many other Birds you had been so kind as to send to me, but
which have never come to hand, it is vexatious after your trouble, and | have to entreat you not to send
any more, as we are more than satisfied with the fine specimens you have sent us which have arrived and
we all beg to return our sincere thanks for your kind attention in thinking of us, the birds are the surprise
and wonder of all that sees them.” Best wishes from members of my family.

17.10.12 ?Bapterre, From Rear-Ad Alex Cochrane (In the hand on AIR, son of ARI, it states he was then
Gov of Guadaloupe.) H/w an open letter for you to read. I'm not paying until the deed is registered in
Trinidad as I'm not satisfied by Mr McKenzie’s conduct, as agrees Mr Robbins. By the time the papers
arrive, my share of Williamfield will pay for it. ‘We have not a word of News, by the B?ulu? here The?y've
sent Mr Elmer as second Manager of the Estate he carried letters for you, Ever my dear sir etc.

22.2.13 Upper ?Leymo From Sir Ralph Woodford to Mr Stewart. Sorry unable to meet Col Stewatrt in
Trinidad. Anything | can do for Mr Stewart while my son is absent, please ask.

?3.13. DS to Alexander Irvine (Al).No address or date. ?Drumcharry. ‘Many thanks for your kind attention
to my Commission to His Grace of Athole who certainly seems much disposed to serve me and is nothing
is done, still it is pleasing to find countenance in so respectable a quarter - a few days ago | received a
long letter of two sheets from the Duchess which the Governor of Trinidad had carried out and returned
again when he found that | had left the Island - the stile of the letter was in every way friendly - indeed
much more so that | could expect and | have reason to believe that this favour as the disposition of His
Grace will be ?increased and that the present good humour of the Duke originates principally from letters
he and the Duchess has had from Trinidad where the opinion of the People with regard to me is much
enlarged upon and put in a favourable point of view, and from this must have proceeded His Grace’s
remark that he hoped it would be so managed as that | could succeed Sir R Woodford and appointed to
Govern people who are so favourably disposed towards me - so much on that subject - with regard to the
Regt much depends in the continuance of the great and happy success of our arms and those of our
Allies in all parts of the world - a few months more of the same, and Peace must certainly be the
consequence, and in meantime | must remain in suspense - whatever way the business ends | have in no
small degree served myself in making the great People in London believe as | am told they do that no
man would so soon succeed in embodying a Corps as | can do - whether the belief is well founded or not
is a different thing - it is so far to my advantage that it is believed - this is not the first time that a man has
got credit where perhaps it was not due.

I am sorry to hear of the accident to your Clementina, but | am more anxious about the Fever
which | hope will end in nothing, | beg you will write me how she is by the first opportunity.

I have always thought that to take Boys under your charge in the same manner as you have
young Lude would be a good plan for you, and would be the means of bringing you more into notice with
less personal and mental exertion to yourself and with more emolument that almost any other manner of
adding to your annual income - | am fully aware of the expense attending such a plan as this, particularly
in the necessity of your having an assistant and perhaps enlarging your accomodation, for an increase of
young men, but then the advantages are great - not so much from the actual emolument as from the
foundation it would lay for the future prosperity of your sons by forming an early intimacy and friendship
with the Sons of Families of influence and respectability who would at an after period support them
through their various undertakings - | have seen many instances of the good effects of these early
intimacies and friendships.

Since | returned from the North | have done nothing but visit about the country and have hardly
been two nights in the same house - | purpose being down with you soon unless you and my sister intend
coming up - write me what your intentions are, and at what time the Athole Family intend going south - |
wish to see the Duke and Duchess before they leave the country - | hear that there is a circular saw of the
new invention at Inver for sawing staves and the like - will you have the goodness to let me know what
sort of saw this is and if it will saw wood into thin slices for veneering - if it is the same as is lately come
into use in London for sawing veneers | wish to send some special timbers for a trial of the execution of
this instrument. Mrs Stewart Foss remains in the same state as when Dr Minto left her - it is surprising
how her constitution is able to resist such a continuance of suffering - | have not seen her - indeed she is
now in such a state as that she knows nobody. With my kind wishes to my sister | remain etc DS’
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5. 9.9.1813 70 Pall Mall. To Al. ‘I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of August which | read with
satisfaction seeing that your opinion has gone so much in confirmation with my own with regard to the
success | expect in the undertaking in which | have to engage - | have also to return you my best
acknowledgements for your assistance in the pecuniary way of which | should cheerfully avail myself did |
require any, but the truth is my plan is thought so good, and people seeming some how or other to think
that | will be successful, indeed, many kindly say more successful than most men, that | am offered full
assistance from people here of which | shall accept, altho | cannot help thinking that my Father might
come forward with a lend of some hundred pounds - more than a lend | do not require - the old gentleman
does not seem very willing to part with his money, and I do not think he will say that | have ever bore very
heavy upon him - indeed by looking about among his neighbours he will find severals of them whose sons
have been more expensive to them than | have to him, and this perhaps without having preserved that
appearance in the world and society that | wished ever to sustain - | send you enclosed a copy of the
Proposed Terms which provide almost for everything that a man can expect for himself and Family and
the climate being so favourable - indeed the best in the world, and the probability of the speedy
conclusion of the war - and the still greater probability of no such hard fighting as they have had in France
or Germany, judging by the specimens we have had of Yankee soldiership - all these put together with
the state of the Highlands form altogether a combination of circumstances more favourable for recruiting
than any former instance - So difficult a business it is to get things through the Publick offices here, that |
have not yet got my final answer, farther than that the Plan is altogether approved of.

Will you in the meantime oblige me by procuring information of the inclinations and minds of the
People and if there are any respectable young men who are deserving | shall be happy to recommend
Commissions. There is one condition (torn).sible, which is, that they must Raise men (torn)..by good
management may be done for the bounty allowed by the (torn)..and the only expense will be for hiring
people to recruit and to pay for Whisky etc.

| shall make Perth the Headquarters - You know what a warm Highlander and Athole man | am -
what think you of calling this corps the Athole Highlanders

Tell our friend Mr Cargill that | shall be very happy to recommend his son James for a company,
but | fear there will be some objections on account of his youth - | regret much that | cannot do anything at
present for Mrs Stewart Dunkeld’s son. His case is of a peculiar nature -

Mr Dow is in Scotland, so that | hope you will see and settle with him about your intended
publication - When | have fifty pound to spare | intend to employ it in paying some intelligent persons to
collect old anecdotes of the Times of our Forefathers, and of their feuds publick and private - and all such
- old Kindrochet could himself fill a volume of Athole anecdotes alone - Robert McArthurs wife for Glen
Lyon, others for Breadalbane and so on - When | am settled at home wanting a leg and an eye this will be
good amusement, | am yours in great haste DS. Bespeak the permanent and other sergeants of the Local
Militia to recruit for me’

14.2.1814 DS to Capt Duncan Robertson, Kindrochet, in France. 70 Pall Mall. look after another
Robertson, the young sprig of a Perthshire laird who is seeking a commission. ‘Will you please tell Mr
Steward with my good wishes that while | am extremely sorry for the death of his brother ... | now feel his
want as | am anxious to set on foot a literary work for which he had a turn, and would have given great
assistance in the execution of this plan which | suspect | shall not be able to carry through - 1 think the
Quarter Master himself would be an excellent had for such an undertaking as this..” ‘Malcolm Stewart,
Brother to Shierglass is dead in Jamaica, so that if you and your old sweetheart, Miss Sophy Stewart
make up matters you and yours may be Lairds of Shierglass, for | see no prospect of Shierglass Marrying,
nor of Capt Charles Stewart, nor Mrs Stewart, Derculich having children, so that | would have you not
delay too long like me, till I am too old, stiff and grey, and none of the young girls will look at me, and
those of my own standing such as my old flame Miss Flemyng are something like myself - we have seen
better days, and you are now in your prime, so dont lose your time and opportunity.” Sorry to hear your
bro is dead but a merciful release. Write to your father.

19.2.14 Highland Soc of London Minutes. Nat Lib Dep 268. Capt Hamilton (James Hamilton) later
sec.introduced Col David Stewart as Visitor. April 9 1814 Col David Stewart, 'a Highlander born' proposed
by Chmn (Hamilton) and seconded by Sec Simon McGillvray.

11.4.14 DS to Atholl. Bundle 4.79. Chronicles Addendum V. Bordeaux. M’Lud Duke. .. ‘I will not attempt to
intrude with an account of this fine and interesting country, nor of the disposition of the people, as a full
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account of the whole better than | can give will appear in the newspapers, but | cannot resist mentioning
the tumultuous joy and exultation which seems to possess the whole body of the people on the new
change of affairs. Last night and the preceding the town and the neighbourhood was in a blaze of
illumination, and whenever a party of English officers appeared the people crowded round them clapping
their hands and waving their hats in the air and cheering, and crying “the brave English, our friends and
deliverers from tyranny to our liberty and legitimate government” Last night as | was walking with the Hon
Mr Bathurst of the Guards (who with Col Henry Murray of the 18th Hussars came out passengers with me
in the Venus frigate) and some other officers, an old lady in the excess of her joy and happiness came up
to Mr Bathurst embraced and kissed him exclaiming “the English are the favoured country of Heaven and
you are one of the angels!” and it was some time before Mr Bathurst got clear of her embraces.’..DS +
Does the duke want to order wine since DS has intros to Bordeaux wine merchants.

8.7.14 From DS, Drumcharry to Patrick Robertson, Trinafour. | hope you'll ride across the snow to visit
me. ‘this peace for which we have been praying and fighting for so many years is a severe check to him
no doubt as many others’ Shame for you and your brother about peace because of career check. Mr
Campbell ‘is a bold man to venture on a wife on a sub’s pay - | could never muster the courage and | do
not find at this time of day that my bravery is at all improving. | was delighted some time ago with a report
that we were to have Miss Betsy for a neighbour - but | suspect that this spoken of match was something
in the stile of my match making - always getting the consent of one side - that is my own, as | suppose the
case with the gentleman in question - but never finding the way or means of getting the consent of the
other party’

15.10.14 (Blair Box 48 Bundle 11. 257) Col Stewart of Garth. ‘As a natural consequence of the state of
the world my situation in life is coming to a crisis, and | fear | have no alternative but to retire of half pay or
return to the command of my Regt in the West Indies - anxious as | have ever been for active and useful
employment and if possible to make myself respectable in society | would not for a moment hesitate, but
instantly repair to my Regt however trifling the emoluments may be, for | think not nor care for pecuniary
matters, so much as those which would bring me other advantages, but the truth is, that such a command
is ho ways respectable, and for me to resume it would be the cause of surprise to many who perhaps
think too favourably of me, for altho by close attention and steady perseverance in a regular system | had
the good fortune to bring this Corps into a State of discipline and to give it a character and name both in
the presence of the enemy and in quarters that it never had before, and so changed the manners of the
men that punishments which were so frequent before | assumed command that from sixty to eighty men
were brought to the Halberts weekly, and from three to eight hundred lashes were the common run of
punishments and this for such a variety of crimes as would fill a letter to enumerate, of which number
Desertion had come to such a height that 233 men deserted the year previous to my joining, and the
consequent Mortality, Misery, and the disgraceful profligacy among the men, the natural impression such
a state of discipline (a part of which must attach to the Officers) must have had on the minds of those who
witnessed this melancholy and dreadful display of unprincipled depravity, was altogether such as would
have made my life miserable and intolerable were it not, as | have said, for the happy change | was able
to accomplish in the minds and manners of the soldiers, and which latterly made my Duty easy and
pleasing to my feelings, for so contented and happy did the men seem with their situation that Desertion
had totally disappeared except in the case of men joined and until they were brought into some kind of
order, (for it was my misfortune to command a Corps composed of the refuse of all others) and other
crimes reduced in number and nature, that | had no occasion to re